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Bl FROM THE
PASTOR'S DESK

Words. Have you given much thought to words? I mean, things like where a word comes
from, why a word is spelled the way it is, or why that word means what it does? For
example, why is a chair called a chair and why is a cup called a cup? Why don’t we call a
chair a cup and call a cup a chair? Maybe you never think of things like this, but I do.

I think about words because they are so important to us. It is our spoken language that
separates us from other creatures. It is the words that we speak which allow us to
communicate with other people. Try to go through a day without saying a word. Do you
think it would be easier or harder to communicate with other people? I would be willing
to bet that it would be harder.

I also think about words because of the power they can carry. Words from other people
encourage us when things are going badly. Words inspire us to go beyond our own
expectations and accomplish far more than we ever dreamed. When we hear other
people say, “You can do anything you set your mind to,” we believe it, and we do it.
However, the power of words is not always a good thing. Do you remember that old
saying, “Sticks and stones can break my bones, but words will never hurt me?” Well, it's
wrong! Words can, and do, hurt people. As a matter of fact, words have killed people.
Words are something you can never get back. Once you have said them, they are out
there. Sure, you can say, “I'm sorry,” and “I didn't mean it,” but the fact is—the damage
has already been done.

Scripture tells us that in all we do, we should build one another up in the body of Christ.
It is my hope and prayer that we all do that. Even when we disagree, we can still choose
words that build and don’t tear down. I pray that we choose our words carefully, and
that we always remember the power our words have on other people.

In Christ,

Rodney



Here’s a hint about this Sunday’s (9/20/26) worship service from Pastor Rodney:
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Don’t forget to RSVP:

Trinity Presbytery of South Carolina
& The Session of
Seven Oaks Presbyterian Church

Joytully Invite You to

The Service of Installation for
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as Pastor.

Sunday, October 4, 2026

A reception in the Fellowship Hall will follow the service,
Heavy hors d’ocuvres,

RSVP to 803-772-1761 or sopc@sopc.net

by Tuesday, September 29, 2026,




From the Administration Ministry: Thank you for keeping your pledge up to date,
as this helps us plan and fulfill the programs of the church! Last month’s offering
and the year-to-date information are shown below:

Giving Budgeted Difference
August $16,333 $18,650 $2,317
YTD 2026 $147,666 $149,200 ($1,534)

Total revenue for the first 8 months of 2026 (including other income such as rent)

and total expenses are shown below.

Total Revenue through August $188,441
Total Expenses through August $181.844
Revenues in excess of Expenses $ 6,597
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If you are available to help at the Fall
Festival, please contact Kathy Keane
and/or Sharon Staton. Reach out to the
church office for their contact
information: 803-772-1761. Please share
this flyer with friends, family, neighbors,
teammates, coworkers, and on social
media

Twin Farms Mobile Petting Zoo!
14:30 am - 130 pm:
Closed-loe Shoes Required

&

. Face & Vingernail Painting!

&

FTREL Hot Do Lunch
foe children with tichets
from the Registration Table!
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¢ Our churchwide
Fellowship
Luncheon isTHIS
Sunday,
September 20",
after worship in
the Fellowship
Hall. The menu is:

baked ziti, salad,

Fellowship Meal Bt

garlic bread, and
dessert. Yum! No reservations are needed, but as always, there will be a basket
for donations to help defray the cost of the food.

o Everyone is
invited to attend the
Adult Sunday School
Class’ exciting study
on the Book of Acts,
each Sunday at 9:45
am in the Fellowship
Classroom! Acts is
about the birth and
growth of the early
Christian church
following the

“" ascension of Christ. It

follows the ministries of the apostles, especially Peter
and Paul, despite persecution, imprisonment, fear, and
cultural clashes. We will be learning about the power of
the Holy Spirit, the faithfulness of the early believers, and
the sovereignty of God. These anchor this study of the
growth of the early Christian church!

Small

Groups
Fall 2026

Our Christian Education Ministry committee has a great
line up of Small Groups this fall. You can view the
brochure here: https://sopc.net/events/fall-2026-small-
groups/ . It’s not to late to join them! 803-772-1761 or
sopc@sopc.net. Our Dinners of 6 (“supper club”) group
needs more participation! The schedule is being made
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soon. To the left is a picture from the
September 10" gathering of our Artist’s

. Way small group.

o As you know, every Sunday, we
host Love Revolution, a free meal in the
Pavilion for those in need in the

community every Sunday. The 3" and 5"

Sundays are our weeks to LEAD the

preparation and serving of the meal. This Sunday is the 3" Sunday of

September!! Bring a dish if you can. If not, you can just show up to help serve
around 3:30 pm! In fact, Sundays are just FULL of opportunities to serve after

worship! Our Clothing Closet and ShowerUp ministry both open at 2 pm each

week. These, along with the Love
Revolution meals and fellowship
time, are truly a beacon of hope for
those less fortunate in our
community. In fact, our efforts as a
host site with the ShowerUp ministry
were recognized at a luncheon on
9/15/26. We were given the
auspicisous and highly sought after
SHOWER HEAD TROPHY for
showering GRACE, HOPE, & LOVE
on our community! Way to go, team!
If you have questions about any of
our “Service Sunday” programs, or
would like to help us serve as the
hands and feet of God in our
community, give the church office a
call at 803-772-1761 or email us at
sopc@sopc.net. We’ll connect you
with folks that can answer your
questions, share their stories of the
impact of these vital missions, and
get you ready to start volunteering if
you’d like to.

ShowerUJP Host Site
Seven Oaks
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e Youth: we invite you to stay after
worship, join us at the Fellowship
Luncheon, and then meet in the Youth
Room at 1:30 this Sunday to serve our
neighbors in need at the ShowerUp
ministry and Love Revolution.
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at noon at DeLucca’s Italian Grill, 1720

Sunset Blvd., West Columbia. It’s _M(/@g K&LVLO%@OJ’(/

Dutch treat. Please RSVP to Margaret
Royals at 803-608-1434 or
mroyals052@gmail.com.

° Our

SOPC Book Group will gather at Loveland Coffee on THIS
Thursday, Septermber 24", at 3 pm to feloowship and to
discuss My Sister the Serial Killer by Oyinkan Braithwaite.
Contact Kitsie Miller for more information, to let her know

T you’re coming, or just to say, “Hi!”
e The Shepherd’s Center of St.
Andrews has a new
&1}# Shepherd's Center Adventures in Learning
catalog available for Fall 2026
w Of St, Andrews classes. They are a non-profit
whose mission is “Inspiring
older adults through lifelong
learning, community, and service.” The catalog is availble in the church office,
narthex, or via shepherdscenterofstandrews.org. Their contact information is
803-731-9394 & contact.shepherdscenter@gmail.com.
e Clothing Closet Needs: 1. new or gently used men’s
socks, 2. men’s boxers or boxer briefs in larger sizes (L-2XL),
& 3. women’s underwear in smaller sizes (6/7).
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— If you have any
gently used plastic, paper, or re-usable cloth/canvas shopping bags with handles
that you do not want, please flatten them and bring them to the church office. We
go through a good number of bags between our Food Pantry, Clothing Closet,
Love Revolution to-go plates, and our SOES Backpack Snacks missions. Thanks!
1. Please leave the “Fan” setting on all
SOPC thermostats set to “Auto,” NOT
“On.” During the warm days, if the fan is
set to “On,” it just blows hot air into the
rooms. Thank you! 2. If you notice
maintenance concerns or have room set- )

up requests for events, Karl welcomes you Re m | n de r
to call or text him directly on his church

cell phone at 803-237-4519. It’s easier for
him to hear requests directly from you to
avoid confusion and to facilitate him asking relevant questions.

If you would like to read the most recent newsletter of Trinity Presbytery, it is
available here: https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Trinity-Presbytery-E-News---
September--10--2026.htmi?s0id=1101245909525&aid=q9ZcWPm7qY0

If you would like to read the most recent newsletter of the Synod of South
Atlantic, it is available here: https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Synod-of-
South-Atlantic-Newsletter--September-15--
2026.html?s0id=1113711098704&aid=ImgcdZ7HUPA .

We can train folks so that we can show videos with our Minutes for Missions
before worship. This training with Karl will take several weeks before the desired
event, and needs to be scheduled well in advance. Thanks!

If you would like to volunteer in the sanctuary’s sound booth occasionally, please
contact the church office. Training provided!

¥ you have information that you would like to go out to aur
church family in the Lzaflet and/or bulletin, please get i to Cnnah
(n the church office by the Juebday before. Thanks!

sopc@sopc.net or 803-772-1761

rriendly
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Qlso, please dor’t forget that a digital, up-to-the-minute church
calendak & available at https://sopc.net/calendar/.

Seven Oaks Presbyterian Church (USA), 530 St. Andrews Rd., Columbia, SC 29210-4517; www.sopc.net



