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This is Part 2 of a two-week series on the symbolism and meaning
of the PC(USA) seal.

Bm Beneath the image of the book is the suggestion of a lectern or
- g ge lectern or
pulpit, which captures the important role of preaching in the
history of Presbyterian worship.
Integrated into the lower part of the design are flames which form an implied
triangle, a traditional symbol of the Trinity. The flames themselves convey a double
o — meaning: a symbol of revelation in the Old Testament when God spoke to Moses

from the burning bush and a suggestion of the beginning of the Christian church
when Christ manifested himself to his apostles at Pentecost and charged them to be
messengers of the good news of God's love.

The triangle suggests the nature of Presbyterian government, with its concern for
balance and order, dividing authority between ministers of the Word and laypersons

and between different governing bodies. This understanding of the church was based
in part on an important idea in Reformed theology, the covenant, which God
established with people to affirm God's enduring love and to call us to faith and
obedience to Jesus Christ.

The Fish & the Font: Looking more closely at some of the visual components of the
design, viewers may discover elements that seem to fuse with some of the more
T —3 obvious theological symbols. In the shape of the descending dove, for example, one

might also discern in the body of the bird, the form of a fish, an early-Christian sign for

Christ, recalling his ministry to those who hunger. For some, the overall design evokes

the calligraphy of Hebrew and Greek manuscripts. Others have seen a baptismal font
or a communion chalice (cup).



e Here’s a hint about this Sunday’s (7/19/26) worship service from Pastor Rodney:

. FGHOWSMP Meal *NOTE: It's been moved INSIDE due to the

possibility of inclement weather.* We are having a churchwide Fellowship Meal
THIS Sunday, July 19" after worship. It will be a cookout-style meal in the
Fellowship Hall. Our Troop 91 Scouts will join us and share a Scout Hut Open
House with us! Donations will be accepted to cover the cost of the food.
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SOPC is in need of members willing to collect the offering by
passing the plate. We need 3 people EACH Sunday. It’s ok if you have never done
it before. We can train you! Please prayerfully consider serving God via SOPC in
this vital role. If interested, or if you have questions, please contact either the
church office (803-772-1761,) Pastor Rodney, Sharon Watkins, or Polly Robinson.
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Thank You For All You Do Every Day!!

e Seven Oaks Elementary Back-To-School Teacher/Staff Snacks: A group of
volunteers from SOPC will take snacks (salty & sweet) to the teachers and staff
of SOES on Thursday, August 6. If you would like to contribute and/or
participate, please contact Sharon Watkins or Sharon Staton. Please have your
contributions to the church or to one of “The Sharons” by Wednesday, August
5t Thanks!
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Every classroom is stronger with the right supplies.
Your donation helps provide students with the tools
they need to learn, grow, and thrive from day one.
Thank you for supporting our Global Learners!

fi @ Crayola Crayons i+ @ Quart Zip-loc Bags
@ Crayota Markers @ Poly two-pocket Folders
@ Crayola Colored Pencits  + @ Poly two-pocket
@ Elmer's Glue Sticks 3-pronged Foldars
@ Hand Saniizer (pump bottle) : @ Construction Paper

@ Anti-bacteriai Cleaning Wipes ' g ::::"‘
@ Gallon Zip-Loc Bags € Pink Pear! Erasers
2 Sandwich Zip-Loc Bags |

_O Tissues

Donations can be dropped at the school office
during regular school hours 8 a.m. - 4 p.m,

-

4 THANK YOU FOR BEING A LEARNING PARTNER WITH US!
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Missions Ministry has allocated $1000 for supplies and books to Seven Oaks
Elementary School (SOES) from a Mungo Foundation grant to SOPC designated
for assistance to SOES. If you wish to donate school supplies to supplement
this gift, please see the bulletin insert and image above for a list of needed items
and place donations in the baskets in the narthex or in the box in the church
office meeting room. Please have all donations to the church by Wednesday,
August 5" so that they can be delivered with the Teachers’ snacks on Thursday,
August 6",




From Kitsie Miller: “We’re calling a

Summer Special Book Group Meeting!! Come let us know what you’ve been
doing! Fannie Flagg wrote a really good book about the gals who were flying
planes to get them where they needed to be during World War Il. And, we’d really
love to see you! We’ll meet Thursday, July 30 at 3:00 pm at Loveland Coffee in
Irmo and discuss The All Girl Filling Station’s Last Reunion and anything else
you’d like to discuss.” Feel free to reach out to Kitsie with any questions and/or
to let her know to expect you'
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= e PP Our SOPC Ladies’ Luncheon will be held THIS
Monday, July 20, at noon at M Kitchen (Miyos) on Columbiana Dr. All women of
the church and friends are welcome! It’s Dutch treat. Please notify Margaret
Royals if you plan to attend. 803-608-1434 or mroyals052@gmail.com

Next week, we will be hosting our neighbors, Agapé
Myanmar (Burmese) Christian Church who normally meet at Redeemer Lutheran
across the street, during the weekdays for a small VBS for their children. If you
see them aroud campus, please be sure to give them a warm, SOPC welcome!
Redeemer is undergoing major rennovations right now and could not
accommodate this one need.

- e Also next week, The SC Homeschooling Connection, with which our
Peaceful Gatherings Nature School participates, will have a gently used
curriculum and book fair / consigment in our Fellowship Hall on Monday —
Saturday.
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September 2 we will host a Red Cross Blood Drive. Contact
Tish Lowe to volunteer to help, or visit redcrossblood.org to sign up to donate
blood. Annah in the church office will be happy to help anyone not comfortable
with the online sign up. 803-772-1761.

Are you available and willing to occasionally offer a ride to
church for a church family member? Some of our beloved church family
members are either no longer driving, without access to a car, or temporarily
unable to drive. You would not be needed every Sunday, and we can work around
your schedule! If interested, please contact the church office at sopc@sopc.net
of 803-772-1761. Thanks!

(/ - If anyone in our church family would benefit from wheelchair service

from the car into worship, we would be happy to assist you! When you arrive
Sunday morning, have whoever is driving you enter the narthex and inform the
usher that you are in the parking lot. The usher or a greeter will then bring a
wheelchair out to your car to get you. They will also take you out to your car after
worship. It is our pleasure to do this! If you need a ride to church, please contact
your shepherd or the church office.

L g If you are at the store and are able & feel led to pick up a few items
for our Blessmq Box / Food Pantry/Clothing Closet, we could use some travel-
sized toiletries! Thanks!



mailto:sopc@sopc.net

The church office is making an attempt to collect
emergency contact information for all our church family members. If you
wouldn’t mind, please email Annah at sopc@sopc.net or call the chruch office at
803-772-1761 or write your emergency contact person’s name, phone number,
and/or email address on a sheet of paper and mail it to the church at 530 St.
Andrews Rd., Columbia, SC 29210-4517. Once she receives your information,
Annah will update your member file with it, and share it with your shepherd. We
cherish each member of this church family and want to do our part to ensure
everyone’s health and wellbeing.

We’re collecting cans’ pop tops! So far, we have donated 9 gallon-sized Ziploc
bags FULL of pop tops to the Ronald McDonald House in Columbia.

We can train folks so that we can show videos with our Minutes for Missions
before worship. This training with Karl will take several weeks before the desired
event, and needs to be scheduled well in advance. Thanks!

If you would like to volunteer in the sanctuary’s sound booth occasionally, please
contact the church office. Training provided!

Y you have infarmation to go out to our chuvch
family in the Leaflet and/or bulletin, please get i
to Gnnakh in the church office by the Juesday
before. Thanks!

sopc@sopc.net or 803-772-1761

Clso, please dorct forget that a digital, up-to-the-
mirute ciurich calendar b available at
https://sopc.net/calendar/.

Seven Oaks Presbyterian Church (USA), 530 St. Andrews Rd., Columbia, SC 29210-4517; www.sopc.net


mailto:sopc@sopc.net
mailto:sopc@sopc.net




