
 

 

 I found one of the keys to life on a golf course. “Golf course?!” you might wonder? 

How could a game that makes adults cry like babies and throw their clubs like toddlers 

hold the key to anything but frustration and pain?  

 It’s simple really. The amazing thing about golf is that at the end of the day, 

golfers don’t remember the multitude of horrible shots they made. All they remember is 

their one great shot and this memory inspires them to come back again and again in an 

attempt to make another great shot. It’s no wonder that golf is so addicting. I couldn’t 

help but compare this thought process to how many of us approach work and life. 

Instead of focusing on the one good thing that happened to us each day we often think 

about the 100 things that went wrong. Instead of thinking about our successes, we 

replay our failures over and over again in our mind. No wonder why so many of us 

retreat from life and work.  

 The key is to think like a golfer and remember the one great conversation, the one 

energizing meeting, the one act of kindness, the one meaningful accomplishment or the 

one special moment that made you smile, laugh and cheer. No matter how difficult our 

days are, there’s always a positive moment we can choose to focus on. The key is to 

remember them and to focus on them. Let them inspire you to wake up and take on 

each day just as you would a golf course. You’ll go through life learning from your 

mistakes but remembering and focusing on your successes. Sure, there will be days that 

make you want to give up, but the memory of your successes and positive experiences 

will motivate you to come back again and again. You’ll forget the 100 things that went 

wrong and you’ll remember the one thing that went right. You’ll get addicted to the 

moments that make life the greatest game in the universe, and you’ll intoxicate yourself 

with positive energy, happiness, joy and success! - Jon Gordon 

* This Sunday, 6/28/26, we will welcome Rev. Alice Odell into the pulpit as our guest 

preacher while Pastor Rodney is on vacation. Her message will be based on Psalm 13 and 

on Romans 6:1-23. Congratulations to Mary Johnson who will be installed as an Elder this 

week! * 
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•  THIS TUESDAY, June 30, we will prepare, deliver, and serve 

a meal to SC migrant workers and take them donated toiletries. For more 

information, contact Jim Taylor, Julie/Ernie Bussells, or Tish Lowe. 

•  SOPC is in need of members willing to collect the offering by 

passing the plate. We need 3 people EACH Sunday. It’s ok if you have never done 

it before. We can train you! Please prayerfully consider serving God via SOPC in 

this vital role. If interested, or if you have questions, please contact either the 

church office (803-772-1761,) Pastor Rodney, Sharon Watkins, or Polly Robinson. 

• From Tish Lowe, Missions Chair: GOOD NEWS! Seven Oaks 

has raised $5,000, and Presbyterian Church of Western Springs, IL has raised 

$5,000 for our partner church, Iglesia Presbiteriana Reformada (IPR) de Nueva 

Paz, Cuba, sufficient to purchase/install solar panels.  Westminster Presbyterian 

Church in Columbia will also raise funds through a BBQ/bake sale on July 12. We 

plan to send $10,000 to IPR in late July via a pastor traveling to Cuba. Missions 

Ministry is exploring ways to send medicines/supplies safely and economically. 

Once transport is confirmed, SOPC members will be given an opportunity to 

donate supplies, and Missions plans to use any extra funds raised to purchase 

supplies. 

•   

 

Elder Ordination & Installation 

6-14-26 

“Here I Am, Lord; Send Me” 



•  Our youth and adults and some 

from McGregor PC enjoyed a very successful and uplifting Mission Trip to 

Charleston / Sullivan’s Island last weekend! The stayed at the area Presbytery, 

participated in beach clean up, and collected oyster shells to help replenish 

oyster reefs. What a fun way to help care for God’s creation! Along with great 

fellowship, worship, discipleship, and food, it doesn’t get much better! 

•  Our next churchwide Fellowship Meal will be 

Sunday, July 19th after worship. It will either be a cookout in the Pavilion or a 

cookout style meal inside. Our Troop 91 Scouts will join us and share a Scout 

Hut Open House with us! 

 

•  The women of SOPC will have our 
annual summer salad luncheon on Tuesday, July 21 at noon in the Youth Room. 
Please bring your favorite salad to share! Join us as we celebrate the fellowship 
of our SOPC sisters! Please call Julie Bussells at 803-622-9509 if you have any 
questions or need transportation. Can’t wait to see you! 
 



• A Newly Revised SOPC Member Directory is availble digitally 

and on paper! If you would like a digital copy emailed to you or a paper copy held 

for you in the office or mailed to you, please contact Annah in the church office. 

803-772-1761 or sopc@sopc.net. If you would like Annah to update your picture 

in the directory, please either email her the picture you would like used or make 

an appointment to come by and have her take your picture. 

•   1. Our youth group is collecting toilettries for local 

migrant workers. If you have new containers (any size) of soap, shampoo, body 

wash, deodorant, toothpaste, toothbrushes, combs, hairbrushes, conditioner, 

pocket packs of kleenex, or other hygiene items, please bring them, marked 

“Migrant Ministry,” to the narthex this Sunday, to the box in the church office 

meeting room, OR…the Bussells can arrange a pick up if needed. The youth will 

deliver them to the migrant workers THIS TUESDAY, June 30th when SOPC 

prepares, delivers, and serves a meal to them. 2. Several of our youth and adults, 

along with other area sibling churches’ youth and adults, will attend Montreat 

July 12-18. 

•  The church office is making an attempt to collect 

emergency contact information for all our church family members. If you 

wouldn’t mind, please email Annah at sopc@sopc.net or call the chruch office at 

803-772-1761 or write your emergency contact person’s name, phone number, 

and/or email address on a sheet of paper and mail it to the church at 530 St. 

Andrews Rd., Columbia, SC 29210-4517. Once she receives your information, 

Annah will update your confidential file with it, and share it with your shepherd. 

This way, we can be sure to be able to get in touch with the right people in case 
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of an emergency. Thank you! We cherish each member of this church family and 

want to do our part to ensure everyone’s health and wellbeing. 

• From Kitsie Miller: “We’re calling a 

Summer Special Book Group Meeting!!  Come let us know what you’ve been 

doing!  Fannie Flagg wrote a really good book about the gals who were flying 

planes to get them where they needed to be during World War II.  And, we’d really 

love to see you! We’ll meet Thursday, July 30 at 3:00 pm at Loveland Coffee in 

Irmo and discuss The All Girl Filling Station’s Last Reunion and anything else 

you’d like to discuss.” Feel free to reach out to Kitsie with any questions and/or 

to let her know to expect you!  

•  Our next SOPC Ladies’ Luncheon will be held 

Monday, July 20, at noon at M Kitchen (Miyos) on Columbiana Dr. All women of 

the church and friends are welcome! It’s Dutch treat. Please notify Margaret 

Royals if you plan to attend. 803-608-1434 or mroyals052@gmail.com 

• From Seven Oaks Elementary School: “Dear Sharon, 

Sharon, and SOPC, thank you so much for putting together all of the treats for 

our staff appreciation week! As usual, the sweet treats were wonderful and 

quickly eaten, and the rest of the treats were enjoyed, too. We always appreciate 

everything you do for our staff. I hope that you are having good summers! See 

you soon! Love, Michele” 
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•  September 2 we will host a Red Cross Blood Drive. Contact 

Tish Lowe to volunteer to help, or visit redcrossblood.org to sign up to donate 

blood. Annah in the church office will be happy to help anyone not comfortable 

with the online sign up. 803-772-1761.    

• Are you available and willing to occasionally offer a ride to 

church for a church family member? Some of our beloved church family 

members are either no longer driving, without access to a car, or temporarily 

unable to drive. You would not be needed every Sunday, and we can work around 

your schedule! If interested, please contact the church office at sopc@sopc.net 

of 803-772-1761. Thanks! 

• If anyone in our church family would benefit from wheelchair service 

from the car into worship, we would be happy to assist you! When you arrive 

Sunday morning, have whoever is driving you enter the narthex and inform the 

usher that you are in the parking lot. The usher or a greeter will then bring a 

wheelchair out to your car to get you. They will also take you out to your car after 

worship. It is our pleasure to do this! If you need a ride to church, please contact 

your shepherd or the church office. 

•  If you are at the store and are able & feel led to pick up a few items 

for our Blessing Box / Food Pantry/Clothing Closet, we could use some small 

cans of Vienna sausages and/or travel-sized shampoos! Thanks! 

• We’re collecting cans’ pop tops!  So far, we have donated 8 gallon-sized Ziploc 

bags FULL of pop tops to the Ronald McDonald House in Columbia. 

• We can train folks so that we can show videos with our Minutes for Missions 

before worship. This training with Karl will take several weeks before the desired 

event, and needs to be scheduled well in advance. Thanks! 
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• If you would like to volunteer in the sanctuary’s sound booth occasionally, please 

contact the church office. Training provided!  

• Save the Date: 
➢ June 28: Elder Installation Cont’d.; Rev. Alice Odell in the Pulpit 

➢ June 30: Migrant Ministry Meal & Toiletry Distribution 

➢ July 6: The church office will be closed in observance of the Independence Day holiday. 

➢ July 12-18: Montreat Youth Camp 

➢ July 19: Churchwide Fellowship Meal Cookout and Scout Hut Open House 

➢ July 21: SOPW Salad Luncheon 

➢ September 2: Blood Drive 

➢ October 17: Fall Festival 

• If you have information to go out to our church family in the Leaflet and/or 

bulletin, please get it to Annah by the Tuesday before. Thanks! 

 


