
 

SOPC Leaflet, Wednesday, December 18, 2025 

From Pastor Jim 

Fourth Week of Advent: Gentleness and Self-Control  
  

All is not calm. There is more hardness of heart than gentleness in us and in the world; more self-indulgence than self-

control. So, we light candles for joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.  

 

Light the four candles.  

 

Read James 1 and Luke 1:5-25  

 

Reflect on the following: 

• Read Romans 5:3-5. Does it reinforce what you read in James1:2? When has your faith been tested? How did you 

maintain endurance? 

 

• How does James 1:5 resonate with you? Do doubts ever creep in during your prayers? 

 

• What are some things we can do to keep ourselves “unstained by the world?” 

 

• Elizabeth and Zechariah are surprised by God after years of being barren. When has God surprised you during 

times in your life that have been barren? 

 

• What is one thing that you would be willing to do, write, give, or say that is intended to bring gentleness or self-

control to the world this week? Write down what you intend to do and ask God for the courage and strength to do 

so. 

 

In closing, “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-

control; against such things there is no law.” (Galatians 5:22-23).  

 

Prayer: Holy God, be born anew in our hearts. By your Spirit, empower us to bring gentleness and self-control into this 

hurting world. In Jesus name we pray. Amen. 
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• There will be a basket in the narthex this Sunday and on 

Christmas Eve for SOPC family to place cards/notes of appreciation, well-wishes, 

and prayers for Pastor Jim.  The 21st is his last Sunday in the pulpit as our 

Interim Pastor, and Christmas Eve will be his last worship service with us as 

Interim.  If you do not get a chance to attend in person, please feel free to email 

your sentiments to sopc@sopc.net, and Annah will make sure that he gets them. 

• Our Youth Group’s Christmas Party was tons of fun! Corny jokes were told, gifts 

were swapped, laughter was shared, and Christ’s birth was celebrated!  Our 

youth group will resume meeting on Sunday, January 11th.  Have a wonderful 

Christmas and New Year’s Eve/Day with your families! 

 
• The Fellowship & Roads to Faith adult Sunday School classes, who are currently 

meeting together, will begin a new series starting December 28th. The study is by 

Max Lucado and is titled They Walked With God: 40 Bible Characters Who Inspire 

Us. The class would like to invite all adult sin the church to join them at 9:45 am 

on Sundays for great fellowship, discussion, and learning. 
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This flyer for Christmas Eve is also attached to the email that this Leaflet was 

attached to.  Please share it in the community, on social media, and with loved ones.  
There will be paper copies in the bulletins this Sunday.  If you would like several paper 

copies to put up in town, Annah will be happy to print them for you in the church 
office.  Let’s share Christ’s light, love, joy, hope, and peace this Christmas! 

• Providence Home Christmas Giving: Thanks to everyone who contributed to the 
Providence Home gift giving this holiday season. Our church family continues to bring 
joy and support to the men of Providence Home through their generosity. Merry 
Christmas! 

• A Note of Thanks: “I wanted to thank all the wonderful people at Seven Oaks 
Presbyterian Church for the Christmas card I received. I am a resident at Providence 
Home in Columbia and truly appreciate the card. Happy holidays to all of you. 🙏😊   

– Scott” 
• From The Rev. Dr. Danny Murphy of Trinity Presbytery:  



“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the 

child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit... Look, the virgin shall 

conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which 

means, “God is with us.” - Matthew 1:20,23 (NIV) 

 

On this Third Sunday of Advent, we light the candle of joy, not because 

everything in our lives feels joyful, not because all our questions are 

answered, but because Emmanuel, God with us, has stepped into the 

middle of our confusion. 

Joseph knows something about that.  

His whole world has just been turned upside down. The engagement is 

set, the plans are made, the future looks clear, and then he learns that 

Mary is pregnant—and he knows he’s not the father. Can you feel the 

tension in that moment? The hurt, the disappointment, the confusion? 

Joseph decides to do the “kind” thing and walk away quietly. In his mind, 

the story is over. 

But then, right when Joseph resolved to walk away, God interrupts. In a 

dream, the angel of the Lord says,  

“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the 

child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you 

are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”  

Joy doesn’t enter Joseph’s story when everything gets fixed; joy enters 

when Joseph realizes God is already at work in what feels like a disaster. 

That’s Advent joy.  

Advent joy is not loud, fake happiness. It is the quiet, steady assurance 

that God is with us—right in the place that scares us, right in the situation 

we don’t understand, right in the decision that keeps us up at night.  

Joseph still has to walk through whispers in the community.  

He still has to protect Mary.  

He still has to raise a child in a world that can be harsh and unjust.  

 



But now he’s not walking alone. 

This week, as the candle of joy burns, you may find yourself in your own kind 

of tension: 

      Waiting for test results. 

Carrying the weight of family responsibilities. 

Holding grief and hope at the same time. 

Wondering how God could possibly be in the middle of this.  

Hear the Advent word that came to Joseph:  

“Do not be afraid… God is with you." 

Joy is born the moment you dare to believe that God is not just above 

your situation, not just beyond your situation, but present in your 

situation.  

So here is a simple Advent practice of joy for this week:  

When anxiety rises, whisper a breath prayer:  

Inhale, “God is…,”  

Exhale, “…with me.”  

When you feel torn between options, pray:  

“Lord, help me obey You, even when I don’t see the whole picture.”  

When you feel alone, remember Joseph -  

and choose to believe that the same God who met him in a confusing, 

painful moment is meeting you right now. 

In this Third Week of Advent, we don’t deny the tension or pretend the 

questions aren’t real. We light the candle of joy in spite of the tension, 

because in Jesus, God has drawn near.  

May you know this week—not just in your mind, but deep in your spirit—

that Emmanuel is with you, and that even in the middle of your mess, 

God is quietly, faithfully, joyfully working all things together for good. 

 



Prayer: Emmanuel, God with us, thank You for being present in the 

middle of my uncertainty. On this Third Sunday of Advent, fill my heart 

with a deep, quiet joy that comes from trusting You, even when life 

doesn’t make sense. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Faithfully yours, 

 

Danny C. Murphy 

General Presbyter and Stated Clerk 
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• Chancel Choir Upcoming Schedule:  
o Sunday, Dec. 14: 9:45 am  
o Sunday, Dec. 21: 10:30 am  
o Sunday, Dec. 28: No Choir 
o Sunday, Jan. 4: 9:45 am 

 
• We will collect our annual Christmas Joy offering THIS Sunday, December 21st. 

From www.pcusa.org: “Each year during the Advent and Christmas season, we 

lift up past, present, and future leaders of the church. God has blessed the 

church with incredible leadership...but those leaders often need to be supported 

by their communities as well. This Offering provides support for Presbyterian 

church workers and their families in their time of need and leadership 

development and education for communities of color at Presbyterian-related 



schools...” There will be an insert in the bulletins this week, and more 

information can be found at: https://pcusa.org/special-offerings/christmas-joy-

offering . 

• There will not be a Ladies’ Luncheon this month. The next one will be Monday, 

January 19th at noon at the Root Cellar, 420 Columbia Ave., Lexington.  Please let 

Margaret Royals know if you plan to attend. mroyals052@gmail.com or 803-608-

1434. 

• From the Administration Ministry:  Thank you for keeping your pledge up to date, as 
this helps us plan and fulfill the programs of the church!  Last month’s offering and the 
year-to-date information are shown below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
Total revenue for the first 11 
months of 2025 (including other income such as rent) and total expenses are shown 
below.  
 
Total Revenue through November $255,069 
Total Expenses through November $246,057  
Revenues in excess of Expenses        $    9,012 

 

 

 
        Giving   Budgeted Difference 

 
   

 
November         $  18,702     $  18,250      $   452  

YTD 2025       $205,558      $200,750     $4,808  
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• Peaceful Gatherings Nature School, who rents space on campus with us during 

the week, is having a Winter Market fundraiser NEXT FRIDAY, 12/19th, from 8:30 

am until 3:30 pm. They will be selling decorations and crafts made by the 

children and by their parents to fund their educational programs. 

• If you would like to volunteer in the sanctuary’s sound booth occasionally, please 

contact the church office. Training provided!  

• We can train folks so that we can show videos with our Minutes for Missions 

before worship. This training with Karl will take several weeks before the desired 

event, and needs to be scheduled well in advance.  Thanks!  

• We’re Collecting: These items may be placed in the large baskets in the narthex 

or brought to the church office. 

➢ Travel-size toiletries to hand out from our Clothing Closet weekly.  Travel size are 

best for those experiencing homelessness or housing instability.  We can always 

use small soaps, shampoos, lotions, conditioners, deodorants, toothpastes, and 

pocket packs of Kleenex.  We have plenty of toothbrushes, disposable razors, 

combs, feminine hygiene products, and incontinence products for now.  If you 

travel, please save the hotels’ provided individual toiletries for us!  Thanks!! 

➢ Individual serving cups of cold breakfast cereal for our Blessing Box food pantry.  

These are favorites of our neighbors in need, and we are completely out. 

➢ Please save your cans’ pop tops and bring them to the church office.  So far, we 

have donated 5 gallon-sized Ziploc bags FULL of pop tops to the Ronald 

McDonald House in Columbia. 

• Save the Date: 
• December 21: 4th Sunday of Advent; Christmas Joy Offering 

• December 24: Christmas Eve Service: Music Begins at 5 pm & the Service Begins at 

5:30 pm. 

• December 25: Christmas Day 

• January 8: Ministry Chairs 2025 Summary Reports due to Annah for compilation into 

the church’s 2025 Annual Report. 

• January 10: Family Promise Basketball Clinic 

• February 1: Congregational Meeting for the purpose of electing an Officer Nominating 

Committee for the new year, presenting the 2025 annual report, and presenting the 

2026 budget. 

• If you have information to go out to our church family in the Leaflet and/or 

bulletin please get it to Annah by the Tuesday before. Thanks! 

 

 


