
  

SOPC Leaflet, Wednesday, November 19, 2025 

Thoughts on Gratitude from 1. Pastor Jim, 2. Dr. Danny Murphy (Trinity Presbytery), 

and 3. Pastor Christina Greenwalt (Synod of South Atlantic): 

1. Give Thanks in All Circumstances - Luke 17:11-19 

When our granddaughter was two years old, she was extremely active. She was always busy, always moving and always 

in a hurry…because at two years of age, she had already realized that there are so many exciting things to do and see and 

experience in this incredible world God has given us. 

One day she interrupted her playtime just long enough to run into the kitchen in search of a mid-afternoon snack. 

Hurriedly, she said to her mother: “Banana, Momma, Banana!” 

Her mother handed her a banana. She quickly grabbed the banana and turned to rush back out of the kitchen. However, 

before she took very many steps, her mother said: “Wait, come back. What are the magic words?” She screeched to a halt, 

turned back around and said: “Please! Thank You! You’re Welcome! God Bless You! And I Love You, Mommy!” 

At this point, my granddaughter got a second banana!... And a warm hug! 

The magic words her mother was looking for were “Thank you.” She got more than that…but those were the words she 

was looking for…because Sarah’s mother knows how important it is for us to learn how to stop and say, “Thanks.” 

Thanksgiving, gratitude, appreciation…whatever you want to call it…is learned. We don’t come into this world as 

grateful people. We come into the world selfishly screaming out our demands. 

Now, please don’t misunderstand me. I love babies. They are absolutely wonderful--one of God’s greatest miracles--but 

anybody who has ever been around a new-born baby knows that babies come into this world self-centered and impatient. 

They come into the world screaming, “Hold me, feed me, burp me, change me, rock me, walk me, sing to me... and do it 

right now!” 

And that’s okay…because they are babies…and that’s the only way they can communicate, indeed, the only way they can 

survive. As time goes by, they grow up, and as they mature (if all goes well) they learn how to be grateful, how to be 

appreciative, how to say, “Thanks.” 



The crowning virtue of all life is gratitude. And one of the most dramatic signs of Christian maturity is the easy ability to 

say thanks. Immature people don’t know how to be grateful because they’ve never grown up. They go through life 

screaming, “Where’s mine?! What’s in it for me?!” 

However, mature Christian people have a special spirit that is so beautiful. It’s called gratitude! This is why one of the 

first things we do in the Christian home is to teach our children how to say grace at the dinner table. What do you call it at 

your house?  - Jim 

2. Dear Seven Oaks Presbyterian Church, 

When November arrives, we naturally start thinking about gratitude. Families gather. Tables are filled with food. We 

pause, if only for a moment, to count our blessings. 

But for followers of Jesus, Thanksgiving isn’t meant to be just one day. It’s a way of life. 

Paul says it plainly: “Give thanks in all circumstances.” (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18) Notice that he doesn’t say we have to 

be thankful for everything, but rather that we can be thankful in everything. That’s a significant difference. We don’t have 

to pretend that loss or hardship is good. But we can still anchor ourselves in God’s goodness right in the middle of it.  

Here is what’s so amazing: When we do anchor ourselves in God’s goodness right in the middle of loss or hardship, we 

discover three powerful truths about Thanksgiving. 

First, We Discover Thanksgiving Changes How We See Things 

Gratitude is more than good manners—it’s a way of seeing. When we pause to give thanks, our focus shifts from what’s 

missing to what’s already overflowing in our lives. We begin to notice not only what we have, but who God is.  

Remember the ten lepers Jesus healed in Luke 17? Only one came back to say, “Thank you.” And Jesus told him, “Your 

faith has made you well.” Gratitude brought him something far more profound than physical healing. 

This season, let’s thank God not just for things, but for God’s heart—for mercy that covers us, patience that carries us, 

presence that surrounds us, and faithfulness that never lets go. 

Second, We Discover That Thanksgiving Strengthens Our Faith 

Life doesn’t always make it easy to be thankful. Bills come due. Health fails. Relationships strain. News headlines 

overwhelm. And yet Paul still says: “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances.” 

Why? Because giving thanks pushes back against despair. 

When we thank God in the storm, we’re declaring, “My life isn’t built on circumstances—it’s built on Christ.” Each 

“thank you” whispered in hard times becomes an act of faith. 

Think of Israel in the wilderness. They grumbled instead of giving thanks. They complained about manna instead of 

rejoicing over daily bread. Their ingratitude weakened their faith. But Joshua and Caleb, with hearts of trust and gratitude, 

stepped into the Promised Land. 

Thanksgiving helps us choose faith over fear. 

Finally, We Discover Thanksgiving Is Contagious 

Here’s something beautiful: gratitude spreads. 



When one person starts giving thanks, it changes the atmosphere of a room. Families don’t just gather at Thanksgiving for 

turkey and pie. They gather for stories, laughter, and shared gratitude. 

Paul reminds us in 2 Corinthians 9:11, “You will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, 

and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.” 

Gratitude flows outward. It makes us generous. It inspires others to thank God. 

This year, maybe Thanksgiving looks like inviting someone to dinner, writing a note of encouragement, or forgiving a 

hurt. Gratitude becomes real when it overflows. 

Living a Thanksgiving Life 

So here’s the invitation: don’t let Thanksgiving simply be a date on the calendar. Let it become a daily rhythm. 

Write down three things you’re thankful for each day. Start your prayers with Thanksgiving before asking for anything 

else. Share one story of God’s faithfulness with someone who needs hope. 

When we live this way, gratitude stops being a seasonal occurrence. It becomes part of who we are. 

This Thanksgiving, as you gather around the table, I’ll leave you with a question: 

What are you thankful for today—and how can your gratitude point someone else to Jesus? 

Prayer: Lord, I thank You for every blessing You’ve given me, both big and small. Teach me to carry a spirit of 

gratitude in every season, not just on special days. Let my thankfulness show in the way I speak, the way I give, and the 

way I live, so that others can see Your goodness through me. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Faithfully yours, Danny C. Murphy, General Presbyter and Stated Clerk 

3. Responding with Gratitude 

This November, as we approach Thanksgiving, our thoughts naturally turn to gratitude. It is a time for counting our blessings—the 

warmth of family, the comfort of home, and the richness of our shared life, the community, our churches and the synod. 

This year, let us consider what it means to be grateful not just for what we have, but for the very abundance of God that makes all our 

blessings possible. Let us also be mindful of those who truly live in scarcity and how we can continue to look for ways to bless those 

around us through the mission and ministry of the Synod of South Atlantic. 

We continue to make a difference by Embodying the grace and love of Jesus Christ, Cultivating authentic community within and 

across our presbyteries, and Inspiring impactful ministry. 

The world around us often operates from a place of scarcity. We are told there is never enough—never enough time, never enough 

money, never enough resources to meet every need. This mindset can creep into our spiritual lives, tempting us to see our giving as a 

burdensome obligation rather than a joyous privilege. 

Yet, our faith tells a different story. It tells us that our God is a God of wild, shocking, and unfailing generosity. God's grace is free 

and unmerited and that our call is to respond with gratitude that overflows with generosity. This is the central truth of stewardship: not 

that we are giving from a place of lack, but that we are giving back from God's own overflowing gift. 

In the book of Exodus, we see God’s generosity on full display, providing manna for the Israelites in the desert. There was always 

enough for that day, and the people learned to trust in God's daily provision. Jesus echoes this theme, inviting us to move from a 

narrow focus on self-interest and fear into the spaciousness of gratitude and community. When we shift our perspective, we begin to 

see that everything is God's—our time, our talents, and our treasures. We are not the owners, but the faithful stewards of what has 

been entrusted to our care. 



When you give of your time, talent, and treasure to your church, presbytery or synod, you are not just helping them "make the 

budget." You are participating in God's ongoing work of love and reconciliation in our community and beyond. 

Your giving is a foundational rock that supports every aspect of our shared ministry. Each person has a part to play in carrying out 

Christ’s mission. 

Your financial commitment keeps the doors open, the programs running, and the staff supported. It allows us to continue our outreach 

missions and plan for our shared future with confidence. Your financial commitments help to share the good news of Christ’s love 

beyond the walls of the sanctuary as we step out in faith and hope to serve, witness and love our communities. 

… 

Your time and talents are equally vital. Whether you are teaching Faith Enrichment Classes, a Bible Study, serving on a committee, 

serving as a deacon or elder, making prayer shawls, collecting food, help give aid to our community, teaching at the preschool, or 

visiting a homebound member, you are using the gifts God has given you to build up Christ's body – you are making a difference. 

Your testimony—your personal story of how God is at work in your life and in our church—builds up our community and inspires 

others to join in. We invite you to share stories of how you have seen the synod, presbyteries and your church make a difference with 

friends, family, on social media or contribute your stories to the newsletter. Your stories impact others more than you could ever 

imagine. Stories capture our attention and effect change. 

As a reminder, generosity is a learned practice. The more we give, the more we learn the joy of cheerful giving, and the more we grow 

into the likeness of Christ. 

Thank you for your generous spirit, for your unwavering faith, and for being an essential part of our beloved church family. 

In Love and Gratitude,                                                                                                                                                                            

Pastor Christina Greenawalt, Co-chair, Synod Inspire Committee, Vice-Moderator Elect, Synod of South Atlantic     

❖ This Sunday’s sermon: A King Like No Other (It’s Christ the King Sunday!) 

❖ This Sunday’s Scripture: Luke 23:26-43 

❖  Please keep Ken & Sharon Watkins, and family, in your 

prayers as they mourn the loss of Ken’s father, Mr. Phillip Watkins, of 

Tennessee. Mr. Watkins joined the Church Triumphant on Wednesday, 

11/12/25. Services will be in TN on Saturday, 11/29th. May God wrap them in 

loving arms of peace and comfort. Let us also lift Ken, Sharon, and family in 

prayers for travel mercies. 

❖ From our Stewardship Committee: It is with praise and thanksgiving that we 
celebrate the response of our congregation to this year's stewardship 
campaign. There is no doubt that God is at work here and that He is leading us 
into a new season of growth, service, and faithful stewardship. 



Your generosity and commitment reflect a deep trust in God’s provision and a shared 
desire to see His work flourish through our church’s ministries. Together, we are 
building a foundation for continued impact in our community and beyond. 

While we have heard from almost 40% of our member families, we still need to hear 
from you!  Please bring your pledge cards and Time & Talent forms to the church 
office, drop them in the boxes in the Narthex, or simply contact Sharon Staton in the 
office.  Thank you! 

❖ There will NOT be a Churchwide Fellowship Meal in November, but never fear!  Our 
annual tradition of the Prime Rib Fellowship Meal is in the works for December 14th at 
6 pm!! 

❖ A Month of Thanksgiving! Gratitude calendars for the month of November from the 
Christian Education ministry are available here, in the Narthex, and in church office.  
These calendars offer daily prompts for individuals and/or families to share about, 
pray about, and think about various blessings for which they are grateful. 

 
❖ Providence Home Christmas Giving: SOPC will provide Christmas gifts for the men of 

Providence Home again this holiday season. A table will be set up in the narthex 
beginning next Sunday, November 30, and on December 7, and 14 to receive 
donations for these gifts. 



❖ Our youth would like to thank you for your generous support of their Cans or 
Cash Bash to help provide for those who might be hungry during this difficult 
time.  The picture below is of them shopping for the food items to donate.  Recipients 
were: Sharing God’s Love, Mission Lexington, and the Friarsgate Senior Center.  

 
❖ Yesterday, 109 representatives from churches in Trinity Presbytery joined in purpose 

and worship on our campus for the November Stated Meeting of the Presbytery. 
Special thanks go to Sharon Staton who coordinated all our volunteers, Liz Harris for 
catering the food, and all the volunteers who helped make it possible!   

   
 

    
  



❖  Let’s go to the movies!              
On Tuesday afternoon, December 2nd at 3:45 pm, we have 10 tickets, $6.00 each, 
reserved for the much-awaited movie WICKED: For Good (…part 2 of last year’s hit!) 
Please let us know asap if you would like to go by calling or texting (803) 727-8165 or 
emailing skesterson@sc.rr.com.  Bring a friend! If you need a ride, just let us know!                                   
- Ron and Sue Kesterson 

❖ Volunteers will decorate the sanctuary and narthex for 
Advent/Christmas on Friday, November 28th, starting at 9 am. All are invited to come 
help.  This is always a fun way to get into the spirit of the season.  Many hands make 
light work, too!  If you have any questions, feel free to contact Sharon Watkins. 

❖ Do you like to send Christmas cards to friends and family? We have a large 
assortment of free, donated, Christmas cards in the church office for anyone in the 
church family to use!  Don’t spend $ buying the cards; the postage already costs 
enough! Feel free to come by the office and browse through them.  They are in a 
candy-cane patterned basket on the credenza by Annah’s desk. 

❖ The Rachel Circle will have their annual Christmas Gathering & Luncheon on 
December 9th at 12:30 pm at Miyos on Columbiana Dr. 

❖ The Adult Sunday School Christmas party will be On December 12th at 12:30 pm (a 
luncheon this year,) at the home of Carol Griffith. 

❖  If your group is planning a Holiday party or project, please get the 
dates/times/locations to Annah in the church office so that she can 1. Help you get 
the word out, and 2. Make sure that none of our church resources/facilities are 
double-booked.  Thanks! 
❖ The Hannah Circle will host their annual Christmas Cookie party for our members at 

the Presbyterian Communities on December 11th. Contact Sharon Staton for details.  

 

mailto:skesterson@sc.rr.com
https://educandoconlamaestra.blogspot.com/search/label/padres
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


 
❖ Our SOPC Book Group is currently reading The Woman They Could Not Silence by 

Kate Moore and will meet to discuss it tomorrow, 11/20/25, at Loveland Coffee in 
Irmo at 3 pm. 

 
❖ We will collect our annual Thornwell Offering THIS Sunday, 11/23rd. For 

more information about Thornwell, visit: https://thornwell.org/ or reach out 
to SOPC’s Missions Ministry Chair, Tish Lowe. Robert Miller from our 

Missions Ministry Team, will share a Minute for Mission about 

Thornwell in worship with us this Sunday. 

https://thornwell.org/


❖    
Friends! I am in awe and humbled! About a year and a half ago, I learned about 

www.thecrayonitiative.org, and set a goal to collect 500 pounds of discarded crayons 

to be kept our of landfills, sorted, melted down, and turned into new, ergonomic, free 

crayons for pediatric hospital patients.  I created the cardboard cutout crayon pictured 

above, hung it outside my office door, and began coloring it in when we received 

donations. As you can see, that crayon is now bursting with color! With your help and 

the help of local schools, childcares, and restaurants like Carrabbas, Outback, Zorbas, 

San Jose, The Melting Pot, & Cracker Barrell, we have met and exceeded our goal—

over 500 pounds donated!!  “Thank you,” seems inadequate, but it IS sincere. Think of 

all the smiles you have facilitated in the lives of children who need them! If you would 

like to continue to donate used crayons in the future, all you have to do is take them to 

any Staples store, tell them that you want to recycle them, and the corporate office will 

ship them to the charity for FREE.                                                                                                               

Giving Thanks for Each of You, Annah 

❖ If you would like to volunteer in the sanctuary’s sound booth occasionally, 

please contact the church office. Training provided!  

❖ We can train folks so that we can show videos with our Minutes for 

Missions before worship.  This training with Karl will take several weeks 

before the desired event, and needs to be scheduled well in advance.  

Thanks!  

❖ We’re Collecting: These items may be placed in the large baskets in the narthex or 

brought to the church office. 

➢ Travel-size toiletries to hand out from our Clothing Closet weekly.  Travel size are 

best for those experiencing homelessness or housing instability.  We can always 

use small soaps, shampoos, lotions, conditioners, deodorants, toothpastes, and 

pocket packs of Kleenex.  We have plenty of toothbrushes, disposable razors, 

combs, feminine hygiene products, and incontinence products for now.  If you 

travel, please save the hotels’ provided individual toiletries for us!  Thanks!! 

➢ Individual serving size cups of cold breakfast cereal for our Blessing Box food 

pantry.  These are favorites of our neighbors in need, and we are completely out. 

http://www.thecrayonitiative.org/


➢ Please save your cans’ pop tops and bring them to the church office.  So far, we 

have donated 5 gallon-sized Ziploc bags FULL of pop tops to the Ronald 

McDonald House in Columbia. 

❖ Save the Date: 
• November 23: Thornwell Offering 

• November 27: Thanksgiving Day 

• November 30: 1st Sunday of Advent 

• December 7: 2nd Sunday of Advent; Christmas Music in Worship 

• December 9: Rachel Circle Christmas Lunch at Miyos 

• December 11: Hannah Circle’s Christmas Cookie Party at PCSC 

• December 12: Adult Sunday School Christmas Party at Carol Griffith’s Home 

• December 14: 3rd Sunday of Advent; Communion; Prime Rib Fellowship Supper 

• December 21: 4th Sunday of Advent; Christmas Joy Offering 

• December 24: Christmas Eve 

• December 25: Christmas Day 

❖ If you have information to go out to our church family NEXT week, 

please get it to Annah by Monday, 11/24th, due to the short workweek 

with the Thanksgiving holiday. Thanks! 
 

 


