
 

 
 

This is Part 1 of a two-week series on the symbolism and meaning of the 

PC(USA) seal. Enjoy the refresher! Or, enjoy learning something new!  

In Christ, Rodney 
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The seal of the Presbyterian Church (USA) is a symbolic statement of the 

church's heritage, identity, and mission in contemporary form. Its power 

depends on both its simplicity and complexity, as well as its traditional 

and enduring qualities. Several symbols are incorporated into the seal. 

The dominant structural and theological element in the design is the cross - the 

universal and most ecumenical symbol of the Christian church. The cross 

represents the incarnate love of God in Jesus Christ and his passion and 

resurrection. Because of its association with Presbyterian history, the Celtic 

cross was chosen as model for this contemporary rendering of the ancient 

symbol. 

The slightly-flared shape of the Celtic cross also makes possible the transforming 

of the uppermost section into the shape of a descending dove. As a symbol of 

the Holy Spirit, the dove is intimately tied to the representation of the Bible, 

affirming the role of the Spirit in both inspiring and interpreting Scripture in the 

life of the church. The dove also symbolizes Christ's baptism by John and the 

peace and wholeness which his death and resurrection bring to a broken world. 



        

• Here’s a hint about this Sunday’s worship service from Pastor Rodney:  

 
 

•  Our next churchwide Fellowship Meal will be 

Sunday, July 19th after worship. It will either be a cookout in the Pavilion or a 

cookout style meal inside. Our Troop 91 Scouts will join us and share a Scout 

Hut Open House with us! Feel free to dress casually and cooly for worship in 

case we are able to eat outside! 

•  The women of SOPC will have our annual 
summer salad luncheon on Tuesday, July 21 at noon in the Youth Room. Please 
bring your favorite salad to share! Join us as we celebrate the fellowship of our 
SOPC sisters! Please call Julie Bussells at 803-622-9509 if you have any 
questions or need transportation. Can’t wait to see you! 

•  

In experimenting with the basic lines and shapes of the cross, the contour of a 

book began to emerge in the horizontal section, and the two center lines of the 

cross became the representation of an open book. This integration of the 

horizontal dimensions of the cross with the book motif highlights the emphasis 

which the Reformed tradition has placed on the role of Scripture as a means of 

knowing God's word. 



•  John Carter is home from his 

inpatient rehab. Prise and thanks be to God!  The doctors are going to give him a 

month off of his cancer treatments and then resume his regiment of 

immunotherapy. Thank you for your continued prayers! John cherishes them and 

his church family at SOPC! 

•  SOPC is in need of members willing to collect the offering by 

passing the plate. We need 3 people EACH Sunday. It’s ok if you have never done 

it before. We can train you! Please prayerfully consider serving God via SOPC in 

this vital role. If interested, or if you have questions, please contact either the 

church office (803-772-1761,) Pastor Rodney, Sharon Watkins, or Polly Robinson. 

 

•  Our Montreat youth attendees and advisors 

will leave from SOPC NEXT Sunday, July 12, right after worship. Prayers are 

much appreciated for safe travels and for an experience that deepens our 

relationship with God. 

 
 



 
 

 

• Seven Oaks Elementary Back-To-School Teacher/Staff Snacks: A group of 

volunteers from SOPC will take snacks (salty & sweet) to the teachers and staff 

of SOES on Thursday, August 6th. If you would like to contribute and/or 

participate, please contact Sharon Watkins or Sharon Staton. Please have your 

contributions to the church or to one of “The Sharons” by Wednesday, August 

5th. Thanks! 



 
• Missions Ministry has allocated $1000 for supplies and books to Seven Oaks 

Elementary School (SOES) from a Mungo Foundation grant to SOPC designated 

for assistance to SOES.  If you wish to donate school supplies to supplement 

this gift, please see the bulletin insert and image above for a list of needed items 

and place donations in the baskets in the narthex or in the box in the church 

office meeting room. Please have all donations to the church by Wednesday, 

August 5th so that they can be delivered with the Teachers’ snacks on Thursday, 

August 6th.  



•  The church office is making an attempt to collect 

emergency contact information for all our church family members. If you 

wouldn’t mind, please email Annah at sopc@sopc.net or call the chruch office at 

803-772-1761 or write your emergency contact person’s name, phone number, 

and/or email address on a sheet of paper and mail it to the church at 530 St. 

Andrews Rd., Columbia, SC 29210-4517. Once she receives your information, 

Annah will update your confidential file with it, and share it with your shepherd. 

This way, we can be sure to be able to get in touch with the right people in case 

of an emergency. Thank you! We cherish each member of this church family and 

want to do our part to ensure everyone’s health and wellbeing. 

• From Kitsie Miller: “We’re calling a 

Summer Special Book Group Meeting!!  Come let us know what you’ve been 

doing!  Fannie Flagg wrote a really good book about the gals who were flying 

planes to get them where they needed to be during World War II.  And, we’d really 

love to see you! We’ll meet Thursday, July 30 at 3:00 pm at Loveland Coffee in 

Irmo and discuss The All Girl Filling Station’s Last Reunion and anything else 

you’d like to discuss.” Feel free to reach out to Kitsie with any questions and/or 

to let her know to expect you!  

•  Our next SOPC Ladies’ Luncheon will be held 

Monday, July 20, at noon at M Kitchen (Miyos) on Columbiana Dr. All women of 

the church and friends are welcome! It’s Dutch treat. Please notify Margaret 

Royals if you plan to attend. 803-608-1434 or mroyals052@gmail.com 

mailto:sopc@sopc.net
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•  Copies of the July/August Upper 

Room Devotional booklets are available in the Narthex. These offer an 

opportunity to stay connected to God via Scripture daily. Large print is available. 

We have a box full of back issues in the church office if anyone would like to 

share them with friends, neighbors, etc. 

•  

•  September 2 we will host a Red Cross Blood Drive. Contact 

Tish Lowe to volunteer to help, or visit redcrossblood.org to sign up to donate 

blood. Annah in the church office will be happy to help anyone not comfortable 

with the online sign up. 803-772-1761.    

• Are you available and willing to occasionally offer a ride to 

church for a church family member? Some of our beloved church family 

members are either no longer driving, without access to a car, or temporarily 

unable to drive. You would not be needed every Sunday, and we can work around 

your schedule! If interested, please contact the church office at sopc@sopc.net 

of 803-772-1761. Thanks! 

• If anyone in our church family would benefit from wheelchair service 

from the car into worship, we would be happy to assist you! When you arrive 

Sunday morning, have whoever is driving you enter the narthex and inform the 

usher that you are in the parking lot. The usher or a greeter will then bring a 

wheelchair out to your car to get you. They will also take you out to your car after 

worship. It is our pleasure to do this! If you need a ride to church, please contact 

your shepherd or the church office. 

mailto:sopc@sopc.net


•  If you are at the store and are able & feel led to pick up a few items 

for our Blessing Box / Food Pantry/Clothing Closet, we could use some small 

cans of Vienna sausages and/or travel-sized shampoos! Thanks! 

• We’re collecting cans’ pop tops!  So far, we have donated 9 gallon-sized Ziploc 

bags FULL of pop tops to the Ronald McDonald House in Columbia. 

• We can train folks so that we can show videos with our Minutes for Missions 

before worship. This training with Karl will take several weeks before the desired 

event, and needs to be scheduled well in advance. Thanks! 

• If you would like to volunteer in the sanctuary’s sound booth occasionally, please 

contact the church office. Training provided!  

• Save the Date: 
➢ July 12-18: Montreat Youth Camp 

➢ July 19: Churchwide Fellowship Meal Cookout and Scout Hut Open House 

➢ July 21: SOPW Salad Luncheon 

➢ August 6: Back to School Teacher/Staff Snacks and School Supplies to SOES 

➢ September 2: Blood Drive 

➢ October 17: Fall Festival 

• If you have information to go out to our church family in the Leaflet and/or 

bulletin, please get it to Annah by the Tuesday before. Thanks! 

 
• As of July 12, 2028, the price of U.S. postage stamps is increasing. We can 

still use our “forever” stamps purchased prior to the change. Here are the new 

rates for your reference: 

  


