
 

 

We all have life lessons we have learned throughout our lives. They come from 

many different places. Maybe you learned some from your parents, a coach, a 

teacher, or a friend--maybe even a pastor. I would like to share some life 

lessons from Sesame Street. 

Adventure awaits. – The adventures stop only when we stop looking for them. 

Never underestimate the thrill and value of a new adventure. They keep life 

exciting!  

It’s ok to talk about the hard stuff. – Many of us think we are the only one 

going through difficult times. So, we are embarrassed to share it with others. You 

are not alone! We all go through things. Talking about the hard stuff with 

someone is very helpful and healing. 

Friends matter. – Who else are you going to talk about the hard stuff with? 

Having a friend who is with you in the good times and in the bad times is life-

changing. 

The world needs us just as we are. – We can never live up to the expectations 

of others. When we try, we feel like we are never good enough. You are good 

enough! You are more than good enough!  

One of these things is not like the others. – This a good thing. God created 

us all unique. How boring would the world be if we all looked the same, spoke the 

same, ate the same thing, and believed the same thing. It’s in our differences 

that we learn how to live together.  

In Christ, 

Rodney  
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Here’s a hint about this Sunday’s (8/2/26) worship service from Pastor Rodney:  

 
 

 

Birthdays 
• 5: Jason Moore 
• 7: Becky Eason 
• 9: Asher Mellitz 
• 10: Vern Rogers & Ben Smith 
• 14: Kitsie Miller 
• 16: Sandra Johnson 
• 18: Charlotte Pilkington 
• 29: Amie Freeman 
• 30: Mark & Marion Wishart 
• 31: Sarah Paschal 

 



• Prayer Update: Donna Moore is coming home from the hospital this 

afternoon!! Praise & thanks be to God! Please continue to remember her in your 

prayers as she recovers at home. 

• SOPW’s annual Salad Luncheon on 7/21/26 was delightful for all in attendance!  

   

 
 

• A UFO was spotted over SOPC! Well, sort of. It’s a drone with a hose attached to 

it, power-washing the bell tower and steeple. We are so very thankful to the 

Michael J. Mungo Foundation for the grant allowing us to spruce up the campus. 

 



 

 
“We aren't here to make dirty people clean... 

we are here to give hopeless people HOPE!” 

ShowerUp’s mission is to build community, elevate dignity, ignite hope, and 
demonstrate God’s love through mobile showers, laundry, and personal care for those 

in need. 

• Our Missions Ministry team and Love Revolution volunteers are excited to share 

with you that NEXT SUNDAY, August 9th, we are scheduled to begin the 

ShowerUp program in conjunction with Love Revolution. Starting at 2 pm, 

neighbors in need can come to our back parking lot before the LR meal for a 

FREE, clean shower in ShowerUp’s mobile shower trailer. We are among the 

pioneers in this area to offer this life-and-health-giving ministry. Questions? 

Contact Tish Lowe, Robert Miller, Sharon Staton, and/or Liz Harris. You can also 

learn more at www.showerup.org. 

• and  

Sunday, August 16th, is RALLY DAY! Please plan to join all ages of the church 

family in the Fellowship Hall at 9:15 am for a light, continental breakfast and 

short program. Around 10 am, we’ll dismiss to our various Sunday School 

classrooms. During worship, there will be a time for the “Blessing of the 

Backpacks.” All students are encouraged to bring their bookbags/backpacks to 

worship and participate.  



•  If you have any 

gently used plastic, paper, or re-usable cloth/canvas shopping bags with handles 

that you do not want, please flatten them and bring them to the church office. We 

go through a good number of bags between our Food Pantry, Clothing Closet, 

Love Revolution to-go plates, and our SOES Backpack Snacks missions. Thanks! 

 

•  SOPC is in need of members willing to collect the offering by 

passing the plate. We need 3 people EACH Sunday. It’s ok if you have never done 

it before. We can train you! Please prayerfully consider serving God via SOPC in 

this vital role. If interested, or if you have questions, please contact either the 

church office (803-772-1761,) Pastor Rodney, Sharon Watkins, or Polly Robinson. 

 
• Seven Oaks Elementary Back-To-School Teacher/Staff Snacks: A group of 

volunteers from SOPC will take snacks (salty & sweet) to the teachers and staff 

of SOES on Thursday, August 6th. If you would like to contribute and/or 

participate, please contact Sharon Watkins or Sharon Staton. Please have your 

contributions to the church or to one of “The Sharons” by Wednesday, August 

5th. Thanks! 



 
• Missions Ministry has allocated $1000 for supplies and books to Seven Oaks 

Elementary School (SOES) from a Mungo Foundation grant to SOPC designated 

for assistance to SOES.  If you wish to donate school supplies to supplement 

this gift, please see the image above for a list of needed items and place 

donations in the baskets in the narthex or in the box in the church office meeting 

room. Please have all donations to the church by Wednesday, August 5th so that 

they can be delivered with the Teachers’ snacks on Thursday, August 6th.  



• From Kitsie Miller: “We’re calling a 

Summer Special Book Group Meeting!!  Come let us know what you’ve been 

doing!  Fannie Flagg wrote a really good book about the gals who were flying 

planes to get them where they needed to be during World War II.  And, we’d really 

love to see you! We’ll meet TOMORROW, Thursday, July 30 at 3:00 pm at 

Loveland Coffee in Irmo and discuss The All Girl Filling Station’s Last Reunion 

and anything else you’d like to discuss.” Feel free to reach out to Kitsie with any 

questions and/or to let her know to expect you!  

•  September 2 we will host a Red Cross Blood Drive. Contact 

Tish Lowe to volunteer to help, or visit redcrossblood.org to sign up to donate 

blood. Annah in the church office will be happy to help anyone not comfortable 

with the online sign up. 803-772-1761.    

• …from 11 am until 2 

pm. This is a wonderful outreach event for the young families of our community! 

If you would like to voluneer to help, please contact Kathy Keane and/or Sharon 

Staton. 



Ways To Give 
At Seven Oaks Presbyterian Church, we cherish and strive to be good stewards of gifts of your time, talents, 

service, witness, and earthly treasures. 

For information about how to give of your time, talents, service, and witness, please reach out to our church 

office and/or our pastor, Rev. Rodney E. Norris. 803-772-1761; sopc@sopc.net; rev.norris@sopc.net 

To give back a portion of the earthly treasures that have been given to you, there are several ways to make 

monetary donations: 

• You may place cash, checks, or money orders made out to SOPC in the offering plates on Sunday 
mornings during worship. 

• You may mail checks or money orders to SOPC, 530 St. Andrews Rd., Columbia, SC 29210-4517. 
• You may call the church office Monday-Thursday from 10 am – 2 pm to make an ACH, credit, or 

debit card donation by phone with the assistance of the church secretary. You’ll need your bank’s 
routing number and your personal account number to process an ACH transaction. 

• You may text "SEVENOAKS" to 73256 to give using your mobile device. This number will never 
send unsolicited texts to you. To cancel further messages, text STOP. If you need assistance with 
text giving, text HELP. Standard text message and data rates may apply. Privacy Policy - 
https://help.acst.com/en/trust-center/policies/privacy-policy Terms of Service - 
https://help.acst.com/en/trust-center/policies/terms-of-service 

• You may scan the QR code below to be taken directly to our online giving page. 

 
• You may navigate online to https://onrealm.org/SevenOaksPresby/give/now.  
• If you are interested in giving stock or in remembering SOPC in your will or estate plans, please 

contact our Financial Administrator, Elder Sharon Staton. 803-772-1761; sharon@sopc.net  

• Are you available and willing to occasionally offer a ride to 

church for a church family member? Some of our beloved church family 

members are either no longer driving, without access to a car, or temporarily 

unable to drive. You would not be needed every Sunday, and we can work around 

your schedule! If interested, please contact the church office at sopc@sopc.net 

of 803-772-1761. Thanks! 

mailto:sopc@sopc.net


• If anyone in our church family would benefit from wheelchair service 

from the car into worship, we would be happy to assist you! When you arrive 

Sunday morning, have whoever is driving you enter the narthex and inform the 

usher that you are in the parking lot. The usher or a greeter will then bring a 

wheelchair out to your car to get you. They will also take you out to your car after 

worship. It is our pleasure to do this! If you need a ride to church, please contact 

your shepherd or the church office. 

•  The church office is making an attempt to collect 

emergency contact information for all our church family members. If you 

wouldn’t mind, please email Annah at sopc@sopc.net or call the chruch office at 

803-772-1761 or write your emergency contact person’s name, phone number, 

and/or email address on a sheet of paper and mail it to the church at 530 St. 

Andrews Rd., Columbia, SC 29210-4517. 

• We’re collecting cans’ pop tops!  So far, we have donated 9 gallon-sized Ziploc 

bags FULL of pop tops to the Ronald McDonald House in Columbia. 

• We can train folks so that we can show videos with our Minutes for Missions 

before worship. This training with Karl will take several weeks before the desired 

event, and needs to be scheduled well in advance. Thanks! 

• If you would like to volunteer in the sanctuary’s sound booth occasionally, please 

contact the church office. Training provided!  

If you have information that you would like to go out to our 
church family in the Leaflet and/or bulletin, please get it to 
Annah in the church office by the Tuesday before. Thanks! 

sopc@sopc.net or 803-772-1761 
Also, please don’t forget that a digital, up-to-the-minute 

church calendar is available at 
https://sopc.net/calendar/. 

Seven Oaks Presbyterian Church (USA), 530 St. Andrews Rd., Columbia, SC 29210-4517; www.sopc.net 
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