GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

289 On Pentecost They Gathered

On  Pen-te-cost they gath-ered quite ear-ly in the day,
The peo-ple all a-round them were star-tled and  a-mazed
God pours the Ho - Iy Spir - it on all who would be - lieve,
o Spir-it, sent from heav - en on that day long a - go,
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a  band of Christ'sdis - ci - ples, to wor-ship, sing and pray.
to un -der-stand their lan-guage, as Christ the Lord they praised.
on  wom-en, men, and chil-dren who would God’s grace re - ceive.
re - kin-dle faith a - mong us in all life’s ebb and flow.
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A might-y wind came blow-ing, filled all the swirl-ing air

What u - ni - ver - sal mes-sage, what great good news was here?
That Spir - it knows no lim - it, be - stow -ing life and power
O give us ears to lis - ten and tongues a - flame with praise,
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and tongues of fire a - glow-ing in-spired each per-son there.
That Christ, once dead,is s - en to van-quish all our fear
The church, formed and re - form - ing, re-sponds in ev - ery hour
SO folk of ev-ery na - tionglad songs of joy shall raise.
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This narrative and interpretive text was written to fill what the author perceived as an unfortunate gaﬁ in
available hymns concerning the Holy Spirit in general and Pentecost in particular. The setting of a 17th-
century German tune is from Mendelssolwy's oratorio Elijak.
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TEXT: Jane Parker Huber, 1981 MUNICH
MUSIC: Neuvermehites Meiningisches Cesangbuch, 1693; adapt. Felix Mendelssohn, 1847 7.6.7.6.D
Text © 1981 Jane Parker Huber {admin. Westminster John Knox Press)
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Spirit

Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness
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Spir - it spir - it of gen-tle-ness, blow through the
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wil - der-ness, call-ing and free. Spir - it
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spir - it  of rest - less - ness, stir me from plac - id-ness,
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wind, wind on the sea.
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1 You moved on the wa - ters; you called to the
2 You swept through the des -  ert; you stung with the
3 You sang in a sta - ble; you cried from a
4 You «call from to-mor - row; you break an - cient
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deep; then you coaxed up the moun - tains from the
sand; and you goad - ed your peo - ple with a
hill; then you whis-pered in si - lence when the
schemes; from the bond-age of sor - row  the

As the author/ composer reminds us in the refrain, the Spirit is both gentle and restless. The stanzas reinforce
a sense of the Spirit’s activity through a wide range of verbs, initially in the past tense; but they become more
urgent in the present tense of the fourth stanza.

TEXT: James K. Manley, 1975, alt.
MUSIC: James K. Maniey, 1976

Text and Music © 1978 James K. Manley
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val - leys of sleep; and o - ver the e -
law and a land. When they were con - found -
whole world was still. And down in the <t -
cap - tives dream  dreams. Our wom -en see vi o -
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ons you called to  each thing, “A -
ed with i - dols and  lies, then you
VA you called once a - gain when you
stons; our men clear their eyes. With
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wake from  your slum - bers and
spoke through your  proph - ets to
blew through your peo - ple on the
bold new de - - sions your
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rise on your wings.”
o - pen their eyes.
rush  of  the wind.
peo - ple a - rise



