TO HEAR GOD’S WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Rev. Rodney E. Norris
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Psalm 78:1-8
Leader — The Word of the Lord.

People - Thanks be to God!

Rev. Rodney E. Norris

MUSICAL SELECTION You Are Almighty Paul Tate
Chancel Choir

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON
Leader - The Word of the Lord.
People - Thanks be to God

Matthew 21:23-32 Rev. Rodney E. Norris

MESSAGE That’s No Answer!
RESPONDING IN FAITH

Rev. Rodney E. Norris

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Apostles’ Creed Rev. Rodney E. Norris
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who
was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and
buried. He descended into hell. The third day, He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sitteth
on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. | believe
in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER Rev. Rodney E. Norris
...0ur Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as itisin
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO OFFERING Rev. Rodney E. Norris

OFFERTORY HYMN #644 Give Thanks, O Christian People
(Please remain seated during the Offertory Hymn.)
*DOXOLOGY #606 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING Rev. Rodney E. Norris
O God, use these gifts to do your will in the world and prepare us for your coming kingdom. In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.

*HYMN #263 All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!

CHARGE & BENEDICTION Rev. Rodney E. Norris

POSTLUDE Psalm XIX Benedetto Marcello

(Please remain seated during the Postlude.)

*Please stand in body or spirit. When items are in bold, you are invited to join aloud.

Copyright Information:

It Is Well with My Soul. Music by Robert Lau, ©2007 Sacred Music Press. Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-738441. All rights reserved.

You Are Almighty. Words and music by Paul A. Tate, ©2001 World Library Publications. Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-738441. All rights reserved.
Give Thanks, O Christian People. Words by Mary Jackson Cathey, ©1981 The Pilgrim Press. Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-738441. All rights
reserved.

Psalm XIX. Music by Benedetto Marcello, ©1947 Theodore Presser. Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-738441. All rights reserved.

All other music in worship is in the public domain.

Welcome!

SEVEN OAKS

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

530 St. Andrews Rd., Columbia, SC 29210;
803-772-1761; www.sopc.net;
email: sopc@sopc.net

Sunday, September 27, 2026

18" Sunday After Pentecost

STRIKING OF THE HOUR
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Rodney E. Norris
MINUTE FOR MISSION World Communion Sunday / Offering Robert Miller

WE GATHER TOGETHER TO PRAISE GOD

PRELUDE It Is Well With My Soul Robert Lau

*CALL TO WORSHIP

Leader — Let the mind of Christ be in you.
People - One mind, one heart, one joy.
Leader - Let the Spirit of Christ be in you.
People - One Spirit, one body, one love.
Leader - This is the day the Lord has made.
People - Let us rejoice and be glad init.
Leader - Let us worship God.

Elder Mark Wishart

*HYMN #404 What Is This Place

*CALL TO CONFESSION Elder Mark Wishart

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION Elder Mark Wishart
Gracious God, you desire that we have the same mind as Christ and imitate his compassionate service. But,
our minds are fixed on attitudes and ambitions that draw us away from you. We labor for ourselves and attend
to the needs of a precious few before considering how our time and talents could bless the world. Forgive us
and transform us, we pray. By your grace, give us the same mind and the same love as our Lord Jesus Christ.

*MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION & PERSONAL CONFESSION
...in the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

Elder Mark Wishart

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Leader - Hear the good news of the Gospel: in Jesus Christ we are forgiven.
People - Praise and thanks be to God!

Elder Mark Wishart

*GLORIA PATRI #581 Glory Be to the Father

CHILDREN’S CORNER
We invite children ages 4k - 4th grade to go to the Children’s Corner at this time. A designated adult will be sitting with the children, and
age-appropriate activities will be provided that go along with worship. Parents will pick up their children after the service.



The choir's
anthem is a song
of praise
recognizing the
various attributes of God Almighty. The
refrain is, "You are Almighty; Alpha,
Omega, the first and the last. You

are Almighty; who is and who was,

and who is to come, Almighty Lord

our God."
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Worship Assistants i

Sunday, September 27:

Liturgist: Mark Wishart

Counters: Ernie & Julie Bussells

Head Ushers: Robert & Kitsie Miller
Greeters: Robert & Kitsie Miller

Children’s Corner: Emalee Dillard
Sunday, October 4:

Liturgist: Banks Robinson

Counters: Banks & Polly Robinson

Head Usher: Mary Johnson

Greeters: Mary Dempster; Brenda Turner
Children’s Corner: Kathy Keane
Communion Preparation: Sharon Watkins
Communion Servers: Liz Harris; Mark & Mary
Johnson; Kitsie Miller

Pastor: Rev. Rodney E. Norris; rev.norris@sopc.net
Director of Music Ministry: Dr. Lloyd Pilkington
Office Manager: Annah G. Hiers; sopc@sopc.net
Accompanist: Sharon Watkins

Building Superintendent: Karl Thompson;
803-237-4519

Volunteer Financial Administrator: Sharon Staton;
sharon@sopc.net

Nursery Coordinator: Amy Schwartz

Sunday, September 27:

e 9:45 am - Sunday School for All Ages
e 9:45 am - Chancel Choir Rehearsal
e 11:00 am - Worship
e 1:00 pm -4:00 pm - Mision Cristiana
e 2:00 pm - ShowerUp & Clothing Closet Open
e 3:00 pm -Youth Group at Pine Island
e 3:30 pm-5:00 pm - Love Revolution
e 4:00 pm -The Well Church
Monday, September 28: Karl Off
e 8:00 am - Peaceful Gatherings Nature School
10:00 am - Church History Bible Study
6:30 pm —Worship Ministry Meeting
7:00 pm -Troop 91
7:30 pm — NANA
e 8:00 pm - Mision Cristiana
Tuesday, September 29:
e 8:00 am - Peaceful Gatherings Nature School
e 11:00 am - Bible Talk with Pastor Rodney
e 12:00 pm - Trinity Meditation & Qi Gong
e 7:30 pm-NANA
e 8:00 pm - Mision Cristiana
Wednesday, September 30:
e 8:00 am - Peaceful Gatherings Nature School
e 7:30 pm-NANA
Thursday, October 1:
e 8:00 am - Peaceful Gatherings Nature School
e 12:00 pm - The Artist’s Way
Friday, October 2:
e 6:45 am - Lanterns Men’s Prayer Group
e 8:00 am - Peaceful Gatherings Nature School
e 7:30 pm - Mision Cristiana
Saturday, October 3:
e 8:00am-12:00 pm-Westminster PC’s indoor
garage sale for missions (including the youth
missions our youth participate in jointly.)
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Cherished guests, we invite you to stop by the
welcome table in the narthex/lobby. Please

take a goody bag with you as a reminder of the

gift of God’s love. Also, please leave your 2
information for us on the yellow card and place (“;
itin the offering plate. Thank you for

worshipping with us today.

e

A nursery is available in Building A

ES Ti
JESUS Lov "E""TQ' during Sunday School & Worship

u?\\ - children staying with you during

Las worship, please feel free to grab a
“Wiggle Bag” from the Narthex / lobby’s coat rack before
worship starts. You’ll find crayons, activity pages, a clipboard,

etc. inside. Remember that young ones (4k - 4th grade) go to the
Children’s Corner of the sanctuary after the Gloria Patriis sung

during the service. If you have any questions, an usher or
greeter will be happy to assist you.

There are ramps leading into

all buildings on campus &
wheelchair accessible ©
restrooms. If you would

benefit from: mobility

assistance getting to your

seat, or after worship getting out to your vehicle, a hearing
assistance device, a large print hymnal, or a paper print out of
the hymn lyrics rather than holding a hymnal, please notify an
usher. When we partake in Holy Communion, if you would
prefer a gluten-free option, please alert the Elders serving the
elements. All are welcome in God’s family and at SOPC!

Accessibility

OUR CHURCH OFFICERS

(*indicates ministry chair):
Clerk of Session: Polly Robinson
Session Class of 2027:

e Jeanne LeBoeuf - Missions

o Kitsie Miller - Fellowship

e  Frank Sheppard - Administration*

e  Elizabeth Taylor - Administration*

Session Class of 2028:

e MarkDillard - Buildings & Grounds

e  MaryJohnson - Disciple Care*

e Tish Lowe - Missions*

e  Sharon Watkins - Worship*

Session Class of 2029:

e  Betty Cheung-Shuler - Fellowship

e LizHarris - Fellowship*

e Sharon Staton - Christian Education*

e  Mark Wishart - Buildings & Grounds*
Trustees: Molly Jackson, Robert Miller, Brenda Turner
Treasurer: Kathy Locklair
Presbyterian Women Moderator (SOPW): Marion Wishart*

Weome

for children ages 0 - 4. Parents with
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e Pastor Rodney’s Installation Service will be NEXT
Sunday, October 4th at 4 pm, with a reception following in
the Fellowship Hall. RSVP to the church office.

e Next Sunday, October 4", we will participate in World
Communion Sunday and collect our annual World
Communion Offering. There is an insert in this bulletin
about how the money is used for God’s work, and Robert
Miller will share a Minute for Mission with us this morning.
More can be found at https://pcusa.org/special-
offerings/world-communion-offering. Please prayerfully
consider giving as you are able and feel led. There are
special envelopes in the narthex.

All are invited to attend the Adult Sunday School Class’
study of the Book of Acts! We meet each week at 9:45 am
in the Fellowship Classroom. Acts is about the birth and
growth of the Christian church following Christ’s
ascension.

e Ouryouth will meet at 3 pm today at Pine Island State

Park.

Siblings in faith at our sister church in Nueva Paz, Cuba

are unable to buy much needed over-the-counter

medicines and vitamins. We will be collecting items in

a marked basket located in the narthex. A list of items

needed is inserted in this bulletin. Anything you could give

would be greatly appreciated. If you have any questions,
please see Kathy Keane or Tish Lowe.

e  We’re excited about our upcoming Fall Festival--October
17th from 11 am until 2 pm! Please let Kathy Keane know if
you can volunteer to help at the event.

e We need a volunteer to help us create the
announcement slides that are projected before worship.
This is something you can do from home in less than an
hour per week. Annah would be happy to train you in how
to operate the web-based software we use to create them.

e Markyour calendars for our “60/5” event on October
18" at 4 pm in the Pavilion! This Octoberis SOPC’s 60"
birthday and Love Revolution’s 5™ anniversary! We will
have a churchwide fellowship fish fry together with our
Love Revolution neighbors to celebrate.

e AFriendly Reminder: Please leave the FAN settings on all
church thermostats set to “Auto,” NOT “on.” If they are
switched to “on,” they will blow hot air in the summer and
cold air in the winter. Thank you!!
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Thoughts wnd Pravers
Myrna Gause; Sue Kesterson; Aletha Robinson; Crystal
Johnson; Scott Wishart; Donna Moore; Asher Mellitz; Janet &
Nealy Jordan; John Carter; Monroe Swearingen; Al & Margaret
Charles; Fran & Jeffrey Brannon; Annie Moffatt & Jimmy Revell;
Dan & Elizabeth Turk, missionaries in Madagascar; Nueva Paz,
our partner church in Cuba

In Cawe Communities
Dave, Rich, & Sam Allen; Edith Blanchett; Barbara Fowler;
Barry Shatzer; Charlaine Pilkington; Virginia Martinez; Jim
Wilhide; Ira Leon; Willie Hale
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