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Our world seems to become more divisive every day. Sadly, long gone are the
days when you could have different views and beliefs but still work together for
the good of humanity. What the world needs now is to relearn/learn what
tolerance is. Tolerance is the willingness to respect beliefs, behaviors, or
differences that differ from your own, even if you do not agree with them.
According to the Cambridge Dictionary, “you cannot tolerate something you
already agree with. Tolerance only applies when you face views, habits, or
lifestyles that differ from your own.” It is respect without agreement and civility
over uniformity. Here are some quotes on tolerance that are worth remembering.

“"Tolerance implies no lack of commitment to one's own beliefs. Rather it condemns
the oppression or persecution of others.”
— John F. Kennedy

“In order to have faith in his own path, he does not need to prove that someone
else's path is wrong.”
— Paulo Coelho, Warrior of the Light

"If people but knew their own religion, how tolerant they would become, and how
free from any grudge against the religion of others.”
— Hazrat Inayat Khan, The Bow/ of Saki

“If man is to survive, he will have learned to take a delight in the essential
differences between men and between cultures. He will learn that differences in
ideas and attitudes are a delight, part of life's exciting variety, not something to
fear.”

— Gene Roddenberry

“"Tolerance only for those who agree with you is no tolerance at all.”
— Ray Davis



Let us all follow in the footsteps of Jesus and practice tolerance in our world
today.

In Christ,
Rodney

Here’s a hint about this Sunday’s (9/6/26) worship service from Pastor Rodney:

[he Passover

!"" Exodus 12:1-13

Trinity Presbytery of South Carolina
& The Session of
Seven Oaks Presbyterian Church

loviully Invite You to

The Service of Installation for
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as Pastor,

Sunday, October 4, 2026

A reception in the Fellowship Hall will follow the service.
Heavy hors d'ocuvres.
RSVP to 803-772-1761 or sopci@isope.net

by Tuesday, September 29, 2026,
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The picture above is of Dan & Elizabeth Turk, missionaries to Madagascar. As a
church, we have helped support them for several years. A group of SOPC folks
met with them for coffee and conversation Monday, 8-31-26. It was fascinating to
hear their stories and learn of ways we can continue to support them as siblings
in faith. If you have any questions about their ministry, feel free to contact Tish
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Saturday, October 17, 2026 ;{i‘

Mam - 2 pm

>

% / SEVEN OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Wz
'+ 530 st. Andrews Rd., Columbia, SC 29210 Xz
www.sopc.mt
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Twin Farms Mobile Petting Zoo!
11:30 am - 1:30 pm;
Closed-Toe Shoes Required.

lace & ingernail Painting!

ERLL Hoi Dog Lunch
tor children wiih tickelis
from the Registration Table!

- Hanrides!

" . Cames & Prizes including

a corn shucking contesi!

« Children MUST be accompanied
by am ool af all times.

. l_‘ nju or N lju!"
In the event of bad weather, we will
move indoors and under fents
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An Invitation: Come sing with us, and help us
continue to sing to the Lord a new song! Add your voice to ours, and share the
gifts God has given you with us. Our Chancel Choir is a wonderfully dedicated
group that loves singing their faith and praising God in song. As we begin our
new season, we invite you to come and join us. Starting September 13 we
rehearse every Sunday morning from 9:45-:11:00, followed by singing for our
11:00 morning worship. You will find a warm welcome, good fellowship and a
great opportunity to share in our ministry of music. If you have any questions, or
need more information, just speak to Lloyd or any choir member. We look
forward to §eeing you September 13!

Small

Groups

Fall 2026

- . Our Christian Education Ministry committee has a great
line up of Small Groups starting in September. You can view the brochure here:
https://sopc.net/events/fall-2026-small-groups/ , and there will be sign-ups at the
table in the Narthex on Sunday! You can also contact the church office to sign
up! 803-772-1761 or sopc@sopc.net



https://sopc.net/events/fall-2026-small-groups/

QLI

DRIVLE
Thanks to everyone who helped make our

Blood Drive a life-saving success today!

friendly
Reminder

o If you notice maintenance concerns or
have room set-up requests for events, Karl welcomes you to call or text him at
803-237-4519. It’s easier for him to hear requests directly from you to avoid
confusion and to facilitate him asking relevant questions.

Serwe S

o As you know, every Sunday, we
host Love Revolution, a free meal in the Pavilion for those in need in the
community. Bring a dish if you can. If not, you can just show up to help serve
around 3:30 pm! In fact, Sundays are just FULL of opportunities to serve after
worship! Our Clothing Closet and ShowerUp ministry both open at 2 pm every
Sunday. These, along with the Love Revolution meals and fellowship time, are
truly a beacon of hope for those less fortunate in our community. If you have
questions about any of them, or would like to help us serve as the hands and feet
of God in our community, give the church office a call at 803-772-1761 or email us
at sopc@sopc.net. We'll connect you with folks that can answer your questions,
share their stories of the impact of these vital missions, and get you ready to
start volunteering if you’d like to.
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We will begin our reqular youth group

Fellowshlp Meal

Luncheon is Sunday, September 20" after worship in the Fellowship Hall. The

Our next churchwide Fellowship

menu is: baked ziti, salad, Brussels sprouts, garlic bread, and dessert. No

reservations are needed, but as always, there will be a basket for donations to

help defray the cost of‘the food
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‘ J«_The September Ladies Luncheon will
be held Monday, September 215t at noon at DeLucca’s Italian Grill, 1720 Sunset
Blvd., West Columbia. It’s Dutch treat. Please RSVP to Margaret Royals at 803-
608-1434 or mroyals052@gmail.com.



mailto:mroyals052@gmail.com

Our SOPC Book Group will gather at Loveland
Coffee on Thursday, Septermber 24", at 3 pm to feloowship and to discuss Wy
Sister the Serial Killer by Oyinkan Braithwaite. Contact Kitsie Miller for more
information, to let her know you’re coming, or just to say, “Hi!”

ﬁﬁ” Shepherd's Center
“M of St. Andrews

The Shepherd’s Center of St.
Andrews has a new Adventures in Learning catalog available for Fall 2026
classes. They are a non-profit whose mission is “Inspiring older adults through
lifelong learning, community, and service.” The catalog is availble in the church
office or via shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. Their contact information is 803-
731-9394 & contact.shepherdscenter@gmail.com.

Clothing Closet Needs: 1. new or gently used men’s socks, 2.
men’s boxers or boxer briefs in larger sizes (L-2XL), & 3. women’s underwear in
smaller sizes (6/7).

Monnirteiny

. If you have any
gently used plastic, paper, or re-usable cloth/canvas shopping bags with handles




that you do not want, please flatten them and bring them to the church office. We
go through a good number of bags between our Food Pantry, Clothing Closet,
Love Revolution to-go plates, and our SOES Backpack Snacks missions. Thanks!
We can train folks so that we can show videos with our Minutes for Missions
before worship. This training with Karl will take several weeks before the desired
event, and needs to be scheduled well in advance. Thanks!

If you would like to volunteer in the sanctuary’s sound booth occasionally, please
contact the church office. Training provided!
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chuwrch family in the Leaflet and/oh bulletin, please get i to

CGrnah in the church offiice by the Tuesday before. Thanks!
sopc@sopc.net or 803-772-1761

CUso, please dor’t forget that a digital, up-to-the-minute
church calendar i avadllable at

https://sopc.net/calendatr/.

Seven Oaks Presbyterian Church (USA), 530 St. Andrews Rd., Columbia, SC 29210-4517; www.sopc.net
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