
REAFFIRMATION OF BAPTISMAL COVENANT 
All who are able, please stand. 

  
Leader   Ordination calls the whole church to renewed commitment, and 
 reminds us all to bear gladly the yoke of Christ given in the covenant 
 of baptism. Let us, therefore, reaffirm our baptismal vows renouncing 
 all that opposes God and God’s rule and affirming the faith of the holy 
 catholic church.  
 

RENUNCIATIONS 

 
Leader   Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, do you turn from the ways of 
 sin and renounce evil and its power in the world? Do you? 
People   I do. 
Leader   Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Lord and Savior, 
 trusting in his grace and love. Do you?   
People   I do. 
Leader   Will you be Christ’s faithful disciple, obeying his Word and showing his 
 love? Will you, with God’s help? 
People   I will, with God’s help. 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

 
Leader Eternal and gracious God, we give you thanks. In countless ways you 
 have revealed yourself in ages past and have blessed us with signs 
 of your grace.  
     We praise you that through the waters of the sea you led your people 
 Israel out of bondage, into freedom in the land of your promise. 
      We praise you for sending Jesus, your Son, who for us was baptized 
 in the waters of the Jordan, and was anointed as the Christ by your 
 Holy Spirit. Through the baptism of his death and resurrection you set 
 us free from the bondage of sin and death, and give us cleansing and 
 rebirth. 
      We praise you that in baptism you gave us your Holy Spirit, who 
 teaches us and leads us into all truth, filling us with a variety of gifts, 
 that we might proclaim the gospel to all nations and serve you as a 
 royal priesthood. 
      We rejoice that you claimed us in our baptism, and that by your grace 
 we are born anew. By your Holy Spirit renew us, that we may be 
 empowered to do your will and continue forever in the risen life of 
 Christ, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all glory and honor, 
 now and forever.  Amen. 
 
 Remember your baptism and be thankful. In the name of the Father, 
 and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.   

 

Please be seated. 

CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS FOR ELDERS 

 
Do you trust in the Lord Jesus Christ your Savior, acknowledge him Lord of all 
and Head of the Church, and through him believe in one God, Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit? I do. 
 
Do you accept the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be, by the Holy 
Spirit, the unique and authoritative witness to Jesus Christ in the Church 
universal, and God’s word to you? I do. 
 
Do you sincerely receive and adopt the essential tenets of the Reformed faith as 
expressed in the confessions of our church as authentic and reliable expositions 
of what Scripture leads us to believe and do, and will you be instructed and led 
by those confessions as you lead the people of God? I do and I will. 
 
Will you fulfill your ministry in obedience to Jesus Christ, under the authority of 
Scripture, and be continually guided by our confessions? I will.   
 
Will you be governed by our Church’s polity, and will you abide by its discipline? 
I will. 
 
Will you be a friend among your colleagues in ministry, working with them, 
subject to the ordering of God’s Word and Spirit? I will. 
 
Will you in your own life seek to follow the Lord Jesus Christ, love your 
neighbors, and work for the reconciliation of the world? I will. 
 
Do you promise to further the peace, unity, and purity of the church? I do. 
 
Will you pray for and seek to serve the people with energy, intelligence, 
imagination, and love? I will. 
 
Will you be a faithful ruling elder, watching over the people, providing for their 
worship, nurture and service? Will you share in government and discipline, 
serving in councils of the church, and in your ministry will you try to show the 
love and justice of Jesus Christ? I will. 
 

CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS FOR THE CONGREGATION 

 
Leader  Do we, the members of the Seven Oaks Presbyterian Church, accept 
Frank, Sharon, Liz, Betty, and Mark Dillard and Mark Wishart as ruling elders, 
chosen by God through the voice of this congregation to lead us in the way of 
Jesus Christ.? 
 
People  We do. 
 
 
 



 
Leader  Do we agree to pray for them, encourage them, respect their 
 decisions, and follow as they guide us, serving Jesus Christ who  alone 
 is Head of the Church? 
 
People  We do.   
 

LAYING ON OF HANDS AND PRAYER OF ORDINATION 

 
Leader Almighty God, in every age you have chosen servants to speak your 

word and lead your people. We thank you for these persons whom you 
have called to serve in this congregation. Pour out your Holy Spirit on 
Betty as we ordain her today, that she may be your faithful elder in the 
church. Give her prudence and sound judgment, wisdom and courage 
to order the life of the church in obedience of your Word. Nourish her in 
the life of the Holy Spirit, that she may exercise the ministry of discipline 
with humility and compassion. Guide Betty in governance, on this 
session and in every court of the church, that she may be a servant 
leader following Christ who came not to be served but to serve, and to 
give his life to set others free. Give Betty in her walk of faith and service, 
gladness and strength, discipline and hope, humility, humor and 
courage and an abiding sense of your  presence. In Jesus Christ name 
we pray. Amen.     

 

DECLARATION OF ORDINATION 

 
Leader Betty Cheung-Shuler you are now a ruling elder in the PCUSA Church, 

ordained to ministries of service and governance in the church of Jesus 
Christ and for this congregation. 

 

CHARGE TO ELDERS 

 
Leader  Frank, Mark, Sharon, Liz, Betty and Mark as elders of Seven Oaks 

Presbyterian Church, I charge you to maintain constant love for one 
another, for love covers a multitude of sins. Be hospitable to one 
another without complaining. Like good stewards of the manifold grace 
of God, serve one another with whatever gift each of you has received. 
Whoever speaks must do so as one speaking the very words of God; 
whoever serves must do so with the strength that God supplies, so that 
God may be glorified in all things through Jesus Christ. To him belongs 
the glory and the power forever and ever. Amen.                   

1 Peter 4: 7-11 
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A LITANY FOR ORDINATION 

 
Leader There are varieties of gifts, but it is the same Spirit who gives them. 
People There are different ways of serving God, but it is the same Lord 
 who is served. 
Leader   God works through each person in a unique way, but it is God’s 
 purpose that is accomplished. 
People   To each is given a gift of the Spirit to be used for the common 
 good. 
Leader   Together we are the body of Christ, and individually members of it.   

       
1 Cor. 12: 4-7, 27 

 
STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

 
Leader   We are all called into the church of Jesus Christ by baptism, and 
 marked as Christ’s own by the Holy Spirit. This is our common  calling, 
 to be disciples and servants of our servant Lord. Within the 
 community of the church, some are called to particular service as 
 deacons, as elders, and as ministers of Word and Sacrament. 
 Ordination is Christ’s gift to the church, assuring that his ministry 
 continues among us, providing for ministries of caring and 
 compassion in the world, ordering the governance of the church, and 
 preaching the Word and celebrating the sacraments.   
 
Clerk of  
Session   Representing the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic church, the 

session of Seven Oaks Presbyterian Church now ordains Betty 
Cheung-Shuler to the office of Ruling Elder and installs her to active 
service on the session in the class of 2029. The session also installs 
to active service on the session those who have been previously 
ordained as Ruling Elder – Class of 2027 – Frank Shepherd; Class of 
2028 – Mark Dillard; Class of 2029 – Sharon Staton, Liz Harris, Mark 
Wishart. 

 
  


