SEVEN OAKS

SOPC Leaflet, Tuesday, December 23, 2025

From Pastor Jim:
Please check your email Christmas Eve and
Christmas day for devotional messages.

At our Prime Rib Christmas Fellowship Dinner on 12/14/25, the Administration Ministry presented Pastor Jim a
beautiful piece of art, created by our very own Kathy Morganelli, in appreciation for all he has done for us as
Interim Pastor. Thank you, Pastor Jim! Your service, leadership, and example have blessed SOPC, and we feel
well-prepared, with God’s guidance, to search for and call our new pastor. May God bless you and keep
you...always!
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There will be a basket in the narthex on Christmas Eve
(Pastor Jim’s last service as our Interim Pastor,) for SOPC family to place
cards/notes of appreciation, well-wishes, and prayers for him. If you do not get a
chance to attend in person, please feel free to email your sentiments to
sopc@sopc.net, and Annah will make sure that he gets them.

® From the Synod of South Atlantic Newsletter:

%{‘fﬂf/{{f/ﬂ r// 4/7/( and c(&/frfnﬂ'///‘

7

j,_:‘ F /L‘.A\‘ F E

Lord of Light,

As we await the coming of Christ, we open our hearts to the gifts of this holy season. Fill us with hope,
that we may trust in Your promises and eagerly anticjpate the joy of Your arrival. Grant us peace, that we
might live in harmony with one another and reflect Your calming presence in the world, Instill in us joy,
that our hearts may rejoice in Your love and in the blessings of this season. And pour out Your love upon
us, that we may share it freely with all people, bringing light to the darkest corners of our world.

In Jesus' name,

Amen.

e The church office will be closed Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, New Year’s Eve,
and New Year’s Day. Please get any information that you need to go out to the
church to Annah early!
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e The Fellowship & Roads to Faith adult Sunday School classes, who are currently
meeting together, will begin a new series starting December 28'". The study is by
Max Lucado and is titled They Walked With God: 40 Bible Characters Who Inspire
Us. The class would like to invite all adults in the church to join them at 9:45 am
on Sundays in the Fellowship Classroom for great fellowship, discussion, and
learning.

Join Us For A
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WORSHIP ,
EXPERIENCE. =

MUSIC BEGINS AT 5:00 PM.
THE WORSHIP SERVICE
BEGINS AT 5:30 PM.

‘GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN, OVER THE HILLS
AND EVERYWHERLE.,

JESUS CHRIST IS BORN!"




This flyer for Christmas Eve is also attached to the email that this Leaflet was
attached to. Please share it in the community, on social media, and with loved ones.
There will be paper copies in the bulletins this Sunday. Let’s share Christ’s light, love,
joy, hope, and peace this Christmas!

From Our Music Ministry: To help you keep Christ at the center of your Christmas
celebration, we encourage you to view three Christmas carol videos: "O Come All Ye
Faithful", "What Child Is This", and "Away In a Manger" which bring together Lloyd's
music using organ, choir and a variety of instruments. Each carol is paired with
beautiful images of the nativity, done by artists from across the centuries. Links are in
the email to which this Leaflet was attached.

Remember that our Christmas Eve worship begins with wonderful music of the
season starting at 5:00pm, with the service at 5:30pm. The music and service will both
be streamed on Zoom and YouTube. Be sure to join us in-person or online!

Our very own Rollin Cartee, recipient of the Tracy Rogers Memorial Scholarship at
Presbyterian College, was featured in a student spotlight in a recent publication of the

school:
Thank you!

Tracy Rogers Memorial/Seven
Oaks Presbyterian Church

Shars your involvement on and oM campus! What clube, organizations, sctivities, or
leadership roles sre you part of?

On campus, | am involved in the Student Governmont Assaciation. | 8lso have an on-campus
b with the marketing departmaent

o your personal experience, how has this scholarshipn impacted your time at Prasbyterian
College?

It has glven mae scoess 10 & grest aducation snd many apportunities on campus. | love
Prestyterian Colleps, and | am sa grateful to be & part of this commaunity.

Share your favorite elass or professor during your time st Presbiytorian Collage and wivy it is
mesningful to you

My favorite professor (s Or. Simpson in the Engfish depsntment. From the moment | met her,
she was 30 welcoming and made me feal seen. She s 440 50 sasy to talk 10, which is 8 guality
of many professors hare at PC

As you look ahasd, what goals do you hope 1o accompish at Presbytarian Collego and what
plans do you have for after graduation?
As a lrushnan, | aen really looking forwerd to the naxt 4 yesrs st PC, and I'm excited 10 see

how | can make my mark here

Thank you!
Thank you sa much for this scholarship! it truly means so much to me and will help me chase
my goals while | am st Prestytacian College

Y 3 = PRESBYTERIAN
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Providence Home Christmas Giving: Thanks to everyone who contributed to the
Providence Home gift giving this holiday season. Our church family continues to bring
joy and support to the men of Providence Home through their generosity. Merry
Christmas!

A Handmade Christmas Card from the Nature School Children:
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Chancel Choir Upcoming Schedule:
Sunday, Dec. 28: No Choir
Sunday, Jan. 4:9:45 am
The next Ladies’ Luncheon will be Monday, January 19" at noon at the Root
Cellar, 420 Columbia Ave., Lexington. Please let Margaret Royals know if you
plan to attend. mroyals052@gmail.com or 803-608-1434.
From The Rev. Dr. Danny Murphy of Trinity Presbytery:
Love Beyond Measure: God’s Heart for the Whole World

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” - John 3:16, NIV.

Dear Seven Oaks Presbyterian Church,

Have you ever questioned whether the world is worth loving? With all the
brokenness, the violence, the injustice, the betrayal—is love still the answer?
And more importantly, can love still be found?

In a time when race, class, politics, and pain divide people, we need a fresh
reminder: God loves this world—yes, this world, our world, the one filled with
mess, stress, and struggle.

And here’s the beautiful truth: God’s love is not cautious, it’s not stingy, and it’s
not selective. God’s love is bold, sacrificial, and freely given to everyone.
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John 3:16 is not just a memory verse—it’s a manifesto of God’s mission. This
verse encapsulates the gospel in a single sentence. Let’s take a slow walk
through this verse and see the layers of love folded into it.

1. “For God so loved the world...”

Notice it doesn’t say “God loved the perfect,” or “God loved the religious,” or
“God loved the people who had it all together.” No, it says the world—every
culture, every tribe, every nation, every neighborhood, every person.

Let’s be honest—we sometimes struggle to love the world. We look at the news
and see hatred and injustice, and we feel tempted to shut down, turn inward, and
give up. But God? God leaned in. God loved in. God moved toward the mess.

The Greek word for “world” here is kosmos, meaning the whole of humanity. Not
just Israel. Not just the church. Not just the ones who “look like us,” or “vote like
us,” or “live like us.” But the world in its totality—broken, bruised, and battered—
and yet still beloved.

2. “That He gave His only begotten Son...”

God’s love isn’t just a feeling—it’s an action. God gave. Love that gives is love
that transforms. When God gave Jesus, God gave everything. God didn’t send an
angel, a prophet, or a system of rules. God sent God’s only begotten Son—God’s
unique, irreplaceable, and divine Son.

Think about that. Would you give up your child for a world that might not even
love you back? God did. And that shows us that real love involves sacrifice.

Jesus didn’t come to condemn the world—verse 17 explicitly states that truth.
Jesus came to redeem, rescue, and restore it. This love doesn’t come from a
distant deity but from a present Savior.

3. “That whosoever believeth in Him...”

Now here’s the open invitation: whosoever. That means everybody is welcome.
The young and the old. The rich and the poor. The incarcerated and the free. The
educated and the unlearned. The hurting, the hopeless, the hardened—all of
them.

In the human experience, many of us know what it feels like when others leave us
out, overlook us, or make us feel like we don’t belong. People have told us we’re
not enough, questioned our worth, or claimed we somehow don’t measure up.



But God shatters all those barriers with one powerful word: whosoever. God
excludes no one. God disqualifies no one. God makes room for you.

4. “Should not perish, but have everlasting life.”

This love is not temporary. It doesn’t expire. It doesn’t fade. It’s not a seasonal
sale—it’s an eternal promise. In a world where death is all around us—from
senseless shootings to systems of oppression—God promises life. Real life.
Everlasting life.

That’s the hope we carry, beloved. That’s the message we proclaim. That’s the
heartbeat of our faith.

So what do we do with this great love?

. Receive it — Don’t resist God’s love because you think you’re unworthy.
None of us is worthy, but God’s love makes us new.

. Reflect it — Love your neighbor, your enemy, and the stranger. Show the
kind of love that requires a sacrifice.

. Rejoice in it — Let the joy of being loved by God overflow in your soul today.
Smile, sing, serve—because you are loved.

As we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus, God’s only begotten Son,
remember that God’s love for the world isn’t an abstract idea. It’s a real, active,
healing force. It’s a love that went to the cross. A love that rose from the grave. A
love that still walks with us through the valleys and lifts us to the mountaintops.

No matter what your past looks like, no matter how heavy your heart is today,
know this: You are deeply, radically, and eternally loved by God.

And if God loves the world, so must we.

Let’s Pray: Dear God, thank You for loving us with a love that never ends and
never depends on conditions. Thank You for sending Your Son, Jesus, to bring
us back to You. Help me receive Your love fully today and share that same love
with others, especially with those who are the most difficult to love. Fill me with
compassion, courage, and clarity so | can serve as an ambassador of Your heart
in a hurting world. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Faithfully yours, Danny C. Murphy, General Presbyter and Stated Clerk of Trinity
Presbytery



If you would like to volunteer in the sanctuary’s sound booth occasionally, please
contact the church office. Training provided!

We can train folks so that we can show videos with our Minutes for Missions
before worship. This training with Karl will take several weeks before the desired
event, and needs to be scheduled well in advance. Thanks!

We’re Collecting: These items may be placed in the large baskets in the narthex
or brought to the church office.

Travel-size toiletries to hand out from our Clothing Closet weekly. Travel size are
best for those experiencing homelessness or housing instability. We can always
use small soaps, shampoos, lotions, conditioners, deodorants, toothpastes, and
pocket packs of Kleenex. We have plenty of toothbrushes, disposable razors,
combs, feminine hygiene products, and incontinence products for now. If you
travel, please save the hotels’ provided individual toiletries for us! Thanks!!
Individual serving cups of cold breakfast cereal for our Blessing Box food pantry.
These are favorites of our neighbors in need, and we are completely out.

Please save your cans’ pop tops and bring them to the church office. So far, we
have donated 5 gallon-sized Ziploc bags FULL of pop tops to the Ronald
McDonald House in Columbia.

e Save the Date:

e January 8: Ministry Chairs 2025 Summary Reports due to Annah for compilation into
the church’s 2025 Annual Report.

e January 10: Family Promise Basketball Clinic

e February 1: Congregational Meeting for the purpose of electing an Officer Nominating
Committee for the new year, presenting the 2025 annual report, and presenting the
2026 budget.

¢ [f you have information to go out to our church family in the Leaflet and/or
bulletin, please get it to Annah by the Tuesday before you would like it to go
out. Thanks!




