
 

 

STRIKING OF THE HOUR 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                                                                  Elder Jeanne LeBoeuf 

WE GATHER TOGETHER TO PRAISE GOD 
 
PRELUDE                                                       O Come, O Come, Emmanuel                                                        John Turner                                                                                                                  
 
*GATHERING OF OUR HEARTS                                                                                                Elders Ernie & Julie Bussells  
              One:    You know what time it is! It is already the moment to wake from sleep.  
              All:      Today we throw off the bedcovers of despair. We rise from the nightmare of cynicism.  
              One:    The hour is already here, even as we are waiting.  
              All:      Soon—yes, very soon—our hope will shine as bright as the sun, and we will live in the light of God 

who is already with us.  
              One:    Our hope burns and cannot be extinguished.  
 
*LIGHTING OF THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE 
                                                                                                                                                                                                        
*HYMN #137                                                               He Came Down 
              He came down that we may have hope; He came down that we may have hope; 
              He came down that we may have hope; Hallelujah forevermore. 
 
*HYMN #82                                                   Come Thou Long Expected Jesus 
 
*CALL TO CONFESSION                                                                                                                       Elder Jeanne LeBoeuf                                                                                                  
 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
God of our salvation, our rescue, our health: all things are yours, and when we bring our hearts and hands and 
voices to worship, we bring you what is yours. Yet, we do not serve you as we should, and the world is racked by 
all the tensions and outright conflicts which come from the worship of that which is less than yourself. Our 
goodwill towards others has no firm foundation and crumbles at the first tremor of real testing. In our personal 
affairs and in our communal judgments, we try to heal deep wounds with superficial cures. Forgive us, O God. 
Confront us with your way of righting wrong, your strange work of redemption through the sacrificial love of 
Jesus. Help us to love one another as he has loved us. Amen. 
 
*MOMENT OF SILENT REFLECTION & PERSONAL CONFESSION 
 
...In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray.  Amen. 
 
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                                                                                                  Elder Jeanne LeBoeuf                             
 One:     We were called to this kind of endurance, because Christ suffered on our behalf. He left us an example so                                                                                   
  that we might follow in his footsteps. He committed no sin, nor did he ever speak in ways meant to  
  deceive. When he was insulted, he did not reply with insults. When he suffered, he did not threaten  
  revenge. Instead, he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. He carried in his own body on the  
  cross the sins we committed. He did this so that we might live in righteousness, having nothing to do with  
  sin. By his wounds we were healed. Though we were like straying sheep, we have now returned to the  
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*GLORIA PATRI 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen.  Amen.  
                            
MUSICAL SELECTION                                                    Prepare Ye                                                                     Karin Shovic                     
                                                                           Chancel Choir                                                                                                                                                       
CHILDREN’S CORNER                                                                                                                                                                                                         
We invite children ages 4k - 4th grade to go to the Children’s Corner at this time.  A designated adult will be sitting with the children, and 
age appropriate activities will be provided that go along with worship. Parents will pick up their children after the service. 

 
TO HEAR GOD’S WORD 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                                                                                      Pastor Jim Rowell              
 

SCRIPTURE                                                                Luke 2:1-4                       
 Leader:  The Word of the Lord! 
 People: Thanks be to God!         
                                   
MESSAGE                                               Looking for the Faith of Christmas                                                              
 

RESPONDING IN FAITH 

OFFERING                                                                                                                                                     Pastor Jim Rowell                                                                                                                                   

Tithes & offerings may be placed in the boxes with crosses at the main exit of the narthex or given via www.sopc.net.                                            

 One:  May these gifts, given in gratitude and love... 

 All:  Change us and the world to serve your purpose. 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                Pastor Jim Rowell  

...Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                         The Apostles’ Creed                                                   Pastor Jim Rowell      

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; 

who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

dead, and buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into 

heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the 

quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.                  

*HYMN #106                                                               Prepare the Way                                                                       

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION                                                                                                                     Pastor Jim Rowell                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

*POSTLUDE                                  Zion Hears the Watchmen’s Voices                                            David Cherwien 

*Please stand in body or in spirit.   When items are in bold, you are invited to join aloud. 

 

SEVEN OAKS  
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH   

530 St. Andrews Road, Columbia, SC 29210; 
803-772-1761; www.sopc.net;  

email: sopc@sopc.net 
 

Sunday, November 30, 2025 
1st Sunday of Advent 

Welcome!   

The season of Advent is the beginning of the Christian year, and the season when we begin again to          

anticipate God’s coming into the world through the birth of Jesus. Our task is to prepare our hearts and our 

lives to welcome this Messiah! This means we must evaluate our lives and hearts, admit that we often seek 

to worship other gods, and work to humble ourselves and worship God alone. Advent is the season that 

helps us prepare for a faithful celebration of God’s coming into the world and into our hearts. 



 

  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
 

 
Sunday, November 30th: 
Liturgist: Jeanne LeBoeuf 
Advent Wreath: Ernie & Julie Bussells 
Counters: Elizabeth & Jim Taylor  
Usher: Banks Robinson 
Greeters: Janice Reiser, Mary Dempster 
Children’s Corner: Parents 
Announcement Slides: Mary Dempster 
 
Sunday, December 7th: 
Liturgist: Banks Robinson 
Advent Wreath: Mark & Emalee Dillard,   
   Abby & Mia Freeman  
Counters: Tish Lowe, John Carter 
Usher: Mary Johnson 
Greeters: Jim & Elizabeth Taylor 
Children’s Corner: Emalee Dillard 
Announcement Slides: Mary Dempster 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Interim Minister: Pastor Jim Rowell; jim@sopc.net 
Director of Music Ministry: Dr. Lloyd Pilkington 
Office Manager: Annah G. Hiers; sopc@sopc.net 
Accompanist: Elder Sharon Watkins 
Building Superintendent: Mr. Karl Thomson  
Volunteer Financial Administrator:                     
 Elder Sharon Staton; sharon@sopc.net 
Nursery Coordinator: Amy Schwartz 

SESSION (*indicates chair) 
 

Clerk of Session: Polly Robinson 
Class of 2026:  
Liz Harris - Fellowship* 
Mary Johnson - Disciple Care* 
Kathy Keane - Christian Education* 
Banks Robinson - Buildings & Grounds* 
Class of 2027:  
Jeanne LeBoeuf - Missions 
Kitsie Miller - Fellowship 
Elizabeth Taylor - Administration* 
Class of 2028: 
Tish Lowe - Missions* 
Sharon Watkins - Worship* 
Trustees: Carol Griffith, Molly Jackson,  Robert Miller 
Treasurer: Kathy Locklair 
Presbyterian Women Moderator (SOPW): 
Julie Bussells* 

Announcements: 
• Providence Home Christmas Giving: SOPC will provide Christmas 

gifts for the men of Providence home this holiday season. Lets bring a 
little joy to these men by letting them know we care. Please stop by the 
table in the narthex today to see how you can help. Thank you. 

• Please join us for Love Revolution in the Pavilion today from 3:30 pm to 
5:00 pm and help serve food to our neighbors in need! Our Clothing 
Closet will open 30 minutes prior. 

• The annual Prime Rib Fellowship Churchwide Supper will be 
December 14th at 6 pm!  The menu is: Prime Rib, Loaded Baked 
Potatoes, Burgundy Mushrooms, Roasted Veggies, Salad, Dinner Rolls, 
and Christmas Dessert. Yum!  Don’t miss it! The cost for adults is $15.  
Children are $10. Please RSVP to the church office if you plan to 
attend.  Thank you! 

• Advent Devotions: Pastor Jim will offer a weekly Advent devotion in the 
Leaflet newsletter. There are multiple free daily devotions online 
available to download. For example, https://ukirk.org/news/2025-ukirk-
advent-devotional-has-arrived/ and https://wakelet.com/wake/
CE3rp5qJDbdXVi58tauCb are endorsed by the PCUSA. If you would like 
a copy of an SOPC daily Advent devotional booklet from a past year, let 
Annah know in the church office. 

• Chancel Choir: Please see the upcoming rehearsal times in the 
Calendar and Save the Date sections to the left.  Thank you! 

 

• Let’s go to the movies! On Tuesday, December 2nd at 3:45 pm, we 
have 10 tickets, $6.00 each, reserved for the much awaited movie 
WICKED: For Good (part 2 of last year’s hit, part 1!) Please let us know 
asap if you would like to go  by calling or texting (803) 727-8165 or 
emailing skesterson@sc.rr.com.  Bring a friend! If you need a ride, just 
let us know! - Ron and Sue Kesterson 

• The youth will not meet tonight but will gather here at 5:30 pm on 
December 7th for dinner, games, and discipleship. 

• The Church History Bible Study will resume meeting on Wednesday, 
December 3rd, at 1:30 pm in the Fellowship Classroom. 

• The Rachel Circle annual Christmas Lunch at Miyos will be held 
Tuesday, December 9th, at 12:30 pm. 

• The Hannah Circle annual Christmas Cookie Party for our members 

who are residents at the Presbyterian Community will be Thursday, 
December 11th. We will have dinner at Miyos afterward. 

• The Adult Sunday School Christmas Party will be held on Friday, 
December 12th at 12:30 pm at Carol Griffith’s home. It’s a luncheon this 
year! 

• If you plan to send Christmas cards this year, please feel free to 
utilize our supply of free, donated, Christmas cards in the church office.  
They are for the whole church to use and enjoy. Look for the candy cane 
patterned basket on Annah’s bookshelf.  

• We will collect our annual Christmas Joy offering on Sunday, 
December 21st. From www.pcusa.org: “Each year during the Advent 
and Christmas season, we lift up past, present, and future leaders of the 
church. God has blessed the church with incredible leadership...but 
those leaders often need to be supported by their communities as well. 
This Offering provides support for Presbyterian church workers and their 
families in their time of need and leadership development and education 
for communities of color at Presbyterian-related schools...”  

• If you would like to learn how to help in the sound booth on Sundays, 
please contact the church office or Karl.  

• If you would like us to be able to play videos during worship on 
Sundays, several people need to go through a series of several 
weeks’ worth of training, well in advance of the date that the videos 
need to be played. The videos are not controlled from the sound booth 
but from a laptop on the pulpit or lectern. Karl cannot be in both places at 
once. Let’s make it a team effort. 

• We’re collecting cans’ pop tops for Ronald McDonald House and travel 

sized toiletries to distribute in our clothing closet to our neighbors in 
difficult situations. 

  

 

Parents of Young Children: Please grab a “Wiggle Bag” from 

the Narthex / lobby before worship starts and remember that the 

little ones go to the Children’s Corner after the Musical Selection 

during the service.  Thanks! 

Guests are invited to stop by the welcome table in the 

narthex/lobby. Please take a goody bag with you as a 

reminder of the gift of God’s love. Also, please leave 

your information for us on the yellow card and place it 

in the offering baskets. Thank you for worshipping with 

us today. 

In Our Prayers: 
God’s Direction for SOPC      

Those Less Fortunate                                 

Ken Watkins in the Loss of His 

 Father                

Kirby Dempster                 

Vicki Delesandro              

Mary Dempster’s Parents  

Tina Sheppard                                   

Asher Mellitz                   

Donna Moore                     

Jimmy Revell & Annie Moffatt                                             

Janet & Nealy Jordan         

Aletha & Derek Robinson                          

John Carter                      

Anne Crook                  

Monroe Swearingen                                      

Alene & Vern Rogers            

Al & Margaret Charles               

Fran & Jeffrey Brannon                                                       

Kynslee Davis                                                       

The People of Ukraine        

Aleksey & Liidia Bazan                                          

Iglesia Presbiteriana de 

 Nueva Paz, Cuba    

Daniel and Elizabeth Turk 

 (Missionaries)       

Those in Retirement 

Communities, Assisted 

Living, & Nursing Facilities:                                           

Dave, Rich & Sam Allen         

Edith Blanchett                      

Kathie Cashion                   

Barbara Fowler                      

Bobby Sellars                            

Patricia Williams                           

Barry Shatzer                                                   

Charlaine Pilkington                  

Virginia Martinez                                       

Jim Wilhide                                    

Ira Leon                            

Willie Hale                         

  

                                                  

 

Church Staff 

OFFICE HOURS: M-Th; 10 am - 2 pm  
 

Sunday, November 30: 1st Sunday of Advent 
9:45 am - 10:45 am - Choir Rehearsal 
9:45 am - 10:45 am - Sunday School 
10:00 am - 2:00 pm - The Well Church 
11:00 am - Worship                                                     
11:00 am - 4:00 pm - Mision Cristiana Elim Int’l. 
3:00 pm - Clothing Closet Opens  
3:30 pm - 5:00 pm - Love Revolution  
 
Monday, December 1:  
8:00 am - 4:00 pm - Peaceful Gatherings Nature School 
7:00 pm - Troop 91 
7:30 pm - 8:30 pm - NANA 
8:00 pm - 10:00 pm - Mision Cristiana Elim Int’l. 
 
Tuesday, December 2:  
8:00 am - 4:00 pm - Peaceful Gatherings Nature School 
11:00 am - 12:00 pm - Staff Meeting  
4:30 pm - PWCT 
6:00 pm - Yoga 
6:30 - Missions Ministry Meeting 
7:30 pm - 8:30 pm - NANA 
8:00 pm - 10:00 pm - Mision Cristiana Elim Int’l. 
 
Wednesday, December 3:  
8:00 am - 4:00 pm - Peaceful Gatherings Nature School 
1:30 pm - Church History Bible Study 
7:30 pm - 8:30 pm - NANA 
 
Thursday, December 4:  
8:00 am - 4:00 pm - Peaceful Gatherings Nature School 
1:00 pm - Christian Ed. Ministry Meeting 
 
Friday, December 5:  
6:45 am - 7:45 am - Men’s Lanterns Prayer Group 
8:00 am - Lifeline Screening 
8:00 am - 4:00 pm - Peaceful Gatherings Nature School 
2:00 pm - Troop 91 Boston Butts Fundraiser 
7:30 pm - 10:00 pm - Mision Cristiana Elim Int’l. 
 
Saturday, December 6:  
Troop 91 Boston Butts Fundraiser 
10:00 am - Choir Rehearsal 
10:00 am - Making Sandwiches for Oliver Gospel Mission 

 

Save the Date: 

December 7: 2nd Sunday of Advent; 10:00 am - Choir Rehearsal; 
Christmas Music in Worship 

December 9: Rachel Circle Christmas Lunch at Miyos 

December 11: Hannah Circle Christmas Cookie Party at PCSC & 
Dinner at Miyos 

December 12: Adult Sunday School Christmas Party Luncheon at 
Carol Griffith’s Home  

December 14: 3rd Sunday of Advent; 9:45 am - Chancel Choir; 
Communion; Prime Rib Fellowship Supper 

December 21: 4th Sunday of Advent; 10:30 am - Chancel Choir; 
Christmas Joy Offering 

December 24: Christmas Eve; Music Begins at 5 pm; Candlelight 
Service Begins at 5:30 pm  

December 25: Christmas Day 

December 28: No Chancel Choir 

January 4: 9:45 am - Chancel Choir 

A nursery is available in Building A for children ages 

0 - 4. If you have any questions, please see an usher 

for help. 
Music Notes: 

The congregational response 

to the Advent Wreath lighting 

comes from a song first heard 

at an international meeting in 

Germany, where a group of 

Presbyterians from Cameroon 

formed a circle and broke into 

a singing dance using these 

words.  
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