
 

 
 

I hope everyone enjoys celebrating the 4th of July over the weekend. Here are 

some facts about the holiday to get you ready.  In Christ, Rodney 
 

Fourth of July Facts 
• We didn’t actual declare independence of July 4. The official vote took place on July 

2. 

• Only two men signed the Declaration on July 4, Charles Thompson and John 

Hancock. The other 54 delegates signed over the course of the next month. 

• The only two signers of the Declaration of Independence who later became President 

are Thomas Jefferson and John Adams. Both Jefferson and Adams died on July 4, 

1826. The only other President to die on July 4 is James Monroe. 

• One minister signed the Declaration of Independence. It was John Witherspoon who 

was a Presbyterian ordained minister. 

• The youngest to sign the Declaration of Independence were Thomas Lynch Jr. and 

Edward Rutledge of South Carolina, both were only 26. Benjamin Franklin at the age 

of 70 was the oldest. 

• There is something written on the back of the Declaration of Independence. No, it is 

not an invisible treasure map. Written upside down on the back are the words, 

“Original Declaration of Independence dated 4th July 1776.” 

• The 4th of July did not become a Federal Holiday until 1870. 

• On the second anniversary of Independence Day in 1778, American troops were 

fighting the American Revolutionary War. During this time George Washington 

ordered a double ration of rum for the American soldiers to celebrate the holiday. 

• Fireworks are an American tradition on the 4th dating back to 1777. Some believe the 

tradition came from a letter John Adams wrote to his wife stating he wanted 

Independence Day to be celebrated with pomp, parade, shows and illuminations. 

• Over $2 billion of fireworks will be sold in the US for the 4th. 

• Americans will enjoy 150 million hot dogs celebrating the 4th. 

• “America” by Ray Charles is the most played song on the 4th. 

The church office will be closed, Monday, July 6th, in observance of the 

Independence Day holiday. 
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Migrant Ministry Meal June 30, 2026 
Thanks to Mark Johnson and Elizabeth Taylor for the photos! 

        
 

        
 

 



 

 

 

SOPC July Birthdays  

• 1: Kathy Keane 
• 3: Sharon Staton 
• 7: Mary Sandifer 
• 9: Rollin Cartee 
• 10: Fran Brannon 
• 14: Haley Thompson 
• 21: Jay Robinson 
• 26: Kaelin Pilkington 



•  SOPC is in need of members willing to collect the offering by 

passing the plate. We need 3 people EACH Sunday. It’s ok if you have never done 

it before. We can train you! Please prayerfully consider serving God via SOPC in 

this vital role. If interested, or if you have questions, please contact either the 

church office (803-772-1761,) Pastor Rodney, Sharon Watkins, or Polly Robinson. 

•  Our next churchwide Fellowship Meal will be 

Sunday, July 19th after worship. It will either be a cookout in the Pavilion or a 

cookout style meal inside. Our Troop 91 Scouts will join us and share a Scout 

Hut Open House with us! Feel free to dress casually and cooly for worship in 

case we are able to eat outside! 

 

•  The women of SOPC will have our annual 
summer salad luncheon on Tuesday, July 21 at noon in the Youth Room. Please 
bring your favorite salad to share! Join us as we celebrate the fellowship of our 
SOPC sisters! Please call Julie Bussells at 803-622-9509 if you have any 
questions or need transportation. Can’t wait to see you! 

•  1. Please keep Donna Moore in 

your prayers. She has 2 bulging discs, 2 bone spurs, and 3 pinched nerves in her 



cervical spine. Also, her vision has worsened. She has an appointment with a 

neuro-surgeon on July 8th to discuss options.  

2. Please keep Rev. Chris Denny of Westminster PC and his family in your 

prayers as well. His father, Mr. Charles Denny III, passed away on June 29th. 

Services will be held on Saturday, July 11, at the Chapel of the Columbia 

Presbyterian Community, 700 DeVega Dr, Lexington, SC. There will be a Visitation 

at 2:00pm & a Memorial Service at 3:00pm. A private interment will take place at a 

later date.  

3. Many of us have concerns that we keep close to our hearts. May we find 

comfort and strength in the assurance that God knows them and hears us when 

we lift them to his ears in prayer and supplication. 

 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayers. We pray together in the mighty name of 

Jesus Christ, our rock and our Reedeemer. Amen. 

 

•  Copies of the July/August Upper 

Room Devotional booklets are available in the Narthex. These offer an 

opportunity to stay connected to God via Scripture daily. Large print is available. 

We have a box full of back issues in the church office if anyone would like to 

share them with friends, neighbors, etc. 

 

• A Newly Revised SOPC Member Directory is availble digitally 

and on paper! If you would like a digital copy emailed to you or a paper copy held 

for you in the office or mailed to you, please contact Annah in the church office. 

803-772-1761 or sopc@sopc.net. If you would like Annah to update your picture 

in the directory, please either email her the picture you would like used or make 

an appointment to come by and have her take your picture. 



•   Several of our youth and adults, along with other area 

sibling churches’ youth and adults, will attend Montreat July 12-18. Please keep 

us in your prayers for open hearts and minds, safety, discernment, and growth. 

•  The church office is making an attempt to collect 

emergency contact information for all our church family members. If you 

wouldn’t mind, please email Annah at sopc@sopc.net or call the chruch office at 

803-772-1761 or write your emergency contact person’s name, phone number, 

and/or email address on a sheet of paper and mail it to the church at 530 St. 

Andrews Rd., Columbia, SC 29210-4517. Once she receives your information, 

Annah will update your confidential file with it, and share it with your shepherd. 

This way, we can be sure to be able to get in touch with the right people in case 

of an emergency. Thank you! We cherish each member of this church family and 

want to do our part to ensure everyone’s health and wellbeing. 

• From Kitsie Miller: “We’re calling a 

Summer Special Book Group Meeting!!  Come let us know what you’ve been 

doing!  Fannie Flagg wrote a really good book about the gals who were flying 

planes to get them where they needed to be during World War II.  And, we’d really 

love to see you! We’ll meet Thursday, July 30 at 3:00 pm at Loveland Coffee in 

Irmo and discuss The All Girl Filling Station’s Last Reunion and anything else 

you’d like to discuss.” Feel free to reach out to Kitsie with any questions and/or 

to let her know to expect you!  

•  Our next SOPC Ladies’ Luncheon will be held 

Monday, July 20, at noon at M Kitchen (Miyos) on Columbiana Dr. All women of 
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the church and friends are welcome! It’s Dutch treat. Please notify Margaret 

Royals if you plan to attend. 803-608-1434 or mroyals052@gmail.com 

•   
Dear Seven Oaks Presbyterian Church,  

Thank you for your continued dedication and commitment to the D5 Snack Pack 

program. Your ongoing partnership truly is making a difference that continues to 

have a lasting impact. We value the relationship we have built and look forward 

to our continued partnership. Thank you again for your dedication to ensure that 

no child goes home hungry.  

Most Appreciatively, Jennifer Felkel 

•  September 2 we will host a Red Cross Blood Drive. Contact 

Tish Lowe to volunteer to help, or visit redcrossblood.org to sign up to donate 

blood. Annah in the church office will be happy to help anyone not comfortable 

with the online sign up. 803-772-1761.    

• Are you available and willing to occasionally offer a ride to 

church for a church family member? Some of our beloved church family 

members are either no longer driving, without access to a car, or temporarily 

unable to drive. You would not be needed every Sunday, and we can work around 

your schedule! If interested, please contact the church office at sopc@sopc.net 

of 803-772-1761. Thanks! 

• If anyone in our church family would benefit from wheelchair service 

from the car into worship, we would be happy to assist you! When you arrive 

Sunday morning, have whoever is driving you enter the narthex and inform the 

usher that you are in the parking lot. The usher or a greeter will then bring a 

wheelchair out to your car to get you. They will also take you out to your car after 
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worship. It is our pleasure to do this! If you need a ride to church, please contact 

your shepherd or the church office. 

•  If you are at the store and are able & feel led to pick up a few items 

for our Blessing Box / Food Pantry/Clothing Closet, we could use some small 

cans of Vienna sausages and/or travel-sized shampoos! Thanks! 

• We’re collecting cans’ pop tops!  So far, we have donated 8 gallon-sized Ziploc 

bags FULL of pop tops to the Ronald McDonald House in Columbia. 

• We can train folks so that we can show videos with our Minutes for Missions 

before worship. This training with Karl will take several weeks before the desired 

event, and needs to be scheduled well in advance. Thanks! 

• If you would like to volunteer in the sanctuary’s sound booth occasionally, please 

contact the church office. Training provided!  

• Save the Date: 
➢ July 6: The church office will be closed in observance of the Independence Day holiday. 

➢ July 12-18: Montreat Youth Camp 

➢ July 19: Churchwide Fellowship Meal Cookout and Scout Hut Open House 

➢ July 21: SOPW Salad Luncheon 

➢ September 2: Blood Drive 

➢ October 17: Fall Festival 

• If you have information to go out to our church family in the Leaflet and/or 

bulletin, please get it to Annah by the Tuesday before. Thanks! 

 


