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STRIKING OF THE HOUR 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                                       Rev. Rodney E. Norris 

MINUTE FOR MISSION                                            MORE Justice                                                      Rev. Rodney E. Norris 

WE GATHER TOGETHER TO PRAISE GOD 
 

PRELUDE                                                          Praise Him! Praise Him!                                                         Mary McDonald                                                        
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                                              Elder Frank Sheppard 
Leader – Give thanks to the Lord, for God is good. 
People – God’s steadfast love endures forever. 
Leader – We gather as the body of Christ. 
People – We are many individuals, but together we are one. 
Leader – As the one body of Christ, let us worship God. 
                                                                                                                                    
*HYMN #394                  Christ is Made the Sure Foundation (sung to Regent Square: tune #143)                           
 
*CALL TO CONFESSION                                                                                                                       Elder Frank Sheppard                                                                                                  
  
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                                                                                 Elder Frank Sheppard  
Merciful God, we confess that we have conformed our lives to the ways of the world and not the ways of your  
kingdom. We think of ourselves too highly and regard others as lowly. We exalt possessions and power, when 
you alone are to be exalted. We let conflicts prevail over grace, and divisions over harmony. Have mercy upon us, 
we pray. Forgive and transform us, that we may be holy and acceptable to you. Through Jesus Christ we pray. 
 
*MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION & PERSONAL CONFESSION                                                   Elder Frank Sheppard 
 

...In the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.  
 
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                                                                                                  Elder Frank Sheppard 
Leader - Hear the good news of the Gospel, in Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 
People - Praise and thanks be to God! 
   
*GLORIA PATRI #581                                            Glory Be to the Father 
 
CHILDREN’S CORNER                                                                                                                                                                                                        

We invite children ages 4k - 4th grade to go to the Children’s Corner at this time. A designated adult will be sitting with the 

children, and age appropriate activities will be provided that go along with worship. Parents will pick up their children after 

the service.                 

 

 
 

         

                                                                                                                                 
                                                                     
                          
 
 

 

TO HEAR GOD’S WORD 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                                                                               Rev. Rodney E. Norris      

 

FIRST NEW TESTAMENT LESSON                           Romans 12:1-8                                                   Rev. Rodney E. Norris                                                                                                         

Leader - The Word of the Lord. 

People - Thanks be to God!   
 

MUSICAL SELECTION                                        Sing Hallelujah to the Lord                                     Stassen / arr. Kristianson    
                  Chancel Choir 

                                                                                                                       

SECOND NEW TESTAMENT LESSON                    Matthew 16:13-20                                                 Rev. Rodney E. Norris 

Leader - The Word of the Lord. 

People - Thanks be to God!   
  

MESSAGE                                                                 It’s Ecclesiological.                                                Rev. Rodney E. Norris                                                 
                                          

RESPONDING IN FAITH 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                      The Apostles’ Creed                                               Rev. Rodney E. Norris                                                       

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who 

was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 

buried. He descended into hell. The third day, He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sitteth 

on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe 

in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.                                                                                                                       
 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS                         Elder Julie Bussells, Rev. Rodney E. Norris 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                         Rev. Rodney E. Norris                                                                                                                                      

 ...Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 

is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.   

INVITATION TO OFFERING                                                                                                                   Rev. Rodney E. Norris                                                       

OFFERTORY HYMN #649                            Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound                                                                   

         (Please remain seated during the Offertory Hymn & see insert.) 

*DOXOLOGY #606                                   Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow                                                                     

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING                                                                                                               Rev. Rodney E. Norris                                                                                                                         
Almighty God, receive the fruits of our labor and the dedication of our lives. Make them an acceptable sacrifice in 
union with Jesus Christ. Amen. 

*HYMN #548                       May God Support You All Your Days (sung to Tallis Canon: tune #675)                                                                                         

CHARGE & BENEDICTION                                                                                                                     Rev. Rodney E. Norris                                                                   
POSTLUDE                                                              Victory Through Christ                                                               Lani Smith

                                            (Please remain seated during the Postlude.)           

*Please stand in body or in spirit.                                                              
When items are in bold, you are invited to join aloud. 

 

Welcome! 
 

 

SEVEN OAKS  
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH   
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13th Sunday After Pentecost 

     



 

  

                                                                                                                       
 
Sunday, August 23: SOPW Officer  
 Installation 
Liturgist: Frank Sheppard 
Counters: Carol Griffith; Kitsie Miller 
Head Ushers: Robert & Kitsie Miller 
Greeters: Banks & Ellis Robinson 
Children’s Corner: Mary Dempster 
Announcement Slides: Mary Dempster 
 
Sunday, August 30:  
Liturgist: Jim Taylor 
Counters: Mark Dillard; Frank Sheppard 
Head Usher: Banks Robinson 
Greeters: Mary Dempster; Jancie Reiser 
Children’s Corner: Marion Wishart 
Announcement Slides: Mary Dempster 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor: Rev. Rodney E. Norris; 
 rev.norris@sopc.net 
Director of Music Ministry: Dr. Lloyd 
 Pilkington 
Office Manager: Annah G. Hiers; 
 sopc@sopc.net 
Accompanist: Elder Sharon Watkins 
Building Superintendent: Karl  
 Thompson  
Volunteer Financial Administrator:                     
 Elder Sharon Staton;                  
 sharon@sopc.net 
Nursery Coordinator: Amy Schwartz 

SESSION (*indicates chair) 
 

Clerk of Session: Polly Robinson 
Class of 2027:  
Jeanne LeBoeuf - Missions 
Kitsie Miller - Fellowship 
Frank Sheppard - Administration* 
Elizabeth Taylor - Administration* 
Class of 2028: 
Mark Dillard - Buildings & Grounds 
Mary Johnson - Disciple Care* 
Tish Lowe - Missions* 
Sharon Watkins - Worship* 
Class of 2029: 
Betty Cheung-Shuler - Fellowship 
Liz Harris - Fellowship* 
Sharon Staton - Christian Education* 
Mark Wishart - Buildings & Grounds* 
Trustees: Molly Jackson, Robert Miller, Brenda Turner 
Treasurer: Kathy Locklair 
Presbyterian Women Moderator (SOPW): 
Marion Watson-Wishart* 

• Congratulations to all the ladies being installed as SOPW 
officers today! Thank you for your service, leadership, and 

example! 

• An Invitation: Come sing with us, and help us continue 
to sing to the Lord a new song! Add your voice to ours, 
and share the gifts God has given you with us. Our 
Chancel Choir is a wonderfully dedicated group that loves 
singing their faith and praising God in song. As we begin 
our new season, we invite you to come and join us. Starting 
September 13 we rehearse every Sunday morning from 
9:45-11:00, followed by singing for our 11:00 morning 
worship. You will find a warm welcome, good fellowship, 
and a great opportunity to share in our ministry of music. If 
you have any questions, or need more information, just 
speak to Lloyd or any choir member. We look forward to 
seeing you September 13! 

• Fall Small Groups are gearing up! There’s something for 
everyone at SOPC! Please see the brochure in this bulletin 
and sign up at the table in the narthex or by contacting the 
church office. 

• Pastor Rodney will share a Minute for Mission with us 
this morning about MORE Justice. You will also find an 
informational flyer in this bulletin. Please join us Tuesday, 
August 25th at 6PM in the Fellowship Classroom if you 
are interested, have questions/concerns, etc. We are 
listening.  

• From Family Promise of the Midlands: Pack the Park at 
the Fireflies Baseball Game on August 25th at 7:05 pm! 
Proceeds benefit Family Promise if you purchase your 
tickets using the QR code on the flyers around campus. Or, 
you can contact FPM directly via https://
familypromisemidlands.org/.  

• On Monday morning, August 31st, at 9:00, any interested 
SOPC Family & Friends are invited to meet at Loveland 
Coffee to chat with Dan & Elizabeth Turk, the 
missionaries we have helped support in Madagascar for 
several years. 

• We will host a Red Cross Blood Drive on Wednesday, 
September 2, from 10 am - 2:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall. 
Contact Tish Lowe if you would like to volunteer. To sign 
up to give blood or blood products, please visit https://
www.redcrossblood.org/. If you are not comfortable signing 
up online, please contact the church office. 

• Our Youth Ministry will begin our regular Sunday night 
youth group meetings on September 13th in the Youth 
Room of SOPC. 

• The next Ladies’ Luncheon will be held on Monday, 
September 21st at noon at DeLucca’s Italian Grill, 1270 
Sunset Blvd., West Columbia. Please RSVP to Margaret 
Royals at (803) 866-7376 or mroyals052@gmail.com.  

• Our SOPC Book Group will gather at 3pm at Loveland 
Coffee on Thursday, September 24th for fellowship and to 
discuss My Sister the Serial Killer by Oyinkan Braithwaite. 
Contact Kitsie Miller for more information or to RSVP. 

• Our siblings in faith at McGregor PC have invited us to 
join them for a Bluegrass concert on Friday, August 28th. 
For more information, see the flyer on the bulletin board in 
the narthex or contact the church office. 

• The church office will be closed on Monday, September 7th 
in observance of the Labor Day holiday. 

Parents of Children: Please grab a “Wiggle Bag” from 

the Narthex / lobby before worship starts and remember 

that young ones (4k - 4th grade) go to the Children’s 

Corner after the Gloria Patri during the service. Thanks! 

Guests are invited to stop by the welcome 

table in the narthex/lobby. Please take a 

goody bag with you as a reminder of the gift 

of God’s love. Also, please leave your 

information for us on the yellow card and 

place it in the offering baskets. Thank you 

for worshipping with us today. 

In Our Prayers:                                   
Betty Cheung-Shuler      
Crystal Johnson                
Scott Wishart                    
June Burkhalter               
Donna Moore               
JoAnne Merritt’s Sister      
Asher Mellitz                                                                                 
Janet & Nealy Jordan         
Aletha & Derek Robinson                          
John Carter                                     
Monroe Swearingen                                               
Al & Margaret Charles               
Fran & Jeffrey Brannon   
Annie Moffatt & Jimmy Revell  
   

 

                                                                                                           

Iglesia Presbiteriana de 

 Nueva Paz, Cuba        

Daniel and Elizabeth Turk 

 (Missionaries)   

Those in Retirement 

Communities, Assisted 

Living, & Nursing Facilities:                                           

Dave, Rich & Sam Allen         

Edith Blanchett                                        

Barbara Fowler                                                                           

Barry Shatzer                                                   

Charlaine Pilkington                  

Virginia Martinez                                       

Jim Wilhide                                    

Ira Leon                            

Willie Hale                         

Church Staff 

OFFICE HOURS: M-Th; 10 am - 2 pm  
 

Sunday, August 23: SOPW Officer Installation 
9:45 am - Sunday School for All Ages 
10:30 am - Chancel Choir 
11:00 am - Worship                                            
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm - Mision Cristiana Elim Int’l. 
2:00 pm - ShowerUp & Clothing Closet Open 
3:30 pm - 5:00 pm - Love Revolution  
4:00 pm - The Well Church 
 
Monday, August 24: Karl’s Day Off 
8:00 am - 4:00 pm - Peaceful Gatherings Nature School 
7:00 pm - Troop 91 
7:30 pm - 8:30 pm - NANA 
8:00 pm - 10:00 pm - Mision Cristiana Elim Int’l. 
 
Tuesday, August 25: Karl Possibly Working  Primary 
Run-Off 
8:00 am - 4:00 pm - Peaceful Gatherings Nature School 
5:30 pm - MORE Justice Meeting 
6:00 pm - Troop 91 Committee Meeting 
6:00 pm - Yoga 
7:30 pm - 8:30 pm - NANA 
8:00 pm - 10:00 pm - Mision Cristiana Elim Int’l. 
 
Wednesday, August 26:  
8:00 am - 4:00 pm - Peaceful Gatherings Nature School 
7:30 pm - 8:30 pm - NANA 
 
Thursday, August 27:  
8:00 am - 4:00 pm - Peaceful Gatherings Nature School 
 
Friday, August 28:  
6:45 am - 7:45 am - Men’s Lanterns Prayer Group 
8:00 am - 4:00 pm - Peaceful Gatherings Nature School 
7:30 pm - 10:00 pm - Mision Cristiana Elim Int’l. 
Afternoon & Evening - Decorating FH for Event Sat.  
 
Saturday, August 29: 
All Day - Half Saree Party 
11:00 am - Mary Kay Training 
2:00 pm - New Hope Church 
 
 
 

 

 

Save the Date: 

August 31: Meeting with the Turks at Loveland Coffee 

September 2: Blood Drive 

September 4 & 5: Carpet Cleaning in the Office, etc. 

September 7: Labor Day 

 

A nursery is available in Building A  

during Sunday School & Worship for 

children ages 0 - 4. If you have any 

questions, please see an usher or  

greeter for help. 

    Music Notes: 

 

Praise Him, Praise Him is a joyful hymn of        
adoration and thanksgiving written by Fanny J. 

Crosby. The text reflects Crosby's deep personal 
faith and unshakable hope in Jesus Christ as both 
Savior and King. The hymn invites all believers to 
lift their voices in praise, acknowledging Christ’s 

redeeming work, divine power, and eternal reign.                                 
(notes from hymnallibrary.org)   


