An Invitation for Advent
Chancel Choir & Hadessah Wright - Shaker

MUSICAL SELECTION Schram / arr. Douglas Nolan

CAROL #121 O Little Town of Bethlehem (verses 1, 4)

READING Matthew 1:18-23 Pastor Jim Rowell

arr. Alan Smith
Joe Mattingly

MUSICAL SELECTIONS The Virgin Mary Had a Baby Boy
Christmas Lullaby
Chancel Choir & Hadessah Wright—Euphonium

READING Luke 2:1-18 Pastor Jim Rowell

CAROL #118 While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks By Night (verses 1, 3, 6)

MUSICAL SELECTIONS We Have Seen the God of Glory
Chancel Choir
A Joyous Christmas Medley Lani Smith
Piano & Organ Duet
OFFERING Pastor Jim Rowell
Tithes & offerings may be placed in the boxes with crosses at the main exit of the narthex or given via www.sopc.net.
One: May these gifts, given in gratitude and love...
All: Change us and the world to serve your purpose.

arr. Jim Vyhanek

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER Pastor Jim Rowell

...0ur Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

READING John 1:1-5, 10-18
MUSICAL SELECTIONS

Pastor Jim Rowell

arr. Lloyd Larson
arr. Trevor Manor

Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning
Good Christian Friends, Rejoice
Chancel Choir

*CAROL #113
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

Angels We Have Heard On High (verses 1,3)

Pastor Jim Rowell

*POSTLUDE Angels From the Realms of Glory John Innes
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Welcome!

SEVEN OAKS
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

530 St. Andrews Road, Columbia, SC 29210;
803-772-1761; www.sopc.net;
email: sopc@sopc.net

Sunday, December 7, 2025
2nd Sunday of Advent; Music of the Season

STRIKING OF THE HOUR
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming

Elder Banks Robinson

Lloyd Larson

GATHERING OF OUR HEARTS

One: You know what time it is! It is already the moment to expect God'’s justice.

All: Today we bless the root that is already blooming for the harvest. We welcome the child that is
already prophesying to the nations.

One: The hour is already here, even as we are waiting.

All: Soon—yes, very soon—peace will not be a process painted with bloodshed. The poor will be fed,
the persecuted will be relieved, the vulnerable will be sheltered, and all people will flourish together.

One: God'’s peace outshines every fear.

The Dillard / Freeman Family

LIGHTING OF THE TWO ADVENT CANDLES: The Prophet Candle

HYMN #137 He Came Down
He came down that we may have peace; He came down that we may have peace;
He came down that we may have peace; Hallelujah forevermore.

*CAROL #88 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (verses 1, 6, 7)

*CALL TO CONFESSION Elder Banks Robinson
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Holy God, Most High, we confess that we live our lives without much sense of expecting you to come. We confess
that we have made our comfort more important than our preparedness, and our convenience more important than
our purity. We prepare our presents for others without preparing our hearts for Christ. Forgive our sin. Show us
your love. Reveal to us your purpose, so that we may be motivated to prepare our hearts and purify our lives so
that when you come, you will claim us as your children. Come, Lord Jesus, come!

*MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION & PERSONAL CONFESSION
...In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray. Amen.
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON Elder Banks Robinson

One: There is no darkness and no sin that is greater than your ability to redeem and forgive, O Lord!
All: Because of your love, and through Christ’s sacrifice, we are forgiven. Thank you, O Lord!

*GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Amen.

READING Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 Pastor Jim Rowell

*Please stand in body or in spirit. When items are in bold, you are invited to join aloud.



Wors 1.97 Assistants

Sunday, December 7th:

Liturgist: Banks Robinson

Advent Wreath: Mark & Emalee Dillard, Abby &
Mia Freeman

Counters: Tish Lowe, John Carter

Usher: Mary Johnson

Greeters: Jim & Elizabeth Taylor

Children’s Corner: Emalee Dillard

Announcement Slides: Mary Dempster

Sunday, December 14th:

Liturgist: Frank Sheppard

Minute for Mission: Jim Taylor

Advent Wreath: Betty & Ash Shuler

Counters: Ernie & Julie Bussells

Usher: Ron Kesterson

Greeters: Betty Shuler, Banks Robinson

Children’s Corner: Mary Dempster

Announcement Slides: Mary Dempster

Communion Preparation: Sue & Ron Kesterson

OFFICE HOURS: M-Th; 10 am - 2 pm

Sunday, December 7: 2nd Sunday of Advent; Music of the

Season
9:45 am - 10:45 am - Choir Rehearsal
9:45 am - 10:45 am - Sunday School
10:00 am - 2:00 pm - The Well Church
11:00 am - Worship
11:00 am - 4:00 pm - Mision Cristiana Elim Int’l.
3:00 pm - Clothing Closet Opens
3:30 pm - 5:00 pm - Love Revolution
5:30 pm - Youth Group

Monday, December 8:

8:00 am - 4:00 pm - Peaceful Gatherings Nature School
7:00 pm - Troop 91

7:30 pm - 8:30 pm - NANA

8:00 pm - 10:00 pm - Mision Cristiana Elim Int’l.

Tuesday, December 9:

8:00 am - 4:00 pm - DHEC

8:00 am - 4:00 pm - Peaceful Gatherings Nature School
11:00 am - 12:00 pm - Staff Meeting

12:30 pm - Rachel Circle at Miyos

7:30 pm - 8:30 pm - NANA

8:00 pm - 10:00 pm - Mision Cristiana Elim Int’l.

Wednesday, December 10:

8:00 am - 4:00 pm - Peaceful Gatherings Nature School
1:30 pm - Church History Bible Study

4:00 pm - 11:00 pm - NANA Holiday Party

Thursday, December 11:
8:00 am - 4:00 pm - Peaceful Gatherings Nature School
2:30 pm - Hannah Circle at PCSC & Then Miyos

Friday, December 12:

6:45 am - 7:45 am - Men’s Lanterns Prayer Group

8:00 am - 4:00 pm - Peaceful Gatherings Nature School

12:30 pm - Adult Sunday School Christmas Party at Carol
Griffith’s

7:30 pm - 10:00 pm - Mision Cristiana Elim Int’l.

Saturday, December 13:

10:00 am - 2:00 pm - Mision Cristiana Elim Int’l.

2:00 pm - 4:00 pm - Musician Supply Recital

2:30 pm - 5:30 pm - Peaceful Gatherings Parents’ Book
Group

A nursery is available in Building A during Sunday
School & Worship for children ages O - 4. If you have
any questions, please see an usher for help.

Parents of Young Children: Please grab a “Wiggle Bag” from
the Narthex / lobby before worship starts and remember that the
little ones go to the Children’s Corner after the Musical Selection
during the service. Thanks!

Guests are invited to stop by the welcome table in the
narthex/lobby. Please take a goody bag with you as a
reminder of the gift of God’s love. Also, please leave
WELCOME your information for us on the yellow card and place it
in the offering baskets. Thank you for worshipping with
us today.

SESSION (*indicates chair)

Clerk of Session: Polly Robinson
Class of 2026:

Liz Harris - Fellowship*

Mary Johnson - Disciple Care*

Kathy Keane - Christian Education*

Banks Robinson - Buildings & Grounds*
Class of 2027:

Jeanne LeBoeuf - Missions

Kitsie Miller - Fellowship

Elizabeth Taylor - Administration*
Class of 2028:

Tish Lowe - Missions*

Sharon Watkins - Worship*

Trustees: Carol Griffith, Molly Jackson, Robert Miller
Treasurer: Kathy Locklair

Presbyterian Women Moderator (SOPW):
Julie Bussells*

L

Those in Retirement
Communities, Assisted
Living, & Nursing Facilities:
Dave, Rich & Sam Allen
Edith Blanchett

Kathie Cashion

In Our Prayers:
God’s Direction for SOPC

Those Less Fortunate
Bruce Hurley

Kirby Dempster

Vicki Delesandro
Tina Sheppard Barbara Fowler

Asher Mellitz Bobby Sellars
Jimmy Revell & Annie Moffatt  patricia Williams

Janet & Nealy Jordan Barry Shatzer
Aletha & Derek Robinson Charlaine Pilkington

Providence Home Christmas Giving: SOPC will provide Christmas
gifts for the men of Providence home this holiday season. Lets bring a

little joy to these men by letting them know we care. Please stop by
the table in the narthex today to see how you can help. Thank you.

Please join us for Love Revolution in the Pavilion today from 3:30 pm
to 5:00 pm and help serve food to our neighbors in need! Our
Clothing Closet will open 30 minutes prior.

The annual Prime Rib Fellowship Churchwide Supper will be
December 14th at 6 pm! The menu is: Prime Rib, Loaded Baked
Potatoes, Burgundy Mushrooms, Roasted Veggies, Salad, Dinner
Rolls, and Christmas Dessert. Yum! Don’t miss it! The cost for adults
is $15. Children are $10. Please sign up/pay in the narthex today
or in the church office by Thursday, 12/11th if you plan to attend.
Thank you!

Advent Devotions: Pastor Jim will offer a weekly Advent devotion in
the Leaflet newsletter. These are intended for use in your homes with
the wooden Advent wreath frames from last year . The church office
has 1 extra frame holder and candle set if you didn’t get one last year.
You can also use the devotions as you color in the Advent wreath
coloring sheet from last week'’s bulletin. If you did not get a coloring
sheet, there are some available in the narthex and in the church office.

Chancel Choir: Please see the upcoming rehearsal times in the
Calendar and Save the Date sections to the left. Thank you!

The youth will gather here today at 5:30 pm for dinner, games, and
discipleship.

The Church History Bible Study will continue meeting on
Wednesdays at 1:30 pm in the Fellowship Classroom.

The Rachel Circle annual Christmas Lunch at Miyos will be held
THIS Tuesday, December 9th, at 12:30 pm.

The Hannah Circle annual Christmas Cookie Party for our
members who are residents at the Presbyterian Community will
be THIS Thursday, December 11th. We will have dinner at Miyos
afterward.

The Adult Sunday School Christmas Party will be held THIS Friday,
December 12th at 12:30 pm at Carol Griffith’s home. It's a luncheon
this year!

If you plan to send Christmas cards this year, please feel free to
utilize our supply of free, donated, Christmas cards in the church
office. They are for the whole church to use and enjoy. Look for the
candy cane patterned basket on Annah’s bookshelf.

We will collect our annual Christmas Joy offering on Sunday,
December 21st. From www.pcusa.org: “Each year during the Advent
and Christmas season, we lift up past, present, and future leaders of
the church. God has blessed the church with incredible
leadership...but those leaders often need to be supported by their
communities as well. This Offering provides support for Presbyterian
church workers and their families in their time of need and leadership

Communion Servers: Mary Johnson, Kitsie Save the Date: John Carter ) Virginia Martinez development and education for communities of color at Presbyterian-
Miller, Kathy Keane, Mark Johnson December 14: 3rd Sunday of Advent; 9:45 am - Chancel Choir; Monroe Swearingen Jim Wilhide related schools...”
- inpe Dri ; ; Alene & Vern Rogers Ira Leon
Communion; Prime Rib Fellowship Supper Al & Margaret Charles VrViIIie Hale e |f you would like to learn how to help in the sound booth on Sundays,

December 21: 4th Sunday of Advent; 10:30 am - Chancel
Choir; Christmas Joy Offering

December 24: Christmas Eve; Music Begins at 5 pm;
Candlelight Service Begins at 5:30 pm

Fran & Jeffrey Brannon please contact the church office or Karl.

Kynslee Davis e |f you would like us to be able to play videos during worship on
The People of Ukraine Sundays, several people need to go through a series of several
from weeks’ worth of training, well in advance of the date that the videos
. . Alek§ey & L||(.:l|a .Bazan need to be played. The videos are not controlled from the sound booth
December 25: Christmas Day Iglesia Presbiteriana de but from a laptop on the pulpit or lectern. Karl cannot be in both places
Nueva Paz, Cuba

December 28: No Chancel Choir at once. Let's make it a team effort.
. Daniel and Elizabeth Turk L . )
January 4: 9:45 am - Chancel Choir (Missionaries) e  We’re collecting individual size breakfast cereal cups for our Blessing
January 10: Family Promise Basketball Clinic Box, cans’ pop tops for Ronald McDonald House and travel sized
January 10:

toiletries to distribute in our clothing closet to our neighbors in difficult
situations.

Interim Minister: Pastor Jim Rowell; im@sopc.net
Director of Music Ministry: Dr. Lloyd Pilkington
Office Manager: Annah G. Hiers; sopc@sopc.net
Accompanist: Elder Sharon Watkins
Building Superintendent: Mr. Karl Thomson
Volunteer Financial Administrator:

Elder Sharon Staton; sharon@sopc.net
Nursery Coordinator: Amy Schwartz




