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SOPC Ledflet, Wednesday, January 7, 2026

From Pastor Jim:

As Your Days...
As your days, so shall your strength be. Deuteronomy 33:25

I want to thank all of you at Seven Oaks for your wonderful expressions of appreciation to me for the
time we had together. You all have been so wonderful to me. It has been my honor to serve you and
serve with you the past two years. The time flew! I believe Seven Oaks PC is in a stable place now
with great leadership and a very strong PNC. Please pray for them each day as they continue their
work.

President Grover Cleveland used the verse shown above as his motto that he lived by, and he had it
hanging over the head of his bed as a reminder to him each day. That’s a verse for you too. As we face
a new year, none of us knows the challenges ahead. But as a believer, you have the strength of God
inside you, just waiting to be made manifest in your life. He gives strength each new day. “The God of
Israel is He who gives you strength and power to his people. Blessed be God!”” In Him, you will find
strength for today and hope for tomorrow.

As parting to words to you as well as to myself, I leave you with a quote from Helen Keller.

“When one door of happiness closes, another opens, but often we look so long at the closed door that
we do not see the one that has been opened for us...”

Peace and Blessings to all you of you! - Pastor Jim
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Our sister in Christ and cherished member of SOPC since 2007, Patricia
Williams, joined the Church Triumphant the morning of January 1, 2026. She
was 93. Her obituary is attached to this email. Please join us in lifting her

surviving sister, nieces, and nephews in prayers for God’s comfort and peace as
the grieve.

e The church office will be closed on Thursday, January 15", for a scheduled,
minor, outpatient, medical procedure Annah is having done. Please get any

information that you need to go out to the church to Annah early (by Tuesday
morning) that week! Thanks!
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e Yesterday, 1-6-26, was Epiphany of the Lord. What star will you follow to guide you in
Christ-like paths this year? Are you on the lookout for new ways that God may be
making himself manifest to you?!




Family
Promise

ofthe Midlands  JANUARY IS OUR SOPC FAMILY PROMISE HOST MONTH. We
welcome donations to help families experiencing homelessness with groceries, gas,
rent, and other monthly necessities. Please mark funds for “Family Promise.” Contact
Tish Lowe for more info.

Ministry Chairs: = This is a friendly reminder that Annah needs your
2025 ministry reports by TOMORROW so that she will have time to compile them
into the SOPC Annual Report that will be presented at our next Congregational
Meeting. Thanks!

The next Ladies’ Luncheon will be Monday, January 19" at noon at the Root
Cellar, 420 Columbia Ave., Lexington. Please let Margaret Royals know if you
plan to attend. mroyals052@gmail.com or 803-608-1434.

The picture below is of Pastor Jim, Jerry Hilbish, and our Troop 91 Scouts on
Christmas Eve. We are always so blessed by their Peace Light ceremony and by
their presence with us.

Thanks to everyone who came by the church today to help take down our
Christmas decorations. Many hands made light work!

If you would like to volunteer in the sanctuary’s sound booth occasionally, please
contact the church office. Training provided!
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Ladies, Join Us for a
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..Christian singer, songwriter, author, and speaker!
There will be a Love Offering for Jordan Ministries.
https: www.dawnsmithjordan.com about

Saturday, Feb. 14,2026 5 'I'
alt Noon at
Seven Oaks
Preshyterian Church,

530 St. Andrews Rd.. Columbia, SC 29210

Checks payable to SOPW, with Hearts
of Love in Memo line, may be mailed to
the church. To pay online, visit
https://onrealm.org/SevenOaksPresby/-/
form/give/now; select Hearts of Love
from the Fund drop-down menu; and
please opt to cover the credit card
processing fees when prompted. Cash
may be brought to the church office
M-Th from 10 am - 2 pm.



e We can train folks so that we can show videos with our Minutes for Missions
before worship. This training with Karl will take several weeks before the desired
event, and needs to be scheduled well in advance. Thanks!

e We’re Collecting: These items may be placed in the large baskets in the narthex
or brought to the church office.

> Packs of crackers for our Blessing Box food pantry. These are favorites of our
neighbors in need, and we are completely out.

> Please save your cans’ pop tops and bring them to the church office. So far, we
have donated 5 gallon-sized Ziploc bags FULL of pop tops to the Ronald
McDonald House in Columbia.

e Save the Date:
e January 8: Ministry Chairs 2025 Summary Reports due to Annah for compilation into
the church’s 2025 Annual Report.

e January 10: Family Promise Basketball Clinic

e February 1: Congregational Meeting for the purpose of electing an Officer Nominating

Committee for the new year, presenting the 2025 annual report, and presenting the
2026 budget.

e If you have information to go out to our church family in the Leaflet and/or

bulletin, please get it to Annah by the Tuesday before you would like it to go
out. Thanks!




