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 Even before any of the grandchildren were born, my mom requested to be 
called “Grammy.” And Grammy is what they called her. My dad made no such 
request. He would be fine with whatever name was given to him. Our son Corey was 
the first-born grandchild for my parents. So, when he started talking, he called mom, 
“Grammy.” For some reason which we still cannot explain to this day, he called dad, 
“Pip Pip.” It was shortened to “Pip,” and all nine grandchildren called him by this 
name. Dad unfortunately died in 2022, but to this day when we talk about him, he is 
called “Pip.” I miss my parents, and I really wish they could be here today to see me 
at Seven Oaks. I know they are so pleased that I am here. I would have given 
anything to see my parents sitting with the rest of my family on my first Sunday. 
Having mom’s funeral here a little over a year ago made it easier to feel her presence 
with me on that day, but what about dad? Well, God is good! As my family gathered 
outside of the sanctuary on that Sunday after the service, we looked up and a truck 
pulling a trailer pulled into the church and on the trailer was the name Pip. It seemed 
as if the truck stopped right in front of us for a long time. I can’t tell you if it actually 
stopped or not but we all saw the name “Pip” on the trailer and we all knew dad was 
there joining the celebration that day. Not that I ever had any doubts about coming 
here, but when I saw the trailer, I was convinced more than ever that God had called 
me here. By the way, the truck and trailer belong to Liz Harris. They are used in her 
catering business. Oh, and I forgot to tell you that eating a good meal was one of my 
father’s favorite things to do. It was definitely a God thing that day. 

Rev. Rodney Norris’ new email address is rev.norris@sopc.net. 
He’d love to hear from you! The church office phone number is 803-772-1761. 

If you need his cell phone number, feel free to contact the church office. 
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• Thank you to all who helped us recognize our graduates, Laura Crosby and 

Sawyer Creighton, last Sunday. We are so proud of all they have accomplished, 

and excitedly await all that God has in store for them in their next chapters! 

•  If you are able, please plan to wear “fiery” colors 

to worship THIS SUNDAY, 5/24/26: red, orange, gold, yellow, etc. This symbolizes 

the arrival of the Holy Spirit, Christians’ companion, guide, empowerment, and 

direct connection to the Divine! In Acts 2:23, the Holy Spirit is described as 

appearing to the Disciples as flames above their heads…PENTECOST! 

• Confirmation Class & Youth Group will meet here this 

week at 4:30 and 5:30 respectively. We will enjoy, fun, fellowship, service, food, 

worship, and discipleship. 



 

 
 

 
 

 
• Last Sunday’s Fellowship Meal (and surprise 60th birthday celebration for Pastor 

Rodney,) was a delight! Thanks to our Fellowship Ministry and all those who 

helped make it possible! Rev. Rodney, we hope that you are enjoying your “six-

tees” so far!! 



 
• Youth, great job with your Minute for Mission this past Sunday! We LOVE seeing 

your smiling faces up there! 

•  “Thank you [SOPC] for the wonderful meal you sent to us 

Sundayby Carol [Griffith]. It was delicious, and so was the dessert! Monroe and I 

appreciate all the nice things you do for us! Love & Prayers, Monroe & Charlotte 

[Swearingen]” 

•  June 30: We will prepare, deliever, and serve a meal to 

Migrant Ministry. This ministry is where our Father’s Day offering goes. For more 

information, contact Jim Taylor or Tish Lowe. 

•  September 2 we will host a Red Cross Blood Drive. Contact 

Tish Lowe to volunteer to help, or visit redcrossblood.org to sign up to donate 

blood. Annah in the church office will be happy to help anyone not comfortable 

with the online sign up. 803-772-1761.    

 



•  Our next Ladies’ Luncheon will be Monday, June 15, at 

noon. Location: TBA. Please let Margaret Royals know if you plan to attend or 

have questions. mroyals052@gmail.com or 803-608-1434. 

• The next meeting of our Book Club will be a week from 

tomorrow, Thursday, 5/28/26, at 3 pm at Loveland Coffee on Carlisle Street in 

Irmo. They will be discussing Lady Tan’s Circle of Women by Lisa See. Please 

contact Kitsie Miller if you plan to attend. All are welcome! 

• Family Promise of the Midlands, one of our partner 

ministries, has just published their spring newsletter. You can read it here: 

https://files.constantcontact.com/d312e20e001/dc5ee3eb-fadb-4f78-a566-

ab7202d7150e.pdf?rdr=true. It is also attached the email this newsletter came 

with. For more information about Family Promise of the Midlands and their 

mission, you can visit https://familypromisemidlands.org/ or contact Tish Lowe. 

•  Have you noticed the new “flower bed” next to the fence 

we share with Ben Lippen? One of our Troop 91 scouts, Ava Adams, is turning 

that into her Eagle Scout project—a butterfly garden to support pollinators, 

beautify our landscape, and promote peace and serenity on campus. Annah has 

her contact information in the church office if you would like to get in touch. 

• If anyone in our church family would benefit from wheelchair service 

from the car into worship, we would be happy to assist you! When you arrive 

Sunday morning, have whoever is driving you enter the narthex and inform the 

https://files.constantcontact.com/d312e20e001/dc5ee3eb-fadb-4f78-a566-ab7202d7150e.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/d312e20e001/dc5ee3eb-fadb-4f78-a566-ab7202d7150e.pdf?rdr=true
https://familypromisemidlands.org/
https://desertcolors.blogspot.com/2012/09/butterflies-in-garden.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


usher that you are in the parking lot. The usher or a greeter will then bring a 

wheelchair out to your car to get you. They will also take you out to your car after 

worship. It is our pleasure to do this! If you need a ride to church, please contact 

your shepherd or the church office. 

• If you are at the store and are able & feel led to pick up a few items for our 

Blessing Box / Food Pantry/Clothing Closet, we could use some body wipes 

and/or bottles of water. 

• We’re collecting cans’ pop tops!  So far, we have donated 7 gallon-sized Ziploc 

bags FULL of pop tops to the Ronald McDonald House in Columbia. 

• We can train folks so that we can show videos with our Minutes for Missions 

before worship. This training with Karl will take several weeks before the desired 

event, and needs to be scheduled well in advance. Thanks! 

• If you would like to volunteer in the sanctuary’s sound booth occasionally, please 

contact the church office. Training provided!  

• Save the Date: 
➢ May 24: Pentecost-Wear “fiery” colors! 

➢ May 25: Memorial Day; Office Closed 

➢ May 31: Trinity Sunday 

➢ June 7: Communion 

➢ June 14: Elder Ordination & Installation 

➢ June 21: Father’s Day; Migrant Ministry Offering 

➢ June 30: Migrant Ministry Meal 

➢ July 21: SOPW Salad Luncheon 

➢ September 2: Blood Drive 

➢ October 17: Fall Festival 

• If you have information to go out to our church family in the Leaflet and/or 

bulletin, please get it to Annah by the Tuesday before. Thanks! 

 


