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SOPC Leaflet, Wednesday, November 26, 2025

From Pastor Jim

First Week of Advent: Joy and Peace

All is not calm. And there is more war than peace in us and in our world--more sadness than joy. So, we light a
candle this coming Sunday for joy and peace! Be born anew in our hearts, Lord Jesus! Light one purple candle.

Read Luke 1:26-38 (Take some time and reflect.)

Mary's first response to the Angel's message is willing acceptance: "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be
with me according to your word." (Luke 1:38) Is there any uncertainty in your own life that might be faithfully
met with submission to God's Word? How would that change your words or deeds this week?

For Mary to be found pregnant before she was married was not good news and could have resulted in Joseph's
rejection and Mary's shame. However, Mary's eventual response to this news is "My soul magnifies the Lord,
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior" (Luke 1:46-47). How can we respond with joy when we are afraid of
and uncertain about the future?

What is one thing that you would be willing to do, write, give, or say that is intended to bring joy or peace to the
world this week? Write down what you intend to do and ask God for the courage and strength to do so.

Additional reading: “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of
the Holy spirit you may abound in hope.” (Romans 15:13)

In closing: “...But the fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, and faithfulness. And
those who belong to Crist Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.” (Galatians 5:22-23.)

Prayer: Holy God, be born anew in our hearts. By your Spirit, empower us to bring joy and peace into this
hurting world. In Christ Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.



2: Jeffrey Brannon

4: Heather Noé

6: Abby Dempster, Willie Hale

8: Bubba Locklair, Peyton Moore

9: Barry Shatzer

11: Melanie Mason, Janice Reiser

18: Frank Sheppard

22: Karin Salter

27: Jeanne LeBoeuf, Jim Taylor

28: Walker Bryan, Emalee Dillard, Kathy Morganelli
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From Trinity Presbytery’s Fall Stated Meeting Highlights: “The Fall Stated Meeting of
Trinity Presbytery was held on Tuesday, November 18, 2025, at Seven Oaks
Presbyterian Church in Columbia, with 109 attendees...Trinity Presbytery wishes to
thank the session, pastor, staff and volunteers of Seven Oaks Presbyterian Church
in Columbia for their warm welcome and gracious hospitality in hosting our Fall
Stated Meeting.”

» This Sunday’s sermon: Looking for the Faith of Christmas

+* This Sunday’s Scripture: Luke 2:1-4

+* No Church History Bible Study today, but we will resume on

Wednesday, December 3, at 1:30 pm in the Fellowship Classroom.
** No Youth Group this Sunday.

> Our annual Prime Rib Fellowship Supper will be Sunday, 12/14t.

Cost for adults will be $15. Cost for children will be $10. RSVP to
the church office by Thursday, 12/11th if you plan to attend.



¢ Providence Home Christmas Giving: SOPC will provide Christmas gifts for the men of
Providence Home again this holiday season. A table will be set up in the narthex
beginning THIS Sunday, November 30, and on December 7, and 14 to receive

donations for these gifts.

% From the Administration Ministry: Thank you for keeping your pledge up to date, as
this helps us plan and fulfill the programs of the church! Last month’s offering and the
year-to-date information are shown below:

Giving Budgeted Difference

October $ 19,877 $ 18,250 $1,627
YTD 2025 $186,856 $182,500 $4,356

Total revenue for the first 10 months of 2025 (including other income such as rent) and total
expenses are shown below.

Total Revenue through October $232,661
Total Expenses through October $225,925
Revenues in Excess of Expenses $ 6,736
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Let’s go to the movies! ¢ 11/
On Tuesday afternoon, December 2nd at 3:45 pm, we have 10 tickets, $6.00 each,
reserved for the much-awaited movie WICKED: For Good (...part 2 of last year’s hit!)
Please let us know asap if you would like to go by calling or texting (803) 727-8165 or
emailing skesterson@sc.rr.com. Bring a friend! If you need a ride, just let us know!
- Ron and Sue Kesterson



mailto:skesterson@sc.rr.com
https://educandoconlamaestra.blogspot.com/search/label/padres
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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=%« Volunteers will decorate the sanctuary and narthex for
Advent/Christmas on THIS Friday, November 28™, starting at 9 am. All are invited to
come help. This is always a fun way to get into the spirit of the season. Many hands
make light work, too! If you have any questions, feel free to contact Sharon Watkins.

Do you like to send Christmas cards to friends and family? We have a large
assortment of free, donated, Christmas cards in the church office for anyone in the
church family to use! Don’t spend $ buying the cards; the postage already costs
enough! Feel free to come by the office and browse through them. They areina
candy-cane patterned basket on the credenza by Annah’s desk.

The Rachel Circle will have their annual Christmas Gathering & Luncheon on

December 9" at 12:30 pm at Miyos on Columbiana Dr. They will also help decorate for
the season at the Presbyterian Communities.

The Adult Sunday School Christmas party will be On December 12" at 12:30 pm (a
luncheon this year,) at the home of Carol Griffith.

If your group is planning a Holiday party or project, please get the
dates/times/locations to Annah in the church office so that she can 1. Help you get
the word out, and 2. Make sure that none of our church resources/facilities are
double-booked. Thanks!

The Hannah Circle will host their annual Christmas Cookie party for our members at
the Presbyterian Communities on December 11", Afterwards, they will have dinner at

Miyos. Contact Sharon Staton for details.

Chancel Choir Upcoming Schedule:
Saturday, Dec. 6: 10-11am

Sunday, Dec.7:10 am

Sunday, Dec. 14: 9:45 am

Sunday, Dec. 21: 10:30 am

Sunday, Dec. 28: No Choir

Sunday, Jan. 4: 9:45 am

* From SOPC’s Christian Education Ministry -- Advent Devotions:

1. Pastor Jim will offer a weekly Advent devotion in the Leaflet newsletter.



2. There are multiple free daily devotions online available to download. For example,
https://ukirk.org/news/2025-ukirk-advent-devotional-has-arrived/ and
https://wakelet.com/wake/CE3rp5qJDbdXVi58tauCb are endorsed by the PCUSA.

3. If you would like a copy of an SOPC daily Advent devotional booklet from a past
year, let Annah know in the church office.

From Annah @& : There is an Advent Wreath coloring sheet with symbolism
explanations attached to this email and inserted into this Sunday’s bulletin.

PREPARE  *
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o CHRISTMAS JOY
THE PERFECT GIFT. SPECIAL OFFERINGS

+» We will collect our annual Christmas Joy offering on Sunday, December

21st. From www.pcusa.org: “Each year during the Advent and Christmas
season, we lift up past, present, and future leaders of the church. God has
blessed the church with incredible leadership...but those leaders often
need to be supported by their communities as well. This Offering provides
support for Presbyterian church workers and their families in their time of
need and leadership development and education for communities of color
at Presbyterian-related schools...”

If you would like to volunteer in the sanctuary’s sound booth occasionally,
please contact the church office. Training provided!

We can train folks so that we can show videos with our Minutes for
Missions before worship. This training with Karl will take several weeks
before the desired event, and needs to be scheduled well in advance.
Thanks!

s We’re Collecting: These items may be placed in the large baskets in the narthex or

brought to the church office.

>

Travel-size toiletries to hand out from our Clothing Closet weekly. Travel size are
best for those experiencing homelessness or housing instability. We can always
use small soaps, shampoos, lotions, conditioners, deodorants, toothpastes, and
pocket packs of Kleenex. We have plenty of toothbrushes, disposable razors,
combs, feminine hygiene products, and incontinence products for now. If you
travel, please save the hotels’ provided individual toiletries for us! Thanks!!

Individual serving size cups of cold breakfast cereal for our Blessing Box food

pantry. These are favorites of our neighbors in need, and we are completely out.



> Please save your cans’ pop tops and bring them to the church office. So far, we
have donated 5 gallon-sized Ziploc bags FULL of pop tops to the Ronald
McDonald House in Columbia.
+» Save the Date:

e November 30: 1st Sunday of Advent

e December 7: 2nd Sunday of Advent; Christmas Music in Worship

e December 9: Rachel Circle Christmas Lunch at Miyos

e December 11: Hannah Circle’s Christmas Cookie Party at PCSC

e December 12: Adult Sunday School Christmas Party at Carol Griffith’s Home

e December 14: 3rd Sunday of Advent; Communion; Prime Rib Fellowship Supper

e December 21: 4th Sunday of Advent; Christmas Joy Offering

e December 24: Christmas Eve

e December 25: Christmas Day

* If you have information to go out to our church family in the Leaflet

and/or bulletin please get it to Annah by the Tuesday before.
Thanks!




