
 

 

TO HEAR GOD’S WORD  
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                                                                                                                      Rev. Rodney E. Norris 
 
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON                                                     Romans 14:1-12                                                                  Rev. Rodney E. Norris 
 
MUSICAL SELECTION                                                  Come to Me, O Weary Traveler                                                           William P. Rowan                                                   

Chancel Choir  
 
GOSPEL LESSON                                                                       Matthew 18:21-35                                                               Rev. Rodney E. Norris 
 
MESSAGE                                                            There Is No Magic Number for Forgiveness.                                      Rev. Rodney E. Norris 

 

RESPONDING IN FAITH  
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                                      The Apostles’ Creed                                                             Rev. Rodney E. Norris 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who 
was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day, He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sitteth 
on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe 
in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.               
                                                                                                         
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                                         Rev. Rodney E. Norris 
...Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.   
 
INVITATION TO OFFERING                                                                                                                                                          Rev. Rodney E. Norris 
 
OFFERTORY HYMN #444                  Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive (sung to the tune of #329)                                                                    

  (Please remain seated during the Offertory Hymn.) 
 

*DOXOLOGY #606                                               Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 
 
*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING                                                                                                                                                    Rev. Rodney E. Norris 
O God, we thank you for these gifts. Multiply them, and enable the work of love and the righteousness of your 
kingdom in the world. We thank and praise you in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
*HYMN #363                                                                             Rejoice, the Lord Is King! 
 
CHARGE & BENEDICTION                                                                                                                                                          Rev. Rodney E. Norris 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                              Fantasia on “Old Hundredth”                                                          Gordon Young    

  (Please remain seated during the Postlude.) 
 
 

*Please stand in body or spirit. When items are in bold, you are invited to join aloud. 
 
 
Copyright Information: 
Just a Closer Walk with Thee. Music by Ruth Elaine Schram, ©2012 The Lorenz Publishing Corporation. Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-738441. All 
rights reserved. 
Come To Me O Weary Traveler. Words by Sylvia G. Dunstan and music by William P. Rowan, Text ©1991 and music ©1991 GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted and streamed 
with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-738441. All rights reserved. 
Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive. Words by Rosamond E. Herklots, ©1969, 1983 Oxford University Press. Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-
738441. All rights reserved. 
Fantasia on "Old Hundredth". Music by Gordon Young, ©1985 Sacred Music Press. Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-738441. All rights reserved. 
All other music in worship is in the public domain. 

 

 

Welcome! 
 

Seven OakS                                                          

PreSbyterian ChurCh 

530 St. Andrews Rd., Columbia, SC 29210; 
803-772-1761; www.sopc.net; 

email: sopc@sopc.net 
 

Sunday, September 13, 2026 
16th Sunday After Pentecost 

STRIKING OF THE HOUR 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                                                          Rev. Rodney E. Norris 
 

WE GATHER TOGETHER TO PRAISE GOD 
 

PRELUDE                                                                  Just a Closer Walk With Thee                                                 Ruth Elaine Schram 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                                                                                  Elder Jim Taylor 
Leader – In the presence of God, the sea shall flee, the mountains shall skip like rams, and the hills like lambs. 
People – We are bold to approach the Lord and call him our God. We come into God’s presence with singing 
and into God’s courts with praise. 
Leader – Give thanks to the Lord, for God is good. 
People – God’s steadfast love endures forever. 
Leader – Let us worship God. 
 
*HYMN #35                                                          Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty 
 
*CALL TO CONFESSION                                                                                                                                                          Elder Jim Taylor 
 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                                                                                                                    Elder Jim Taylor 
God our redeemer, we confess that we remain captivated by sin. You move heaven and earth to save us, but 
we are unmoved by the suffering of others. You are willing to forgive again and again, but we are unwilling to 
forgive the debts of others. Forgive us; liberate us. Let us be no longer bound by sin, but set free to worship 
and serve you in freedom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
*MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION & PERSONAL CONFESSION                                                                       Elder Jim Taylor 
…in the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen. 
 
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                                                                                                                                    Elder Jim Taylor 
Leader - Hear the good news of the Gospel: in Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 
People - Praise and thanks be to God!  
 
*GLORIA PATRI #581                                             Glory Be to the Father 
  
CHILDREN’S CORNER                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
We invite children ages 4k - 4th grade to go to the Children’s Corner at this time. A designated adult will be sitting with the 
children, and age-appropriate activities will be provided that go along with worship. Parents will pick up their children after the 
service.              



 

 

  
 
The choir's anthem 
combines an original 
20th century hymn 

with an English song, I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say. 
Together, they describe both Jesus' invitation to 
come and find rest in Him, and the believer's 
response. The postlude is based on the 
hymntune "Old Hundredth" which is the tune 
we use when singing Praise God, from Whom 
All Blessings Flow. 
 
 
 
Sunday, September 13: 
Liturgist: Jim Taylor 
Counters: Liz Harris; Jeanne LeBoeuf 
Head Usher: Mark Wishart 
Greeters: Carol Griffith; Brenda Turner 
Children’s Corner: Mary Johnson 
Announcement Slides: Mary Dempster 
 
Sunday, September 20:  
Liturgist: Frank Sheppard 
Counters: Jim & Elizabeth Taylor 
Head Usher: Ron Kesterson 
Greeters: Banks & Ellis Robinson 
Children’s Corner: Kathy Keane 
Announcement Slides: Mary Dempster 
 

 
 
Pastor: Rev. Rodney E. Norris; rev.norris@sopc.net 
Director of Music Ministry: Dr. Lloyd Pilkington 
Office Manager: Annah G. Hiers; sopc@sopc.net 
Accompanist: Sharon Watkins 
Building Superintendent: Karl Thompson;                
803-237-4519 
Volunteer Financial Administrator: Sharon Staton; 
sharon@sopc.net 
Nursery Coordinator: Amy Schwartz 

 
Sunday, September 13: 

• 9:45 am - Sunday School for All Ages 
• 9:45 am – Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
• 10:00 am - The Well Church 
• 11:00 am - Worship              
• 12:15 pm – Fellowship Ministry Meeting                               
• 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm - Mision Cristiana  
• 2:00 pm - ShowerUp & Clothing Closet Open 
• 3:30 pm - 5:00 pm - Love Revolution  
• 5:30 pm – Youth Group 

Monday, September 14: Karl Off 
• 8:00 am – Peaceful Gatherings Nature School 
• 10:00 am – Church History Bible Study 
• 4:30 pm – Mary Kay 
• 7:00 pm – Troop 91 
• 7:30 pm – NANA  
• 8:00 pm – Mision Cristiana  

Tuesday, September 15: 
• 8:00 am – Peaceful Gatherings Nature School 
• 11:00 am – Bible Talk with Pastor Rodney 
• 12:00 pm – Trinity Meditation & Qi Gong 
• 7:30 pm – NANA  
• 8:00 pm – Mision Cristiana 

Wednesday, September 16: 
• 8:00 am – Peaceful Gatherings Nature School 
• 7:30 pm – NANA  

Thursday, September 17: 
• 8:00 am – Peaceful Gatherings Nature School 
• 12:00 pm – The Artist’s Way  

Friday, September 18: 
• 6:45 am – Lanterns Men’s Prayer Group 
• 8:00 am – Peaceful Gatherings Nature School 
• 7:30 pm – Mision Cristiana  

Saturday, September 19: 
• 10:00 am – GAI Sabbath Group Meeting 

 
 
 

 
Monday – Thursday 
 10:00 am – 2:00 pm 

 

 

Cherished guests, we invite you to stop by the 
welcome table in the narthex/lobby. Please 
take a goody bag with you as a reminder of the 
gift of God’s love. Also, please leave your 
information for us on the yellow card and place 
it in the offering plate. Thank you for 
worshipping with us today. 
 

A nursery is available in Building A 
during Sunday School & Worship 
for children ages 0 - 4. Parents with 
children staying with you during 
worship, please feel free to grab a 

“Wiggle Bag” from the Narthex / lobby’s coat rack before 
worship starts. You’ll find crayons, activity pages, a clipboard, 
etc. inside. Remember that young ones (4k - 4th grade) go to the 
Children’s Corner of the sanctuary after the Gloria Patri is sung 
during the service. If you have any questions, an usher or 
greeter will be happy to assist you. 

 
There are ramps leading into all 
buildings on campus. There are 
wheelchair accessible 
restrooms. If you would benefit 
from mobility assistance getting 
to your seat, or after worship 
getting out to your vehicle, a hearing assistance device, a large 
print hymnal, or a paper print out of the hymn lyrics rather than 
holding a hymnal, please notify an usher. On Sundays in which 
we partake in Holy Communion, if you would prefer a gluten-
free option, please alert the Elders serving the elements. All are 
welcome in God’s family and at SOPC! 
 
 

 
 (*indicates ministry chair): 

Clerk of Session: Polly Robinson 
Session Class of 2027:  

• Jeanne LeBoeuf - Missions 
• Kitsie Miller - Fellowship 
• Frank Sheppard - Administration* 
• Elizabeth Taylor - Administration* 

Session Class of 2028: 
• Mark Dillard - Buildings & Grounds 
• Mary Johnson - Disciple Care* 
• Tish Lowe - Missions* 
• Sharon Watkins - Worship* 

Session Class of 2029: 
• Betty Cheung-Shuler - Fellowship 
• Liz Harris - Fellowship* 
• Sharon Staton - Christian Education* 
• Mark Wishart - Buildings & Grounds* 

Trustees: Molly Jackson, Robert Miller, Brenda Turner 
Treasurer: Kathy Locklair 
Presbyterian Women Moderator (SOPW): Marion Wishart* 

 

 
• Pastor Rodney’s Installation Service will be Sunday, 

October 4th at 4 pm, with a reception following in the 
Fellowship Hall. RSVP to the church office. 

• Our monthly churchwide Fellowship Luncheon will be 
NEXT Sunday, September 20th, after worship in the 
Fellowship Hall. The menu is baked ziti. Yum! 

• All are invited to attend the Adult Sunday School Class’ 
study of the Book of Acts! We meet each week at 9:45 am 
in the Fellowship Classroom. Acts is about the birth and 
growth of the Christian church following Christ’s 
ascension. It follows the ministries of the apostles and the 
persecution they faced. We will be learning about the 
power of the Holy Spirit, the faithfulness of the early 
believers, and the sovereignty of God. 

• We are seeking a volunteer(s) from the church to serve as 
SOPC’s librarians. Wonderful resources are available in 
the church library. We need someone willing to organize 
them and develop a system for lending them. 

• We’re excited about our upcoming Fall Festival--October 
17th from 11 am until 2 pm! Please let Kathy Keane &/or 
Sharon Staton know if you can volunteer to help at the 
event. 

• Fall Small Groups are underway! If you would like a 
brochure of what’s available, please visit sopc.net/events 
or contact the church office. It’s not too late to join. Our 
Dinners of Six group needs more participation. If you’re 
thinking about joining, the schedule is being made soon.  

• Our Youth Ministry will begin our regular Sunday night 
youth group meetings TONIGHT at 5:30 pm in the Youth 
Room of SOPC. 

• The next Ladies’ Luncheon will be held on Monday, 
September 21st at noon at DeLucca’s Italian Grill, 1270 
Sunset Blvd., West Columbia. Please RSVP to Margaret 
Royals at 803-608-1434 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  

• Our SOPC Book Group will gather at 3 pm at Loveland 
Coffee on Thursday, September 24th to discuss My Sister 
the Serial Killer by Oyinkan Braithwaite. Contact Kitsie 
Miller for more information or to RSVP. 

 

  
The family of Lucretia Seigler; Myrna Gause; Sue Kesterson; 
Aletha Robinson; Jerry Summer & Tracey Wilkes; Crystal 
Johnson; Scott Wishart; Donna Moore; Asher Mellitz; Janet & 
Nealy Jordan; John Carter; Monroe Swearingen; Al & Margaret 
Charles; Fran & Jeffrey Brannon; Annie Moffatt & Jimmy Revell; 
Dan & Elizabeth Turk, missionaries in Madagascar; Nueva Paz, 
our partner church in Cuba 

 

In Care Communities: 
Dave, Rich, & Sam Allen; Edith Blanchett; Barbara Fowler; 
Barry Shatzer; Charlaine Pilkington; Virginia Martinez; Jim 
Wilhide; Ira Leon; Willie Hale 

    Music Notes: 



 

 

 

  



 

 

 
 



 

 

 


