
 

 

STRIKING OF THE HOUR 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                                                 Elder Tish Lowe 

WE GATHER TOGETHER TO PRAISE GOD 
 

PRELUDE                                                         I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord                                                              Ralph Long                                                                                                                   
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                                                       Elder Tish Lowe  
 Leader:   The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. 
 People:  He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters; he restores my soul. 
 Leader:   He leads me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 
 People:  Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil. 
             Leader:   You are with me; your rod and your staff - they comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the                      

presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.   
             All:         Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life and I will dwell in the house of 

the Lord forever.   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
*HYMN #267                                                 Come, Christians Join to Sing 
 
*CALL TO CONFESSION                                                                                                                                Elder Tish Lowe                                                                                              
 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                                                                                          Elder Tish Lowe 
O God of the Resurrected Lord, have mercy upon me for I have sinned against you and my neighbor. For my 
faithlessness - forgive me O Lord. For my disbelief - help me to believe. For my walking away from my cross - 
have mercy upon me. O Lord help me to be more faithful, more courageous, more kind and more gentle in all my 
interactions with my family, friends, neighbors and enemies. Forgive us all our sins. Give us the courage to let go 
of all our past sins and the grace to walk as your people. Help me to be more like you each day. Hear now my 
personal prayer of confession...  
 
*MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION & PERSONAL CONFESSION                                                            Elder Tish Lowe 
 
...In the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.  
 
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                                                                                                           Elder Tish Lowe 
 Leader: Hear the good news of the Gospel, in Jesus Christ all our sins are forgiven.  
 All:       Thanks be to God.    
    
*GLORIA PATRI 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen; amen.  
 
CHILDREN’S CORNER                                                                                                                                                                                                        

We invite children ages 4k - 4th grade to go to the Children’s Corner at this time. A designated adult will be sitting with the 

children, and age appropriate activities will be provided that go along with worship. Parents will pick up their children after 

the service.                 

 
 

 
 

         

                                                                                                                                                                                             

Copyright Information: 
I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord. Music by Ralph Long, ©2016 The Lorenz Publishing Corporation. Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-738441. All rights reserved. 
Day of Delight. Words by Delores Dufner, ©2011 GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-738441. All rights reserved.   
Christ Is Alive! Words by Brian Wren, ©1975 Hope Publishing Company. Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-738441. All rights reserved.   
Toccata. Music by Gordon Young, ©1966 The Lorenz Publishing Corporation. Streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-738441. All rights reserved.   
All other music in worship is in the public domain. 

TO HEAR GOD’S WORD 
 

MUSICAL SELECTION                                                Day of Delight                                Delores Dunfer & Giovanni Gastoldi                         

                                                                         Chancel Choir                                                 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                                                                                           Rev. Joey Byrd      

 

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON                                       Luke 24:25-35                                                               Rev. Joey Byrd                                                                                                        

 One:  The Word of the Lord. 

 All:  Thanks be to God!                      
 

MESSAGE                                               Emmaus Journey, Part II—The Witness                                            Rev. Joey Byrd                                                 
                                          

RESPONDING IN FAITH 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                      The Apostles’ Creed                                                           Rev. Joey Byrd                                                       

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who 

was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 

buried. He descended into hell. The third day, He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sitteth 

on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe 

in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.           

                                                                                                                        

OFFERING                                                                                                                                                          Rev. Joey Byrd                                                      

Tithes and offerings may be placed in the boxes with crosses at the main exit of the Narthex or given via www.sopc.net/giving.                                                                         

 One:  May these gifts, given in gratitude and love... 

 All:  Change us and the world to serve your purpose. 

CHORAL RESPONSE                           Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow                                                               

           Chancel Choir                                                                                                                 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                    Rev. Joey Byrd                                                                                                                                      

 ...Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 

is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.                                      

*HYMN #246                                                             Christ Is Alive!                                                                                                          

*CHARGE & BENEDICTION                                                                                                                               Rev. Joey Byrd 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING TO VOTE ON THE TERMS OF CALL OF REV. RODNEY NORRIS 

*POSTLUDE                                                                  Tocatta                                                                           Gordon Young  

*Please stand in body or in spirit.   When items are in bold, you are invited to join aloud. 

 

Welcome! 
 

 

SEVEN OAKS  
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH   

530 St. Andrews Road, Columbia, SC 29210; 
803-772-1761; www.sopc.net;  

email: sopc@sopc.net 
 

 

Sunday, April 26, 2026 
4th Sunday of Easter 

 

Image Credit: https://www.upperroom.org/walktoemmaus 



 

  

                                                                                                                                              
Sunday, April 26: 4th Sunday of Easter; 
 Congregational Meeting 
Guest Preacher: Rev. Joey Byrd 
Liturgist: Tish Lowe 
Counters: Liz Harris & Jeanne LeBoeuf  
Usher: Mary Johnson 
Greeters: Carol Griffith & Patty Mullins 
Children’s Corner: Marion Wishart 
Announcement Slides: Mary Dempster 
 
Sunday, May 3: 5th Sunday of Easter 
Guest Preacher: Pastor Andrea Paschal 
Liturgist: Mark Wishart 
Counters: Banks & Polly Robinson 
Usher: Mary Johnson 
Greeters: Sue Kesterson & Ellis Robinson 
Children’s Corner: Dallene Smith 
Announcement Slides: Mary Dempster 
Communion Preparation: Sharon Watkins 
Communion Servers: Mark & Mary    
 Johnson, Kitsie Miller 
 
 
 
 
 
We are praying for the person whom God is  
preparing and calling to be our new Pastor. 
 

Director of Music Ministry: Dr. Lloyd Pilkington 
Office Manager: Annah G. Hiers; sopc@sopc.net 
Accompanist: Elder Sharon Watkins 
Building Superintendent: Karl Thompson  
Volunteer Financial Administrator:                     
 Elder Sharon Staton; sharon@sopc.net 
Nursery Coordinator: Amy Schwartz 

SESSION (*indicates chair) 
 

Clerk of Session: Polly Robinson 
Class of 2026:  
Liz Harris - Fellowship* 
Mary Johnson - Disciple Care* 
Kathy Keane - Christian Education* 
Banks Robinson - Buildings & Grounds* 
Class of 2027:  
Jeanne LeBoeuf - Missions 
Kitsie Miller - Fellowship 
Elizabeth Taylor - Administration* 
Class of 2028: 
Tish Lowe - Missions* 
Sharon Watkins - Worship* 
Trustees: Carol Griffith, Molly Jackson,  Robert Miller 
Treasurer: Kathy Locklair 
Presbyterian Women Moderator (SOPW): 
Julie Bussells* 

Announcements: 
There will be a Congregational Meeting TODAY, 

April 26, 2026, immediately following worship for 
the purpose of voting on Rev. Rodney Norris and 
his Terms of Call as the new installed Pastor of 

Seven Oaks Presbyterian Church.  
 

• From SOPC’s Administration Ministry: As we celebrate God’s 
faithfulness, it’s time to rejoice in the progress of our Raise the 
Roofs Campaign! Launched in the spring of 2023, we are 
approaching its third anniversary on April 30, 2026. Thanks to 
your generous and faithful giving, we have reached $128,000 of 
our $150,000 goal as of December 31, 2025. With just a little more 
to go—and a few outstanding pledges—we are very close to fully 
achieving this milestone! Please take a moment to review your 
First Quarter Giving Statement, distributed on April 9, to check the 
status of your pledge. If you have any questions, feel free to 
contact Sharon Staton. Thank you for your continued 
faithfulness and commitment to the life of Seven Oaks as we 
serve God together in our community. 

• Our Confirmation Class will meet today at 4:30 pm in the Youth 
Room. 

• SOPC Youth will meet this evening at 5:30 pm in the Youth 
Room.  

• Our Session and Elders-Elect will have Officer Training this 
Wednesday (4/29). The Rev. Dr. Chris Denny, Senior Pastor at 
Westminster PC, will lead the class. It will be in the Session 
Room, starting at 5 pm.  

• The next gathering of the SOPC Book Group will be THIS 
Thursday, April 30th, at 3 pm at Loveland Coffee. We will be 
discussing An American Marriage by Tayari Mones.  We’d love 
to see you just to catch up on what you’ve been doing! Questions? 
Call or text Kitsie Miller. 803-463-6958 

• Our Small Town Adventures group will be traveling to 
Monck’s Corner and Mepkin Abbey this Thursday! Contact 
Marion Wishart if you would like to join them. 

• Tuesday at the Movies Small Group has scheduled our next 
time for Tuesday May 12 at AMC for the 1PM showing of “The 
Devil Wears Prada #2”. All are welcome. Reserved tickets are $6. 
Contact Sue Kesterson, skesterson@sc.rr.com to be included in 
reservation. It is easy to cancel later if needed.  

• We will have Cookies & Conversation after worship on 
Sunday, May 10th. It will be a sweet treat for all our Moms & a 
meet-and-greet with new faces.  

• The Hannah Circle will continue their annual tradition of treating 
the ladies at Presbyterian Communities to a Mother’s Day Tea on 
Thursday, May 7th. Contact Sharon Staton for more information. 

• If you are at the store and are able & feel led to pick up a few 
items for our Blessing Box / Food Pantry/Clothing Closet, we 
could use some breakfast bars and/or travel size deodorants. 

• Our Next Ladies’ Luncheon will be Monday, May 17th, at noon 
at Tupelo Honey, 2138 Pickens St., Columbia, 29201. If attending, 
please notify Margaret Royals at mroyals052@gmail.com or 803-
608-1434. Thanks! 

• Our youth are taking orders for casseroles and sweet treats 
(that they will help prepare) for you to either take home and enjoy 
or donate to Love Revolution. All proceeds will help defray their 
cost of attending Montreat and Camp Fellowship this 
summer. Order forms are available in the narthex and church 
office. THANK YOU to our church family for supporting this effort! 

 

 

 

 

Parents of Young Children: Please grab a “Wiggle 

Bag” from the Narthex / lobby before worship starts and 

remember that young ones (4k - 4th grade) go to the 

Children’s Corner after the Gloria Patri during the 

service. Thanks! 

Guests are invited to stop by the welcome 

table in the narthex/lobby. Please take a 

goody bag with you as a reminder of the gift 

of God’s love. Also, please leave your 

information for us on the yellow card and 

place it in the offering baskets. Thank you 

In Our Prayers: 
Rev. Rodney & Mrs. Nina 

 Norris                                                           

Jim Taylor                     

Jeremy Mason                                 

Myrna Gause                                     

JoAnne Merritt’s Sister      

Vicki Delesandro                

Asher Mellitz                                                                                 

Janet & Nealy Jordan         

Aletha & Derek Robinson                          

John Carter                                     

Monroe Swearingen                                               

Al & Margaret Charles               

Fran & Jeffrey Brannon   

Annie Moffatt & Jimmy Revell                                                                                                         

Iglesia Presbiteriana de 

 Nueva Paz, Cuba      

Daniel and Elizabeth Turk 

 (Missionaries)   

Those in Retirement 

Communities, Assisted 

Living, & Nursing Facilities:                                           

Dave, Rich & Sam Allen         

Edith Blanchett                                        

Barbara Fowler                      

Bobby Sellars                                                       

Barry Shatzer                                                   

Charlaine Pilkington                  

Virginia Martinez                                       

Jim Wilhide                                    

Ira Leon                            

Willie Hale                         

  

                                                  

Church Staff 

 
 
 
 
 

OFFICE HOURS: M-Th; 10 am - 2 pm  
 

Sunday, April 26th: Congregational Meeting 
9:45 am - 10:45 am - Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
9:45 am - 10:30 am - Sunday School 
11:00 am - Worship                                                   
11:00 am - 4:00 pm - Mision Cristiana Elim Int’l. 
12:00 pm - Congregational Meeting 
3:00 pm - Clothing Closet Opens  
3:30 pm - 5:00 pm - Love Revolution 
4:00 pm - The Well Church 
4:30 pm - Confirmation Class 
5:30 pm - Youth Group 
 
Monday, April 27th: 
8:00 am - 4:00 pm - Peaceful Gatherings Nature School 
6:00 pm - Troop 91 Court of Honor 
6:30 pm - Worship Ministry Meeting 
7:30 pm - 8:30 pm - NANA 
8:00 pm - 10:00 pm - Mision Cristiana Elim Int’l. 
 
Tuesday, April 28th:  
8:00 am - 4:00 pm - Peaceful Gatherings Nature School 
12:00 pm - Trinity Meditation Small Group 
7:30 pm - 8:30 pm - NANA 
8:00 pm - 10:00 pm - Mision Cristiana Elim Int’l. 
 
Wednesday, April 29th:  
8:00 am - 4:00 pm - Peaceful Gatherings Nature School 
10:30 am - Church History Bible Study 
5:00 pm - 6:30 pm - Elder Training 
7:30 pm - 8:30 pm - NANA 
 
Thursday, April 30th: Small Town Adventures to Moncks 
 Corner 
8:00 am - 4:00 pm - Peaceful Gatherings Nature School 
3:00 pm - SOPC Book Group 
 
Friday, May 1st: Office Closed 
6:45 am - 7:45 am - Men’s Lanterns Prayer Group 
8:00 am - 4:00 pm - Peaceful Gatherings Nature School 
7:30 pm - 10:00 pm - Mision Cristiana Elim Int’l. 
 
Saturday, May 2nd: Office Closed 
1:00 pm - Musician Supply Recitals 
2:00 pm - New Hope Outreach & Restoration Ministries 

 

Save the Date: 

May 7: Mother’s Day Tea at PCSC; National Day of Prayer 

May 10: Mother’s Day; PCSC Offering; Cookies & Conversation 
After Church 

May 12: Tuesday at the Movies 

May 24: Pentecost 

May 25: Memorial Day 

June 30: Migrant Ministry Meal 

July 21: SOPW Salad Luncheon 

 

 

A nursery is available in Building A  

during Sunday School & Worship for 

children ages 0 - 4. If you have any 

questions, please see an usher for help. 

    Music Notes: 
 

The choir's anthem is based on hymn 
#242 in our hymnal. While the lyrics 
are fairly recent, the music comes 
from the 16th century. Together they 
provide a wonderful celebration of   
Jesus' resurrection. 


