OLD TESTAMENT LESSON

Leader - The Word of the Lord.
People - Thanks be to God!

MUSICAL SELECTION

Psalm 145:8-14 Rev. Rodney E. Norris

God, You Rule With Royal Bearing
Chancel Choir

Owen / arr. L. Pilkington

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON
Leader - The Word of the Lord.

People - Thanks be to God!

Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 Rev. Rodney E. Norris

MESSAGE The Yoke of Freedom Rev. Rodney E. Norris

RESPONDING IN FAITH

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Apostles’ Creed Rev. Rodney E. Norris
| believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who
was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and
buried. He descended into hell. The third day, He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sitteth
on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. | believe
in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

INVITATION TO OFFERING
OFFERTORY HYMN #418

Rev. Rodney E. Norris

Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling
(Please remain seated during the Offertory Hymn & see insert.)

*DOXOLOGY #606

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING Rev. Rodney E. Norris
Compassionate God, we ask that you bless and multiply these gifts, that they may be used to proclaim the glory of
your kingdom and make known to all people the power of your saving acts. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

THE INVITATION TO THE TABLE
COMMUNION HYMN #525 Let Us Break Bread Together, Verses 1 & 2

THE GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING & THE LORD’S PRAYER Rev. Rodney E. Norris

...Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE
COMMUNION HYMN #525

Rev. Rodney E. Norris

Rev. Rodney E. Norris
Rev. Rodney E. Norris & Elders
Let Us Break Bread Together, Verse 3

PRAYER Rev. Rodney E. Norris
*HYMN #340 This Is My Song
CHARGE & BENEDICTION Rev. Rodney E. Norris

POSTLUDE Fantasia on “America, the Beautiful”
(Please remain seated during the Postlude.)

arr. Rex Koury

Copyright Information:

My Country 'Tis of Thee. Music by Eleanor Whitsett, ©2008 Hope Publishing Company. Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-738441. All rights reserved.

This Is My Song. Words stanzas 1,2 Lloyd Stone; stanza 3 Georgia Harkness and music arranged from The Hymnal, 1933, ©1934 The Lorenz Publishing Corporation.
Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-738441. All rights reserved.

Fantasia on "American the Beautiful". Music by Rex Koury, ©1986 The Lorenz Publishing Company. Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-738441. All rights
reserved.

All other music in worship is in the public domain.

Welcome!
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Sunday, July 5, 2026
6th Sunday After Pentecost

STRIKING OF THE HOUR
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Rev. Rodney E. Norris
WE GATHER TOGETHER TO PRAISE GOD

PRELUDE My Country 'Tis of Thee arr. Eleanor Whitsett
*CALL TO WORSHIP

Leader — Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who carry heavy burdens, and | will give you rest.”
People — The Lord is gracious and merciful, full of compassion, abounding in love.
Leader — Jesus says, “My yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

People — For he is gentle and humble in heart; in him we find rest.

Leader — Let us worship God.

Elder Banks Robinson

*HYMN #338 O Beautiful For Spacious Skies

*CALL TO CONFESSION Elder Banks Robinson

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION Elder Banks Robinson
Merciful God, we fill our lives with comfort and convenience, distractions that consume our energy and time. We
chase after wealth and power as if they could satisfy the hunger in our souls. But, you beckon us toward new life,
a life made rich through Sabbath and service. Free us from the yokes that bind us, and draw us near to you until
we learn to walk with Christ. Hear now our personal confessions and the meditations of each of our hearts.

*MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION & PERSONAL CONFESSION
...In the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.

Elder Banks Robinson

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Leader - Hear the good news of the Gospel, in Jesus Christ we are forgiven.
People - Praise & thanks be to God!

Elder Banks Robinson

*GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen; amen.

CHILDREN’S CORNER

We invite children ages 4k - 4th grade to go to the Children’s Corner at this time. A designated adult will be sitting with the
children, and age appropriate activities will be provided that go along with worship. Parents will pick up their children after
the service.

TO HEAR GOD’S WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Rev. Rodney E. Norris

*Please stand in body or in spirit. When items are in bold, you are invited to join aloud.



The lyrics to the choir's anthem
are based on Psalm 93 and
celebrate God's sovereignty.
The words to the anthem can be
found in hymn #272.
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Sunday, July 5: Communion

Liturgist: Banks Robinson

Counters: Mary Johnson & Sharon Watkins

Head Usher: Mary Johnson

Greeters: Mary Dempster & Ellis Robinson

Children’s Corner: Emalee Dillard

Announcement Slides: Mary Dempster

Communion Preparation: Kitsie & Robert
Miller

Communion Servers: Mark & Mary
Johnson, Kitsie Miller, Banks
Robinson

Sunday, July 12:

Liturgist: Mark Dillard

Counters: Liz Harris; Jeanne LeBoeuf

Head Usher: Ron Kesterson

Greeters: Robert & Kitsie Miller

Children’s Corner: Mary Dempster

Announcement Slides: Mary Dempster

Pastor: Rev. Rodney E. Norris;
rev.norris@sopc.net

Director of Music Ministry: Dr. Lloyd
Pilkington

Office Manager: Annah G. Hiers;
sopc@sopc.net

Accompanist: Elder Sharon Watkins

Building Superintendent: Karl
Thompson

Volunteer Financial Administrator:
Elder Sharon Staton;
sharon@sopc.net

Nursery Coordinator: Amy Schwartz
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

OFFICE HOURS: M-Th; 10 am - 2 pm

Sunday, July 5: Communion

9:45 am - 10:30 am - Adult Sunday School (Godly
Play and Youth Sunday School are on Summer
Break.)

10:00 am - The Well Church

10:30 am - Chancel Choir

11:00 am - Worship

1:00 pm - 4:00 pm - Mision Cristiana Elim Int’l.

3:00 pm - Clothing Closet Opens

3:30 pm - 5:00 pm - Love Revolution

Monday, July 6: Karl’s Day Off; Church Office Closed
8:00 am - 4:00 pm - Peaceful Gatherings Summer Camp
7:00 pm - Troop 91

7:30 pm - 8:30 pm - NANA

8:00 pm - 10:00 pm - Mision Cristiana Elim Int’l.

Tuesday, July 7:

8:00 am - 4:00 pm - Peaceful Gatherings Summer Camp
10:00 am - Meeting With Exceptional Experiences

11:00 am - Staff Meeting

6:00 pm - Yoga

6:30 pm - Missions Ministry Meeting

7:30 pm - 8:30 pm - NANA

8:00 pm - 10:00 pm - Mision Cristiana Elim Int’l.

Wednesday, July 8:
8:00 am - 4:00 pm - Peaceful Gatherings Summer Camp
7:30 pm - 8:30 pm - NANA

Thursday, July 9:
8:00 am - 4:00 pm - Peaceful Gatherings Summer Camp

Friday, July 10:

6:45 am - 7:45 am - Men’s Lanterns Prayer Group

8:00 am - 4:00 pm - Peaceful Gatherings Summer Camp
7:30 pm - 10:00 pm - Mision Cristiana Elim Int’l.

Saturday, July 11:
10:00 am - 2:00 pm - Mision Cristiana Elim Int’l.

Save the Date:
July 12-18: Youth to Montreat

July 19: Churchwide Fellowship Cookout & Scout Hut
Open House

July 21: SOPW Salad Luncheon
July 30: Book Group
September 2: Blood Drive
October 17: Fall Festival

A nursery is available in Building A
during Worship for children ages 0 - 4. If
you have any questions, please see an
usher or greeter for help.

Parents of Young Children: Please grab a “Wiqggle
Bag” from the Narthex / lobby before worship starts and
remember that young ones (4k - 4th grade) go to the
Children’s Corner after the Gloria Patri during the
service. Thanks!

Guests are invited to stop by the welcome

h (I table in the narthex/lobby. Please take a
goody bag with you as a reminder of the gift

WELCOME of God’s love. Also, please leave your

U u information for us on the yellow card and

place it in the offering baskets. Thank you

SESSION (*indicates chair)

Clerk of Session: Polly Robinson
Class of 2027:

Jeanne LeBoeuf - Missions

Kitsie Miller - Fellowship

Frank Sheppard - Administration*
Elizabeth Taylor - Administration*
Class of 2028:

Mark Dillard - Buildings & Grounds
Mary Johnson - Disciple Care*

Tish Lowe - Missions*

Sharon Watkins - Worship*

Class of 2029:

Betty Cheung-Shuler - Fellowship
Liz Harris - Fellowship*

Sharon Staton - Christian Education®
Mark Wishart - Buildings & Grounds*
Trustees: Molly Jackson, Robert Miller, Brenda Turner
Treasurer: Kathy Locklair

Presbyterian Women Moderator (SOPW):

Julie Bussells*

Those in Retirement
Communities, Assisted
Living, & Nursing Facilities:
Dave, Rich & Sam Allen
Edith Blanchett

Barbara Fowler

Bobby Sellars

Barry Shatzer

Charlaine Pilkington

In Our Prayers:
Summer Travel Mercies

Donna Moore
JoAnne Merritt’s Sister
Asher Mellitz
Janet & Nealy Jordan
Aletha & Derek Robinson
John Carter
Monroe Swearingen
Al & Margaret Charles Virginia Martinez
Fran & Jeffrey Brannon Jim Wilhide
Annie Moffatt & Jimmy Revell |r3 Leon
Iglesia Presbiteriana de Willie Hale
Nueva Paz, Cuba
Daniel and Elizabeth Turk
(Missionaries)
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The church office will be closed tomorrow in observance
of the Independence Day holiday.

SOPC is in need of members willing to collect the offering
by passing the plate. It's okay if you have never done it
before. We need 3 people/week! Please prayerfully consider
serving God via SOPC in this vital role. If interested, or if you
have questions, please contact either the church office (803-
772-1761,) Pastor Rodney, Sharon Watkins, or Polly
Robinson.

The women of SOPC will have our annual summer salad
luncheon on Tuesday, July 21 at noon in the Youth Room.
Please bring your favorite salad to share! Join us as we
celebrate the fellowship of our SOPC sisters! Please call Julie
Bussells at 803-622-9509 if you have any questions or need
transportation. Can’t wait to see you!

Our Montreat youth attendees and advisors will leave from
SOPC NEXT Sunday, July 12, right after worship. Prayers are
much appreciated for safe travels and for an experience that
deepens our relationship with God.

Our next churchwide fellowship meal will be a cookout on
July 19th. Our Troop 91 Scouts will be joining us, and have
invited us to an Open House in the Scout Hut during the
festivities as well! Feel free to dress casually and cooly for
worship if you would like to in case we have the meal outside!

THANK YOU to all who helped make our Migrant Meal on
June 30th a blessing for all in attendance!

We are updating church files and want to make sure that we
have emergency contact information for all of our
members. Please email, call, or write to the church office with
your emergency contact person’s name, phone number, and
email address. We want to keep everyone safe and cared for!
Thanks!

The next SOPC Ladies’ Luncheon will be held Monday,
July 20, at noon at M Kitchen (Miyos) on Columbiana Dr.

All women of the church and friends are welcome! It's Dutch
treat. Please notify Margaret Royals if you plan to attend. 803-
608-1434 or mroyals052@gmail.com

From Kitsie Miller: “We’re calling a Summer Special Book
Group Meeting!! Come let us know what you've been

doing! Fannie Flagg wrote a really good book about the gals
who were flying planes to where they needed to be during
World War Il. We'll meet Thursday, July 30 at 3:00 pm at
Loveland Coffee in Irmo and discuss The All Girl Filling
Station’s Last Reunion and anything else you’d like to talk
about.” Feel free to reach out to Kitsie with any questions and/
or to let her know to expect you!

Copies of the July/August Upper Room Devotional booklets
are available in the Narthex. These offer an opportunity to stay

connected to God via Scripture daily. Large print is available.
We have a box full of back issues in the church office if anyone
would like to share them with friends, neighbors, etc.

We will host a Red Cross Blood Drive on Wednesday,
September 2, from 10 am - 2:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall.

Contact Tish Lowe if you would like to volunteer to help. To
sign up to give blood or blood products, visit https://
www.redcrossblood.org.

If you are at the store and are able & feel led to pick up small
cans of Vienna sausages or travel sized shampoos for our
Blessing Box / Clothing Closet, we would welcome them.
Thanks!

Are you willing to offer a ride to church occasionally to
church family members who are unable to drive themselves? If
so, please contact the church office at 803-772-1761.




