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8= FROM THE
PASTOR’S DESK

A terrible storm came into a town and local officials sent out an emergency warning that the riverbanks
would soon overflow and flood the nearby homes. They ordered everyone in the town to evacuate
immediately.

A faithful Christian man heard the warning and decided to stay, saying to himself, “l will trust God and if |
am in danger, then God will help me weather the storm.”

The neighbors came by his house and said to him, “We’re leaving and there is room for you in our car,
please come with us!” But the man declined. “I have faith that God will help me weather the storm.”

As the man stood on his porch watching the water climb up the steps, a man in a canoe paddled by and
called to him, “Hurry and come into my canoe, the waters are rising quickly!” But the man again said,
“No thanks, God will help me weather the storm.”

The floodwaters rose higher, pouring water into his living room and the man had to retreat to the second
floor. A police motorboat came by and saw him at the window. “We will come up and rescue you!” they
shouted. But the man refused, waving them off saying, “Use your time to save someone else! | have faith
that God will help me weather the storm!” The flood waters rose higher and higher, and the man had to
climb up to his rooftop.

A helicopter spotted him and dropped a rope ladder. A rescue officer came down the ladder and pleaded
with the man, "Grab my hand and | will pull you up!" But the man STILL refused, folding his arms tightly to
his body. “No thank you! God will help me weather the storm!”

Shortly after, the house broke up and the floodwaters swept the man away and he drowned.
When in Heaven, the man stood before God and asked, “I put all of my faith in You. Why didn’t You come
and save me?” God said, “Son, | sent you a warning. | sentyou a car. | sentyou a canoe. | sentyou a

motorboat. | sentyou a helicopter. What more were you looking for?”

In Christ,
Rodney



Here’s a hint about this Sunday’s (9/13/26) worship service from Pastor Rodney:

HOW OFTEN SHOULLD
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MATTHEW 18:21-22

Don’t forget to RSVP!

Trinity Presbytery of South Carolina
& The Session of
Seven Oaks Presbyterian Church

Jovfully Invite You to

The Service of Installation for
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as Pastor.,

Sunday, October 4, 2026

A reception in the Fellowship Hall will follow the service.
Heavy hors d’ocuvres.

RSVP to 803-772-1761 or sopc(@ sopc.net

by Tuesday, September 29, 2026.
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SEVEN OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

530 St. Andrews Rd., Columbia, SC 29210
www.sopc.net
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Twin Farms Mobile Petting Zoo!
11:30 am - 1:30 pm;

Closed-Toe Shoes Required.

Face & lingernail Painting!

FREE Hot Dog Lunch
tor children with tickets
from the Regisiration Table!
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Cames & Prizes including
a corn shucking coniest!

« Children MUSI be accompanied
by an adulf af all times.

« Rain or Shine!
In the event of bad weather. we will
move indoors and under tenis.

e If you are available to volunteer to help at the Fall Festival, please contact Kathy

Keane and/or Sharon Staton. Reach out to the church office for their contact

information: 803-772-1761 or sopc@sopc.net. Please share this flyer with friends,
family, neighbors, teammates, coworkers, and on social media. Paper copies are

available in the narthex and church office. Digital copies are available by
emailing sopc@sopc.net.
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An Invitation: Come sing with us, and help
us continue to sing to the Lord a new sonqg! Add your voice to ours, and share
the gifts God has given you with us. Our Chancel Choir is a wonderfully
dedicated group that loves singing their faith and praising God in song. As we
begin our new season, we invite you to come and join us. Starting THIS SUNDAY,
September 13, we rehearse every Sunday morning from 9:45-:11:00, followed by
singing for our 11:00 morning worship. You will find a warm welcome, good
fellowship and a great opportunity to share in our ministry of music. If you have
any questions, or need more information, just speak to Lloyd or any choir
member. We look forward to seeing you Sunday!

Fellowshlp Meal

churchwide Fellowship Luncheon is NEXT Sunday, September 20", after worship

Our next

in the Fellowship Hall. The menu is: baked ziti, salad, Brussels sprouts, garlic
bread, and dessert. No reservations are needed, but as always, there will be a
basket for donations to help defray the cost of the food.




= — ! - - ™ Everyone is invited to
attend the Adult Sunday School Class’ exciting study on the Book of Acts
beginning this Sunday, 9/13/26, at 9:45 am in the Fellowship Classroom! Acts is
about the birth and growth of the early Christian church following the ascension
of Christ. It follows the ministries of the apostles, especially Peter and Paul,
despite persecution, imprisonment, fear, and cultural clashes. We will be learning
about the power of the Holy Spirit, the faithfulness of the early believers, and the

sovereignty of God. These anchor this study of the growth of the early Christian
church!

Church Libra ry We are seeking a volunteer(s)

from the church family to serve as our church’s “librarian(s)”. Wonderful spiritual
growth, Bible study, and theological resources are available in the church library.
We need someone willing to organize them and develop a system for lending
them. This position can be as involved as our volunteer(s) want it to be, and can
be done on the volunteer(s)’ schedule(s). In case anyone is unaware, the Church
Library / Bride’s Room is located in a hallway to the left of the narthex (when
standing with your back to St. Andrews Rd.) leading into the sanctuary. Contact
the church office for more information. 803-772-1761 or sopc@sopc.net.




Small
Groups

Fall 2026

L L Our Christian Education Ministry committee has a
great line up of Small Groups this fall. You can view the brochure here:
https://sopc.net/events/fall-2026-small-groups/ . It’s not to late to join them! 803-
772-1761 or sopc@sopc.net. Our Dinners of 6 group needs more participation!
The schedule is being made soon.

As you know, every Sunday, we host Love

Revolution, a free meal in the Pavilion for those in need in the community. Bring
a dish if you can. If not, you can just show up to help serve around 3:30 pm! In
fact, Sundays are just FULL of opportunities to serve after worship! Our Clothing
Closet and ShowerUp ministry both open at 2 pm every Sunday. These, along
with the Love Revolution meals and fellowship time, are truly a beacon of hope
for those less fortunate in our community. If you have questions about any of
them, or would like to help us serve as the hands and feet of God in our
community, give the church office a call at 803-772-1761 or email us at
sopc@sopc.net. We’'ll connect you with folks that can answer your questions,
share their stories of the impact of these vital missions, and get you ready to
start volunteering if you’d like to.
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We will kick-off our reqular youth group
meetings THIS SUNDAY, September 13t" at 5:30 pm in the SOPC Youth Room.
There will be a welcome-back dinner, worship, and games.
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. ~ &AW Y= _The September Ladies Luncheon will
be held Monday, September 215t at noon at DeLucca’s Italian Grill, 1720 Sunset
Blvd., West Columbia. It’s Dutch treat. Please RSVP to Margaret Royals at 803-
608-1434 or mroyals052@gmail.com.

Our SOPC Book Group will gather at Loveland
Coffee on Thursday, Septermber 24", at 3 pm to feloowship and to discuss My
Sister the Serial Killer by Oyinkan Braithwaite. Contact Kitsie Miller for more
information, to let her know you’re coming, or just to say, “Hi!”
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\ﬁﬂ Shepherd's Center
VM of St. Andrews

The Shepherd’s Center of St.
Andrews has a new Adventures in Learning catalog available for Fall 2026
classes. They are a non-profit whose mission is “Inspiring older adults through
lifelong learning, community, and service.” The catalog is availble in the church
office, narthex, or via shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. Their contact
information is 803-731-9394 & contact.shepherdscenter@gmail.com.

Clothing Closet Needs: 1. new or gently used men’s socks, 2.
men’s boxers or boxer briefs in larger sizes (L-2XL), & 3. women’s underwear in
smaller sizes (6/7).

Hansirtoiry

If you have any
gently used plastic, paper, or re-usable cloth/canvas shopping bags with handles
that you do not want, please flatten them and bring them to the church office. We
go through a good number of bags between our Food Pantry, Clothing Closet,
Love Revolution to-go plates, and our SOES Backpack Snacks missions. Thanks!

Friendly

Reminder

If you notice maintenance concerns or have room
set-up requests for events, Karl welcomes you to call or text him at 803-237-4519.
It’s easier for him to hear requests directly from you to avoid confusion and to
facilitate him asking relevant questions.



We can train folks so that we can show videos with our Minutes for Missions
before worship. This training with Karl will take several weeks before the desired
event, and needs to be scheduled well in advance. Thanks!

If you would like to volunteer in the sanctuary’s sound booth occasionally, please
contact the church office. Training provided!

¥ you have information that you wauld like to go aut to auk
church family in the Leaflet and/oh bulletin, please get i to
Crnah in the church offfice by the Juesday before. Thanks!

sopc@sopc.net or 803-772-1761

CUso, please dor’t forget that a digital, up-to-the-minute
chuwich calendar & avadable at

https://sopc.net/calendar/.

Seven Oaks Presbyterian Church (USA), 530 St. Andrews Rd., Columbia, SC 29210-4517; www.sopc.net
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