SOPC Ledflet, Wednesday, December 3, 2025

From Pastor Jim

Second Week of Advent: Patience and Kindness

All is not calm. There is more impatience than patience in us and in the world; more meanness than kindness.

So, we light candles for joy, peace, patience, and kindness. Be born anew in our hearts, Lord Jesus!

Light the first and second purple candles.

Read: Ruth 1

Reflect by answering the following questions:

Has there ever been a time when you thought life had “brought you back empty,” or, “dealt bitterly with
you?” Can we learn anything from this chapter in Ruth?

How does Ruth exude patience and kindness in the midst of her own grief?

In Growing in God’s Love: A Story Bible, which is a children’s Bible, it asks the following question:
“What did Naomi hear in Ruth’s words that made her sure that Ruth wouldn’t change her mind?” (61)
Read Isaiah 43:1-2: “But now says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O
Israel: ‘Fear not, for I have redeemed you, I have called you by name, you are mine. When you pass
through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you
walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you.” Do Ruth’s words
sound familiar?

What is the one thing that you would be willing to do, write, give, or say that is intended to bring
patience or kindness to the world this week? Write down what you intend to do and ask God for the
courage and strength to do so.

In closing; “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness,

self-control; against such things there is no law.” (Galatians 5:22-23).

Prayer: Holy God, be born anew in our hearts. By your Spirit, empower us to bring patience and kindness

into this hurting world. In Jesus Name we pray. Amen.
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‘Worship With Us

'l‘hr()ugh Christmas Music.

Scripture Readings, &
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the*Wondrous Sounds of the Season!

Sunday, December 7, 2025
11 am
Seven Oaks Presbyterian Church
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530 St. Andrews Rd., Columbia, SC 29210

From Dr. Lloyd Pilkington, SOPC Director of Music Ministries: Be sure to join us this Sunday,
Dec. 7, at 11am for worship filled with this music of Christmas! There will be carol singing,
beautiful anthems, along with instrumental and keyboard music, all filling our sanctuary with
the sounds of this wondrous season. Along with the anthems and carols, scripture readings
will focus our hearts on God's promise to send a Messiah, while celebrating the birth of our
Lord and Savior, and bringing hope as we anticipate Jesus' glorious return. Be sure to invite
your friends to join you for this very special service, so we can all raise our voices and hearts
in praise to God for the great gift of His only begotten Son. We look forward to worshipping
with you through music and song!



++» The Church History Bible Study resumes today, December 3rd, at
1:30 pm in the Fellowship Classroom.

+ Youth Group will meet this Sunday at 5:30 pm here at SOPC.

% Our annual Prime Rib Fellowship Supper will be Sunday, 12/14.
Cost for adults will be $15. Cost for children will be $10. RSVP to
the church office by Thursday, 12/11th if you plan to attend. You can
also sign up and pay in the narthex this Sunday!

% Our Christmas Eve worship service will begin with music at 5:00 pm.

The rest of the service will begin at 5:30 pm.

+* Providence Home Christmas Giving: SOPC will provide Christmas gifts for the men of
Providence Home again this holiday season. A table will be set up in the narthex
beginning THIS Sunday, December 7th, and on the 14th to receive donations for these
gifts.

+* Do you like to send Christmas cards to friends and family? We have a large
assortment of free, donated, Christmas cards in the church office for anyone in the
church family to use! Don’t spend $ buying the cards; the postage already costs

enough! Feel free to come by the office and browse through them. They areina
candy-cane patterned basket on the credenza by Annah’s desk.
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+» Members of the Rachel Circle are pictured above, decorating one of the Christmas
trees at the Presbyterian Communities in West Columbia. Groups from several
Presbyterian churches help make the season bright for PCSC’s residents each year. It
is a tradition of the Rachel Circle to help out. The circle will have their annual
Christmas Gathering & Luncheon on December 9" at 12:30 pm at Miyos on
Columbiana Dr.
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The Adult Sunday School Christmas party will be On December 12" at 12:30 pm (a
luncheon this year,) at the home of Carol Griffith.

If your group is planning a Holiday party or project, please get the
dates/times/locations to Annah in the church office so that she can 1. Help you get
the word out, and 2. Make sure that none of our church resources/facilities are
double-booked. Thanks!

The Hannah Circle will host their annual Christmas Cookie party for our members at
the Presbyterian Communities on December 11", Afterwards, they will have dinner at

Miyos. Contact Sharon Staton for details.

Chancel Choir Upcoming Schedule:
Saturday, Dec. 6: 10-11am

Sunday, Dec.7:10 am

Sunday, Dec. 14: 9:45 am

Sunday, Dec. 21: 10:30 am

Sunday, Dec. 28: No Choir

Sunday, Jan. 4: 9:45 am

» From SOPC’s Christian Education Ministry -- Advent Devotions:

1. Pastor Jim will offer a weekly Advent devotion in the Leaflet newsletter. These are
intended to be used with the handmade, wooden, Advent wreath candle holders
we purchased for use in our homes last year. We have 1 extra candle holder and set
of candles in the church office if anyone missed the sale last year. You can also
use the Advent wreath coloring sheet that was in last week’s bulletin and is now
available from the narthex or church ofice.

2. There are multiple free daily devotions online available to download. For example,
https://ukirk.org/news/2025-ukirk-advent-devotional-has-arrived/ and
https://wakelet.com/wake/CE3rp5qJDbdXVi58tauCb are endorsed by the PCUSA.

3. If you would like a copy of an SOPC daily Advent devotional booklet from a past
year, let Annah know in the church office.




+* New Address: Our dear Kathie Cashion has moved! Her new address is:
Kathie C. Cashion

c/o The Heritage at Lowman
Room 202-A, Bethel

2101 Dutch Fork Rd.
Chapin, SC 29036

PREPARE
 THEWAY

ISAIAH 40

CHRISTMAS JOY

THE PERFECT GIFT. SPECIAL OFFERINGS

s We will collect our annual Christmas Joy offerinqg on Sunday, December
21st. From www.pcusa.org: “Each year during the Advent and Christmas
season, we lift up past, present, and future leaders of the church. God has
blessed the church with incredible leadership...but those leaders often
need to be supported by their communities as well. This Offering provides
support for Presbyterian church workers and their families in their time of
need and leadership development and education for communities of color
at Presbyterian-related schools...” Jim Taylor will tell us more in a Minute
for Mission next Sunday, 12/14/25.
s If you would like to volunteer in the sanctuary’s sound booth occasionally,
please contact the church office. Training provided!
+ We can train folks so that we can show videos with our Minutes for
Missions before worship. This training with Karl will take several weeks
before the desired event, and needs to be scheduled well in advance.
Thanks!
 We’re Collecting: These items may be placed in the large baskets in the narthex or
brought to the church office.
> Travel-size toiletries to hand out from our Clothing Closet weekly. Travel size are
best for those experiencing homelessness or housing instability. We can always
use small soaps, shampoos, lotions, conditioners, deodorants, toothpastes, and
pocket packs of Kleenex. We have plenty of toothbrushes, disposable razors,
combs, feminine hygiene products, and incontinence products for now. If you
travel, please save the hotels’ provided individual toiletries for us! Thanks!!

> Individual serving size cups of cold breakfast cereal for our Blessing Box food
pantry. These are favorites of our neighbors in need, and we are completely out.




> Please save your cans’ pop tops and bring them to the church office. So far, we
have donated 5 gallon-sized Ziploc bags FULL of pop tops to the Ronald
McDonald House in Columbia.
+ Save the Date:

e December 7: 2nd Sunday of Advent; Christmas Music in Worship

e December 9: Rachel Circle Christmas Lunch at Miyos

e December 11: Hannah Circle’s Christmas Cookie Party at PCSC

e December 12: Adult Sunday School Christmas Party at Carol Griffith’s Home

e December 14: 3rd Sunday of Advent; Communion; Prime Rib Fellowship Supper

e December 21: 4th Sunday of Advent; Christmas Joy Offering

e December 24: Christmas Eve Service: Music Begins at 5 pm & The Rest of the Service

Begins at 5:30 pm.
e December 25: Christmas Day
 If you have information to go out to our church family in the Leaflet

and/or bulletin please get it to Annah by the Tuesday before.
Thanks!




