
 

 
 You will notice some changes in our worship service starting this Sunday, 

June 7. They have been discussed in the Worship Committee and approved by 

that committee. They are not changes just for the sake of change. They are 

intended to enhance our worship service. Some are minor changes and some are 

not. Listed below are the changes and the reason behind them.  

 

1. Pastor will do the announcements at the beginning of the worship service. 

Reason – This gives the pastor a chance to welcome visitors, fill in the 

congregation on what is happening in the life of Seven Oaks, and finally, I have a 

difficult time not participating in the first part of the worship service.  

2. The communion chalice and plate will be on the communion table every 

Sunday, even on Sundays with no communion. Reason – This table is a sacred 

space, and we need to be reminded of that every Sunday. The communion table 

should not be used as something to decorate but something to inspire us. 

Seeing the chalice and plate every Sunday is to remind us that God feeds us, 

sustains us, God is always with us, and most important Jesus gave his life for us 

to have life.  

3. Benediction will follow the postlude. Please remain seated and silent 

during the postlude. Reason – The postlude is part of the worship service. When 

people are leaving and talking during the postlude it is disruptive to those who 

are enjoying the music. Lloyd practices and works very hard at his craft and he is 

very gifted. It can seem disrespectful when someone is playing and everyone just 

gets up and leaves. The pastor will give the benediction after the postlude is 

concluded. 

4. Return to passing the offering plate. Reason – Giving back to God is one of 

the true marks of being Presbyterian. Worship services can be enhanced with 

proper visuals. When we see others giving it inspires us to give. When children 

are in worship (and they will be in the near future), it teaches them the 
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importance of giving back to God. When they see their parents giving, they will 

be more likely to give when they get older. Finding the boxes in the narthex is not 

always easy for visitors and we need to do all we can to make it as easy as 

possible for visitors to give. Those boxes were made and donated by John 

Carter. They will remain in the in the narthex and still be used for those who wish 

to give that way. Online giving will remain an option. Giving people more options 

to give will hopefully increase giving. It will be awkward at first for the ushers 

with everyone so spread out, but we will work through it. We are envisioning only 

3-4 ushers collecting the offering.  

5. Prayer of Dedication. Reason – After the offering is collected the entire 

congregation will sing the Doxology and say a corporate prayer of dedication. 

This prayer is to thank God for giving us enough to give back and to ask God to 

bless our offerings.  

6. Hymn during offering. Reason – During the collection of the offering the 

congregation will sing a hymn. Music moves the soul and the more music we can 

have in the service the better. This gives the congregation a chance to be active 

and participate in the service instead of just listening.  Giving should be a joyful 

experience and singing is definitely joyful.  

 

I know changes can be difficult, but we really believe these will enhance our 

worship experience. At the end of the summer, we will evaluate these changes 

and see if they have been beneficial or a hindrance. Any of these changes that do 

not enhance our worship experience will be stopped or at the very least 

reworked. Your patience during this time is very much appreciated. I would love 

to hear your thoughts after a couple of weeks. Please do not hesitate to contact 

me. 

 

In Christ,  

Rodney 

 

 

 

 

• Are you available and willing to occasionally offer a ride 

to church for a church family member? Some of our beloved church family 

members are either no longer driving, without access to a car, or 

temporarily unable to drive. You would not be needed every Sunday, and 

we can work around your schedule! If interested, please contact the church 

office at sopc@sopc.net of 803-772-1761. Thanks! 

 

mailto:sopc@sopc.net


   

Joint Fundraiser for Iglesia Presbiteriana de Nueva Paz, our partner church in Cuba:  

Our partner church in Cuba desperately needs our help!!! These are excerpts from an email sent by 

Tirisay, pastor of the church: “…Our community, despite everything we’ve been through, keeps going, 

trying to serve and share…I am immensely grateful for your concern and desire to help us…We had 

electricity on Easter Sunday, and today they finally restored it after 45 hours without power. After two 

days in this situation, it is impossible to maintain and encourage…when the little food people have is 

spoiling, there’s no water, everything is expensive, and there’s no medicine or food…installing solar panels 

is proving feasible…[that way,]the church can continue its activities, and we can create a community 

service [hub] to help people recharge their phones, computers, fans, …[refrigerate] food…” 

What has Seven Oaks done so far? We are working with another Cuba Partner, the Presbyterian Church 

of Western Springs in IL., to collect donations for solar panels. The total cost is around $8,000. 

Westminster Pres. here in Columbia is having a bake/bbq sale with proceeds going to help with the solar 

panels. 

How can I help? Please prayerfully consider making a monetary donation.  
 
When does this start? It started last Sunday, 5/31, and will continue indefinitely. If you have any 
questions, please feel free to contact Robert Miller, Tish Lowe, and/or Kathy Keane. Please call the church 
office at 803-772-1761 if you need contact information. 
 
Please make checks payable to SOPC, with Cuba or Cuba Solar Panels in the memo line. Cash donations 
should be placed in envelopes marked Cuba. These can be placed in the offering or brought to the church 
office. To donate online, please go to https://sopc.net/giving/, and click the button that says “GIVE.” On 
the page it takes you to, please enter the dollar amount you would like to donate, select “Other” in the 
funds’ drop-down menu beneath the dollar amount, and specify “Cuba” in the Memo line that appears. 
Selecting the option to cover the churches’ credit card processing fees in a following step when prompted, 
allows your gift to go even further to help our Cuban siblings in faith. 
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•  Our neighbors at Ashland United 

Methodist Church have invited us to join them for VBS this summer!  Since we 

are taking a break from VBS this year here at SOPC, we definitely encourage 

anyone interested to participate with them. Their theme is Snowball Mountain 

Challeneg: Find Your Strength in God. They will have VBS June 15-19th from 9 am 

until noon.  Parents/grandparents can register their children here:  

https://ashland-umc.mycokesburyvbs.com/register-child. Adult volunteers from 

our church should contact their Pastor, Rev. Jonathan Harris. If you have 

questions, or to volunteer to help, Ashland’s church office phone number is 803-

798-5350. You can also contact them through their website:  

https://www.ashlandumc.org/ .  

•  June 30: We will prepare, deliever, and serve a meal to 

Migrant Ministry. This ministry is where our Father’s Day offering goes. For more 

information, contact Jim Taylor or Tish Lowe. 

•  September 2 we will host a Red Cross Blood Drive. Contact 

Tish Lowe to volunteer to help, or visit redcrossblood.org to sign up to donate 

blood. Annah in the church office will be happy to help anyone not comfortable 

with the online sign up. 803-772-1761.    

 

https://ashland-umc.mycokesburyvbs.com/register-child


•  Our next Ladies’ Luncheon will be Monday, June 15, at 

noon at Longhorn’s Steakhouse on Harbison Blvd. Please let Margaret Royals 

know if you plan to attend or have questions. mroyals052@gmail.com or 803-608-

1434. 

•  Our next churchwide Fellowship Meal will be 

Sunday, July 19th after worship in the Fellowship Hall. It will either be a cookout 

in the Pavilion or a cookout style meal inside. 

•  Small Group News: 1. Our Trinity Meditation and QiGong 

class has concluded. If you would like us to offer it again, please reach out to 

Annie Moffatt. 2. Our Church History Bible Study on Wednesdays is on Summer 

Break. It will reconvene in the Fall with “The Church in America,” led by Bruce 

Hurley. 

• From our recent high school graduate, Laura Crosby: “Dear 

Julie, Ernie, & SOPC, thank you so much for all your love and support over the 

years. Your generosity really means so much to me. Love, Laura” 

• If anyone in our church family would benefit from wheelchair service 

from the car into worship, we would be happy to assist you! When you arrive 

Sunday morning, have whoever is driving you enter the narthex and inform the 

usher that you are in the parking lot. The usher or a greeter will then bring a 



wheelchair out to your car to get you. They will also take you out to your car after 

worship. It is our pleasure to do this! If you need a ride to church, please contact 

your shepherd or the church office. 

• If you are at the store and are able & feel led to pick up a few items for our 

Blessing Box / Food Pantry/Clothing Closet, we could use some travel-sized 

deodorants and/or bottles of water. 

• We’re collecting cans’ pop tops!  So far, we have donated 7 gallon-sized Ziploc 

bags FULL of pop tops to the Ronald McDonald House in Columbia. 

• We can train folks so that we can show videos with our Minutes for Missions 

before worship. This training with Karl will take several weeks before the desired 

event, and needs to be scheduled well in advance. Thanks! 

• If you would like to volunteer in the sanctuary’s sound booth occasionally, please 

contact the church office. Training provided!  

• Save the Date: 
➢ June 14: Elder Ordination & Installation 

➢ June 21: Father’s Day; Migrant Ministry Offering 

➢ June 28: Elder Installation Cont’d.; Rev. Alice Odell in the Pulpit 

➢ June 30: Migrant Ministry Meal 

➢ July 21: SOPW Salad Luncheon 

➢ September 2: Blood Drive 

➢ October 17: Fall Festival 

• If you have information to go out to our church family in the Leaflet and/or 

bulletin, please get it to Annah by the Tuesday before. Thanks! 

 


