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STRIKING OF THE HOUR 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                                        Elder Frank Sheppard 

WE GATHER TOGETHER TO PRAISE GOD 
 

PRELUDE                                                      O Master Let Me Walk With Thee                                                Paul Karvonen                                                        
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                                              Elder Frank Sheppard  
Leader - Let us sing of God’s steadfast love forever. 
People - With my mouth I will proclaim God’s faithfulness to all generations. 
Leader - Let us declare that God’s steadfast love is established forever; 
People - God’s faithfulness is as firm as the heavens. 
All - Let us worship God! 
                                                                                                                                    
*HYMN #54                                                       Make a Joyful Noise to God                                           
 
*CALL TO CONFESSION                                                                                                                       Elder Frank Sheppard                                                                                                  
 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                                                                                 Elder Frank Sheppard 
God of the risen Christ, you broke the power of sin and evil. Yet, we still live with the shroud of forgetfulness, 
anxiety and fear. We have failed to love you as we should. We have neglected to love our neighbor as we should. 
Indeed, we have failed to love ourselves. Release us from the worldly fears that terrify us, so that we can see your 
image in one another and in your good creation. Free us from the bonds of self-hatred, so that we can see 
ourselves as your children. Hear now our personal confessions and the meditations of each of our hearts. 
 
*MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION & PERSONAL CONFESSION                                                   Elder Frank Sheppard 
 

...In the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.  
 
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                                                                                                  Elder Frank Sheppard 
Leader - The mercy of the Lord is sure. In Christ, we are forgiven and set free from the chains that bind us so that we can      
   be your people.  
People- Thanks be to God! 
  
*GLORIA PATRI 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen; amen.  
 
CHILDREN’S CORNER                                                                                                                                                                                                        

We invite children ages 4k - 4th grade to go to the Children’s Corner at this time. A designated adult will be sitting with the 

children, and age appropriate activities will be provided that go along with worship. Parents will pick up their children after 

the service.                 

TO HEAR GOD’S WORD 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                                                                               Elder Frank Sheppard      

 
 
 

         

                                                                                                                                                                                                 

 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                                          Psalm 13                                                           Elder Frank Sheppard                                                                                                         

Leader - The Word of the Lord. 

People - Thanks be to God!   
 

MUSICAL SELECTION                                             Like As a Father                                      Cherubini / arr. Austin Lovelace  
              Chancel Choir      

                                                                                                                                   

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON                                    Romans 6:1-23                                                                Rev. Alice Odell 

Leader - The Word of the Lord. 

People - Thanks be to God!   
  

MESSAGE                                                                   Paul on Sin                                                                    Rev. Alice Odell                                                 
                                          

RESPONDING IN FAITH 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH from A Brief Statement of Faith                                                                              Rev. Alice Odell 

 In a broken and fearful world, the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to witness among all 

peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples 

long silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom and peace.                                                                           

 In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and to live holy 

and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”         

INSTALLATION OF MARY JOHNSON AS AN ELDER                                                                                 Rev. Alice Odell             

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                   Rev. Alice Odell                                                                                                                                      

 ...Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 

is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.   

INVITATION TO OFFERING                                                                                                                             Rev. Alice Odell                                                       

OFFERTORY HYMN #169                              Dear Lord and Father of Mankind                                                                            
                           (Please see insert & remain seated while singing.)     

 

*DOXOLOGY #606                                   Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING                                                                                                                         Rev. Alice Odell        

Lord, we bring you our treasure for your glory. We know and trust that where our treasure is, there our hearts will 

be also. We find our treasure in you, and we offer you these gifts as a sign of our commitment and thanksgiving. In 

the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, Amen. 

*HYMN #649                                                               Amazing Grace                                                                                             

CHARGE                                                                                                                                                            Rev. Alice Odell 

POSTLUDE                                                               Allegro Maestoso                                            Handel / arr. Carl McKinley

                   (Please remain seated during the Postlude.)  

BENEDICTION                                                                                                                                                   Rev. Alice Odell                                                                   

*Please stand in body or in spirit.   When items are in bold, you are invited to join aloud. 

 

Welcome! 
 

 

SEVEN OAKS  
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH   

530 St. Andrews Road, Columbia, SC 29210; 
803-772-1761; www.sopc.net;  

email: sopc@sopc.net 
 

 

Sunday, June 28, 2026 
5th Sunday After Pentecost 

     



 

  

                                                                                                                       
Sunday, June 28: Elder Installation of 
 Mary Johnson 
Guest Preacher: Rev. Alice Odell 
Liturgist: Frank Sheppard 
Counters: Mark Dillard & Frank Sheppard  
Head Ushers: Robert & Kitsie Miller 
Greeters: Brenda Turner & Ellis Robinson 
Children’s Corner: Mary Johnson 
Announcement Slides: Mary Dempster 
Sunday, July 5: Communion 
Liturgist: Banks Robinson 
Counters: Mary Johnson & Sharon Watkins 
Head Usher: Mary Johnson 
Greeters: Mary Dempster & Ellis Robinson 
Children’s Corner: Emalee Dillard 
Announcement Slides: Mary Dempster 
Communion Preparation: Kitsie & Robert   
 Miller 
Communion Servers: Mark & Mary       
 Johnson, Kitsie Miller, Banks         
 Robinson 
 
 
 

Pastor: Rev. Rodney E. Norris; 
 rev.norris@sopc.net 
Director of Music Ministry: Dr. Lloyd 
 Pilkington 
Office Manager: Annah G. Hiers; 
 sopc@sopc.net 
Accompanist: Elder Sharon Watkins 
Building Superintendent: Karl  
 Thompson  
Volunteer Financial Administrator:                     
 Elder Sharon Staton;                  
 sharon@sopc.net 
Nursery Coordinator: Amy Schwartz 

SESSION (*indicates chair) 
 

Clerk of Session: Polly Robinson 
Class of 2027:  
Jeanne LeBoeuf - Missions 
Kitsie Miller - Fellowship 
Frank Sheppard - Administration* 
Elizabeth Taylor - Administration* 
Class of 2028: 
Mark Dillard - Buildings & Grounds 
Mary Johnson - Disciple Care* 
Tish Lowe - Missions* 
Sharon Watkins - Worship* 
Class of 2029: 
Betty Cheung-Shuler - Fellowship 
Liz Harris - Fellowship* 
Sharon Staton - Christian Education* 
Mark Wishart - Buildings & Grounds* 
Trustees: Molly Jackson, Robert Miller, Brenda Turner 
Treasurer: Kathy Locklair 
Presbyterian Women Moderator (SOPW): 
Julie Bussells* 

Announcements: 
• Welcome, Rev. Alice Odell! Thanks for sharing the Word with us 

at SOPC today! 

• We will prepare, deliver, and serve our annual Migrant Ministry 
Meal and toiletries (collected by our youth) on THIS Tuesday, 
June 30. Please contact Jim Taylor, Julie/Ernie Bussells, or Tish 
Lowe if you would like to help. 

• SOPC is in need of members willing to collect the offering by 
passing the plate. It’s ok if you have never done it before. We 
need 3 people/week! Please prayerfully consider serving God via 
SOPC in this vital role. If interested, or if you have questions, 
please contact either the church office (803-772-1761,) Pastor 
Rodney, Sharon Watkins, or Polly Robinson. 

• The women of SOPC will have our annual summer salad 
luncheon on Tuesday, July 21 at noon in the Youth Room. 
Please bring your favorite salad to share! Join us as we 
celebrate the fellowship of our SOPC sisters! Please call Julie 
Bussells at 803-622-9509 if you have any questions or need 
transportation. Can’t wait to see you! 

• We are updating church files and want to make sure that we have 
emergency contact information for all of our members. Please 
email, call, or write to the church office with your emergency 
contact person’s name, phone number, and email address. We 
want to keep everyone safe and cared for! Thanks! 

• GOOD NEWS! Seven Oaks has raised $5,000, and Presbyterian 
Church of Western Springs, IL has raised $5,000 for our partner 
church, Iglesia Presbiteriana Reformada (IPR) de Nueva Paz, 
Cuba, sufficient to purchase/install solar panels.  Westminster 
Presbyterian Church will also raise funds through a BBQ/bake 
sale on July 12. We plan to send $10,000 to IPR in late July via a 
pastor traveling to Cuba. Missions Ministry is exploring ways to 
send medicines/supplies safely and economically.  

• The next SOPC Ladies’ Luncheon will be held Monday, July 
20, at noon at M Kitchen (Miyos) on Columbiana Dr. All women 
of the church and friends are welcome! It’s Dutch treat. Please 
notify Margaret Royals if you plan to attend. 803-608-1434 or 
mroyals052@gmail.com 

• From Kitsie Miller: “We’re calling a Summer Special Book 
Group Meeting!!  Come let us know what you’ve been 
doing!  Fannie Flagg wrote a really good book about the gals who 
were flying planes to where they needed to be during World War 
II. We’ll meet Thursday, July 30 at 3:00 pm at Loveland Coffee in 
Irmo and discuss The All Girl Filling Station’s Last Reunion and 
anything else you’d like to talk about.” Feel free to reach out to 
Kitsie with any questions and/or to let her know to expect you!  

• Our next churchwide fellowship meal will be a cookout on July 
19th. Our Troop 91 Scouts will be joining us, and have invited us 
to an Open House in the Scout Hut during the festivities as well! 

• We will host a Red Cross Blood Drive on Wednesday, 
September 2, from 10 am - 2:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall. 
Contact Tish Lowe if you would like to volunteer to help. To sign 
up to give blood or blood products, visit https://
www.redcrossblood.org.  

• A Newly Revised SOPC Directory is available digitally and/or on 
paper! If you would like a digital copy emailed to you or a paper 
copy mailed to you, please contact the church office. 803-772-
1761 or sopc@sopc.net. If you would like Annah to update 
your picture in the directory, please either email her a picture or 
make an appointment to come by and have her take your photo. 

• If you are at the store and are able & feel led to pick up small 
cans of Vienna sausages or travel sized shampoos for our 
Blessing Box / Clothing Closet, we would welcome them. Thanks! 

• Are you willing to offer a ride to church occasionally to church 
family members who are unable to drive themselves? If so, please 
contact the church office at sopc@sopc.net or 803-772-1761.   

 

 

 

Parents of Young Children: Please grab a “Wiggle 

Bag” from the Narthex / lobby before worship starts and 

remember that young ones (4k - 4th grade) go to the 

Children’s Corner after the Gloria Patri during the 

service. Thanks! 

Guests are invited to stop by the welcome 

table in the narthex/lobby. Please take a 

goody bag with you as a reminder of the gift 

of God’s love. Also, please leave your 

information for us on the yellow card and 

place it in the offering baskets. Thank you 

In Our Prayers: 
Summer Travel Mercies                                                                                                                                       

JoAnne Merritt’s Sister      

Asher Mellitz                                                                                 

Janet & Nealy Jordan         

Aletha & Derek Robinson                          

John Carter                                     

Monroe Swearingen                                               

Al & Margaret Charles               

Fran & Jeffrey Brannon   

Annie Moffatt & Jimmy Revell                                                                                                         

Iglesia Presbiteriana de 

 Nueva Paz, Cuba        

Daniel and Elizabeth Turk 

 (Missionaries)   

Those in Retirement 

Communities, Assisted 

Living, & Nursing Facilities:                                           

Dave, Rich & Sam Allen         

Edith Blanchett                                        

Barbara Fowler                      

Bobby Sellars                                                       

Barry Shatzer                                                   

Charlaine Pilkington                  

Virginia Martinez                                       

Jim Wilhide                                    

Ira Leon                            

Willie Hale                         

  

Church Staff 

 
 
 

OFFICE HOURS: M-Th; 10 am - 2 pm  
 

Sunday, June 28: Elder Installation of Mary Johnson; 
 Guest Preacher: Rev. Alice Odell; Pastor 
 Rodney on Vacation 
9:45 am - 10:30 am - Adult Sunday School (Godly Play 
 and Youth Sunday School are on Summer Break.) 
10:30 am - Chancel Choir 
11:00 am - Worship 
12:15 pm - Fellowship Ministry Meeting                                                   
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm - Mision Cristiana Elim Int’l. 
3:00 pm - Clothing Closet Opens  
3:30 pm - 5:00 pm - Love Revolution  
4:00 pm - The Well Church 
5:00 pm - Peaceful Gatherings Parents’ Book Club 
 
Monday, June 29: Karl’s Day Off; Pastor Rodney on 
 Vacation  
6:30 pm - Worship Ministry Meeting 
7:00 pm - Troop 91 
7:30 pm - 8:30 pm - NANA 
8:00 pm - 10:00 pm - Mision Cristiana Elim Int’l. 
 
Tuesday, June 30: Migrant Ministry Meal; Pastor 
 Rodney on Vacation 
7:30 pm - 8:30 pm - NANA 
8:00 pm - 10:00 pm - Mision Cristiana Elim Int’l. 
 
Wednesday, July 1: Pastor Rodney on Vacation 
7:30 pm - 8:30 pm - NANA 
 
Thursday, July 2: Pastor Rodney on Vacation 
 
Friday, July 3: Pastor Rodney on Vacation  
6:45 am - 7:45 am - Men’s Lanterns Prayer Group 
7:30 pm - 10:00 pm - Mision Cristiana Elim Int’l. 
 
Saturday, July 4: Happy Independence Day! Pastor 
 Rodney on Vacation  
 

Save the Date: 

July 6: Office Closed in Observance of the Independence 
Day Holiday 

July 12-18: Youth to Montreat 

July 19: Churchwide Fellowship Cookout & Scout Hut 
Open House 

July 21: SOPW Salad Luncheon 

July 30: Book Group 

September 2: Blood Drive 

October 17: Fall Festival 

 

 

A nursery is available in Building A  

during Worship for children ages 0 - 4. If 

you have any questions, please see an 

usher or greeter for help. 

    Music Notes: 

The choir's anthem is a canon with 
three melodies interwoven as a round 

across three parts. The lyrics to the three 
parts are based on Psalm 103:13, "Like as a 

father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth 
them that fear him." (KJV). The postlude is 

based on the closing movement of Handel's 
Suite from Water Music. 


