
 

 

 It’s true what they say, “Love makes the world go round.” And our world 

can use a lot more of it. When you are asked what love is, it can be hard to 

explain. Good thing children are smarter than we are. Here are some children’s 

understanding of love: “Love is when a girl puts on perfume and a boy puts on 

shaving cologne and they go out and smell each other;” “Love is when you tell a 

guy you like his shirt, then he wears it every day;” “When you love somebody, 

your eyelashes go up and down and little stars come out of you;” “Love is when 

mommy sees daddy smelly and sweaty and still says he is handsomer than 

Robert Redford.” 

 Some children are way wiser than their years in these answers: “When my 

grandmother got arthritis, she couldn’t bend over and paint her toe nails any 

more. So, my grandfather does it for her all the time, even when his hands got 

arthritis too;” “When someone loves you, the way they say your name is 

different. You know that your name is safe in their mouth;” “Love is what is in the 

room with you at Christmas if you stop opening presents and listen;” “Love is 

when someone hurts you. And you get so mad, but you don’t yell at them 

because you know it would hurt their feelings;” “You really shouldn’t say I love 

you unless you mean it, but if you mean it, you should say it a lot. People 

forget;” “There are two kinds of love, our love and God’s love, but God makes 

both kinds.” 

 In his sermon called, “Loving Your Enemies,” the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 

Jr. said, “Returning hate for hate multiplies hate, adding deeper darkness to a 

night already devoid of stars. Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can 

do that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that.” 

In Christ, Rodney 
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• Here’s a hint about this Sunday’s (7/26/26) worship service from Pastor Rodney:  

 
 

•  SOPC is in need of members willing to collect the offering by 

passing the plate. We need 3 people EACH Sunday. It’s ok if you have never done 

it before. We can train you! Please prayerfully consider serving God via SOPC in 

this vital role. If interested, or if you have questions, please contact either the 

church office (803-772-1761,) Pastor Rodney, Sharon Watkins, or Polly Robinson. 

 
• Seven Oaks Elementary Back-To-School Teacher/Staff Snacks: A group of 

volunteers from SOPC will take snacks (salty & sweet) to the teachers and staff 

of SOES on Thursday, August 6th. If you would like to contribute and/or 

participate, please contact Sharon Watkins or Sharon Staton. Please have your 

contributions to the church or to one of “The Sharons” by Wednesday, August 

5th. Thanks! 



 
• Missions Ministry has allocated $1000 for supplies and books to Seven Oaks 

Elementary School (SOES) from a Mungo Foundation grant to SOPC designated 

for assistance to SOES.  If you wish to donate school supplies to supplement 

this gift, please see the bulletin insert and image above for a list of needed items 

and place donations in the baskets in the narthex or in the box in the church 

office meeting room. Please have all donations to the church by Wednesday, 

August 5th so that they can be delivered with the Teachers’ snacks on Thursday, 

August 6th.  



• From Kitsie Miller: “We’re calling a 

Summer Special Book Group Meeting!!  Come let us know what you’ve been 

doing!  Fannie Flagg wrote a really good book about the gals who were flying 

planes to get them where they needed to be during World War II.  And, we’d really 

love to see you! We’ll meet NEXT Thursday, July 30 at 3:00 pm at Loveland 

Coffee in Irmo and discuss The All Girl Filling Station’s Last Reunion and 

anything else you’d like to discuss.” Feel free to reach out to Kitsie with any 

questions and/or to let her know to expect you!  

•  September 2 we will host a Red Cross Blood Drive. Contact 

Tish Lowe to volunteer to help, or visit redcrossblood.org to sign up to donate 

blood. Annah in the church office will be happy to help anyone not comfortable 

with the online sign up. 803-772-1761.    

•  SOPC’s Fall Festival will be Saturday, October 17th 

from 11 am until 2 pm. This is a wonderful outreach event for the young families 

of our community! If you would like to voluneer to help, please contact Kathy 

Keane and/or Sharon Staton. 

• Are you available and willing to occasionally offer a ride to 

church for a church family member? Some of our beloved church family 

members are either no longer driving, without access to a car, or temporarily 

unable to drive. You would not be needed every Sunday, and we can work around 



your schedule! If interested, please contact the church office at sopc@sopc.net 

of 803-772-1761. Thanks! 

• If anyone in our church family would benefit from wheelchair service 

from the car into worship, we would be happy to assist you! When you arrive 

Sunday morning, have whoever is driving you enter the narthex and inform the 

usher that you are in the parking lot. The usher or a greeter will then bring a 

wheelchair out to your car to get you. They will also take you out to your car after 

worship. It is our pleasure to do this! If you need a ride to church, please contact 

your shepherd or the church office. 

•  If you are at the store and are able & feel led to pick up a few items 

for our Blessing Box / Food Pantry/Clothing Closet, we could use some travel-

sized toiletries! Thanks! 

•  The church office is making an attempt to collect 

emergency contact information for all our church family members. If you 

wouldn’t mind, please email Annah at sopc@sopc.net or call the chruch office at 

803-772-1761 or write your emergency contact person’s name, phone number, 

and/or email address on a sheet of paper and mail it to the church at 530 St. 

Andrews Rd., Columbia, SC 29210-4517. 

• We’re collecting cans’ pop tops!  So far, we have donated 9 gallon-sized Ziploc 

bags FULL of pop tops to the Ronald McDonald House in Columbia. 

• We can train folks so that we can show videos with our Minutes for Missions 

before worship. This training with Karl will take several weeks before the desired 

event, and needs to be scheduled well in advance. Thanks! 

• If you would like to volunteer in the sanctuary’s sound booth occasionally, please 

contact the church office. Training provided!  
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If you have information to go out to our church family in 
the Leaflet and/or bulletin, please get it to Annah in the 

church office by the Tuesday before. Thanks! 

sopc@sopc.net or 803-772-1761 
Also, please don’t forget that a digital, up-to-the-minute 

church calendar is available at 
https://sopc.net/calendar/. 
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