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When you think of superpowers, what comes to your mind? Is it superhuman
strength, the ability to fly, being able to read people’s minds, being invisible,
super speed capable of running across water or up buildings, x-ray vision, being
able to breathe underwater? It’ safe to say we will never have any of these
powers. But we all have one superpower that can change the world. A smile. It
seems so small, but it has a surprisingly large effect. A smile communicates
welcome. It tells someone they matter. A smile can lift someone’s spirits. A smile
can break down barriers and make a stranger feel less like a stranger. A smile is
contagious. Your smile often invites another person to smile who invites another
person to smile and so on and so on. A smile can reflect grace. For a Christian,
joy and kindness can be a quiet testimony to the love of Christ. A smile may not
change the whole world, but it can change someone’s world — and that may be
how God changes the world, one person at a time. Someone has to be the first
person to smile, so let that be you. You might not see many pictures of Jesus
smiling, but I am sure he did!

In Christ, Rodney




Here’s a hint about this Sunday’s (8/16/26) worship service from Pastor Rodney:

Even the dogs
eat the crumbs
that fall from
their master’s

Our August churchwide fellowship
meal is THIS SUNDAY, Auqgust 16, 2026, after worship in the Fellowship Hall.

He menu is fried chicken, macaroni & cheese, green beans, slaw,
rolls/biscuits, & dessert. Yum! Worship will feed your soul, and afterwards,
you can enjoy some “soul food.” Donations will be accepted to help defray
the cost of the food.
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RALLY DAY

THIS Sunday, August 16th is RALLY DAY! Please plan to join all ages of the
church family in the Fellowship Hall at 9:15 am for a light, continental breakfast
and short program. Around 10 am, we’ll dismiss to our various Sunday School
classrooms. During worship, there will be a time for Back-to-School Blessings &
the “Blessing of the Backpacks.” All students are encouraged to bring their
bookbags/backpacks to worship and participate. We will also Commission our
Sunday School Teachers in worship.
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An Invitation: Come sing with us, and help us continue to
sing to the Lord a new song! Add your voice to ours, and share the gifts God has
given you with us. Our Chancel Choir is a wonderfully dedicated group that loves
singing their faith and praising God in song. As we begin our new season, we
invite you to come and join us. Starting September 13 we rehearse every Sunday
morning from 9:45-:11:00, followed by singing for our 11:00 morning worship.
You will find a warm welcome, good fellowship and a great opportunity to share
in our ministry of music. If you have any questions, or need more information,
just speak to Lloyd or any choir member. We look forward to seeing you
September 13!

Small

Groups

Fall 2026

SEVEN OAKS

- “ Our Christian Education Ministry committee has a great
line up of Small Groups starting in September. Get excited!



. e Youth will meet at the Bussells’ at 3:00 pm
THIS Sunday for a “new year” kick-off celebration! Parents are also invited! Then,
we will begin our reqgular youth meetings on September 13th,

Shower Grace. Hope. Love.

“We aren't here to make dirty people clean...

we are here to give hopeless people HOPE!”

ShowerUp’s mission is to build community, elevate dignity, ignite hope, and
demonstrate God’s love through mobile showers, laundry, and personal care for those
in need.

e Our Missions Ministry team and Love Revolution volunteers are excited to share
with you that our ShowerUp ministry got off to a good start last Sunday! Each
Sunday at 2 pm, neighbors in need can come to our Clothing Closet for a clean
set of clothes, then head to our back parking lot before the LR meal for a FREE,
private, clean shower in ShowerUp’s mobile shower trailer. We are among the
pioneers in this area to offer this life-and-health-giving ministry. Questions?
Contact Sharon Staton. You can also learn more at www.showerup.org.
Volunteers for the Clothing Closet and/or ShowerUp ministry should arrive by
1:45 pm. “OUR” Sundays to lead the effforts at Love Revolution in terms of food
and volunteers are the 3’ and 5" Sundays of the month. This Sunday, August
16'", is the 3" Sunday! If you can bring a dish to share with our neighbors in
need, great! If not, you are welcome to come and help serve. Volunteers for the
meal usually arrive at 3:30 pm.

THE LOVE “EVOLUTION



http://www.showerup.org/

MORE Justice starts the yearly cycle
with the Listening Process. This is a time for you to tell us what is happening in
our community that makes you angry or what injustice breaks your heart. We, the
members, will vote to decide what issue will be addressed by MORE Justice in
2027. Please join us Tuesday, August 25th at 6PM in the Fellowship Classroom
whether you want to join or not! We are listening. -Polly Robinson
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MAKE A GAME
CHANGING PLAY!
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Blood Drive
Seven Oaks Presbyterian Church

Fellowship Hall
530 St Andrews Rd
Columbia, SC 29210

Wednesday, September 2, 2026
10:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Scan this QR code to make an appointment to donate blood products.



L, 2 Lo

= N ,,‘ —~n. &% - The August ladies luncheon will be held Monday,
August 17t at noon at Olive Garden on Harbison Blvd. Please RSVP to Margaret
Royals at (803) 866-7376 or mroyals052@gmail.com.

Our SOPC Book Group will gather at Loveland
Coffee on Thursday, Septermber 24", at 3 pm to feloowship and to discuss My
Sister the Serial Killer by Oyinkan Braithwaite. Contact Kitsie Miller for more
information, to let her know you’re coming, or just to say, “Hi!”
Pack the Park Fireflies baseball game August 25th - Support Family Promise of
the Midlands by purchasing tickets using the QR code on the flyer below.
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Family
Promise

of the Midllands

. Pack the Park for Nonprofits |
Family Promise of the Midlands :
' o the Columbia Fiveflies :

auc |07:05PM rotror oo
25 |1640 Freed St.
Columbia, SC, 29201 :

hitps /www gofevo com/ovent ' PackthoPark2026fp
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SEVEN OAKS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH'S

FALL FESTIVAL

WWW.SOPC.NET

...from 11 am until 2
pm. This is a wonderful outreach event for the young families of our community!
If you would like to voluneer to help, please contact Kathy Keane and/or Sharon
Staton.




Clothing Closet Needs: 1. new or gently used men’s socks, 2.
men’s boxers or boxer briefs in larger sizes (L-2XL), & 3. women’s underwear in
smaller sizes (6/7).

. If you have any
gently used plastic, paper, or re-usable cloth/canvas shopping bags with handles
that you do not want, please flatten them and bring them to the church office. We
go through a good number of bags between our Food Pantry, Clothing Closet,

Love Revolution to-go plates, and our SOES Backpack Snacks missions. Thanks!
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McGregor

(ET "'s',lz",".'.' YQU'RE COMING FRIDAY 8
RSVP Y AUGUST 24™ AUGUST 2

e Our siblings in faith at McGregor Presbyterian Church cordially invite us to
attend a concert on Friday, Auqust 28, featuring the band, Carolina Bluegrass




Style. With a name rooted deeply in the heritage of Appalachian sound, this band
has crafted an unmistakable identity all their own. The band was the recipient of
the 2025 Josie Music Awards — Bluegrass Group of the Year and has performed
at major regional festivals across the Carolinas, Tennessee, Alabama, and the
Southeast. They have shared stages with top national touring acts and are
known for standout original arrangements and creative cross-genre
interpretations. The concert will be held in Glenn Hall at McGregor Presbyterian
Church, 6505 St. Andrews Road. Doors will open at 6:30 p.m. and the music will
begin at 7:00 p.m. There is no admission fee, but an rsvp is requested by August
24th at mcgpresadm@gmail.com or by calling the church office at 803-781-2391.
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We Need
Your Help! !

l SOPC is in need of members willing to collect the offering by
passing the plate. We need 3 people EACH Sunday. It’s ok if you have never done
it before. We can train you! Please prayerfully consider serving God via SOPC in
this vital role. If interested, or if you have questions, please contact either the
church office (803-772-1761,) Pastor Rodney, Sharon Watkins, or Polly Robinson.
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Are you available and willing to occasionally offer a ride to
church for a church family member? Some of our beloved church family
members are either no longer driving, without access to a car, or temporarily
unable to drive. You would not be needed every Sunday, and we can work around
your schedule! If interested, please contact the church office at sopc@sopc.net
of 803-772-1761. Thanks!

(-/ b If anyone in our church family would benefit from wheelchair service

from the car into worship, we would be happy to assist you! When you arrive
Sunday morning, have whoever is driving you enter the narthex and inform the
usher that you are in the parking lot. The usher or a greeter will then bring a
wheelchair out to your car to get you. They will also take you out to your car after
worship. It is our pleasure to do this! If you need a ride to church, please contact
your shepherd or the church office.



mailto:sopc@sopc.net

The church office is making an attempt to collect
emergency contact information for all our church family members. If you
wouldn’t mind, please email Annah at sopc@sopc.net or call the chruch office at
803-772-1761 or write your emergency contact person’s name, phone number,
and/or email address on a sheet of paper and mail it to the church at 530 St.
Andrews Rd., Columbia, SC 29210-4517.

We’re collecting cans’ pop tops! So far, we have donated 9 gallon-sized Ziploc
bags FULL of pop tops to the Ronald McDonald House in Columbia.

We can train folks so that we can show videos with our Minutes for Missions
before worship. This training with Karl will take several weeks before the desired
event, and needs to be scheduled well in advance. Thanks!

If you would like to volunteer in the sanctuary’s sound booth occasionally, please
contact the church office. Training provided!

¥ you have information that you would like to go aut to our

church family in the Leaflet and/or bulletin, please get i to

CGrnah in the church office by the Tuesday before. Thanks!
sopc@sopc.net or 803-772-1761

aldo,,a(eade dort forget that a digital, up-to-the-minute
chuwrch calendar b available at

https://sopc.net/calendatr/.

Seven Oaks Presbyterian Church (USA), 530 St. Andrews Rd., Columbia, SC 29210-4517; www.sopc.net


mailto:sopc@sopc.net
mailto:sopc@sopc.net

